
SONORA 
( 1874-1978) 

If you ever drive down Dixie Road (Baldwin County Road 32) or Marlow Road 
(Co,mty Road 28) west of Highway 59 or east of Marlow, you will admire the 
clean community with lovely modern homes, massive land crops in the summer 
and lush green pastures in the winter with a variety of ~attle grazing, 
and perhaps not realize that you are now in a ~ommunity called Sonora. How­
ever, beyond all this is a fantasti0 story that begins with early settlers 
even before 1875. So, as you read, visualize and learn about 11 our community". 

Before Sonora was named there was not mu~h of anything in this area but 
great forests. This began to ~hange though when Andrew WYNN, who lived 
east where Summerdale now is, went across Fish River to the Nimrod 1JNDERWOODs 
and married their daughter, Ethel. Andrew and Ethel homesteaded on the 
land now partly owned by Elbert RHODES, Louis 'WYNN and Alma MALEC. There 
are large per::an trees standing in the RHODES field where the original home 
was built, just east of the present M:..IU,EC home. This homestead was 160 
acres and cost him $6.oo. 

Three sons were born to this union -- John, Oscar and Marsh. There were 
also six daughters -- Zariffa, Gertrude, Irene, Sally, Elizabeth and C",tbele. 

Ethel's two brothers, John and Marsh UNDERWOOD, had settled on land about 
six miles to the southwest. They were the 1iJYNN's nearest neighbors, and 
they traveled over trail roads to visit one another. 

lrn the WYNN r;hildren married their parents offered them each ten ar:res of 
land. Zariffa, having some money of her mm, did her homesteading on 
land just to the north of her parents when she was married to Eldredge 
GULLEDGE from the Gateswood community. The story behind this homestead 
is interesting. Eldredge had given Zariffa $400.00 as a dowery (a r;us~om 
common at the time). One night before her marriage, a man stopped b'yr and 
told them he was going to homestead the 160 acres where the old GULLEDGE 
house now stands. In the very early morning hours Zariffa and her father 
rode to Daphne where the Courthouse was lor;ated and got the homestead. As 
they went down the steps the man was just coming in the courthouse - too 
late. 

As the other ~hildren married some of them accepted land from their parents. 
Wnen Irene was married to Rudolph P1ERCE from across Fish River, they 
built a home where the MALEC place is lor::ated. Sally was married to a ~ 

MATKINS and took only five acres, whi~h is now where Johnny, Jimmy and 
Patty RIGGINS have homes. Elizabeth married a BISHOP, Gertrude married 
Paul PHILLIPS, and Bybele married Harl.ow SHARRETTS. · The sons, Oscar and y 

John, married THOrv.ILEY sisters from Perdido. Oscar built just north of 
his' parents and John to the northeast. Marsh never married. A sad thing 
to remember is that Marsh and his mother died on the same day. 

We mention these names because they were the first white people in what 
was later to become Sonora. 

The blacks were here about the same time but lived farther west and north 
of the r:.ECT. pla~e. There is an old cemetery behind the Wayne TEEM 
property where once stood a one room building that was used by the blacks 
as a Baptist Church on Sundays and a s~hool during the week. The first 
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school teacher there in the year 1875 was Albert HEARD. Names that are 
familiar to most of us of the people that were living there then were: 
HEARD, WATKINS, KENNEDY, WILL1:AMB, :MASON, BENJAMIN, VEAL, JONES, HUNTERS, 
and AGEES. Mr. HEARD was grandfather to the FULLERS, HUNTERS, AGEES and 
the HEARDS. 

Mary BENJAMIN, kno-wn as nAunt Maryn to everyone, was a mid-wife, and de­
·livered many of the older people in the ~ommunity. These people have been 
an asset to the area as they have helped ~lear the land, harvest the crops, 
and are very good neighbors, as well as good business people who own their 
own businesses. 

In 1900, a Mr. SUM1'1ERS, who was a land agent for the Southern Plantation 
Development Company, moved here and built a large two story home, called a 
hotel, then, on the property now owned by the KADLECS~· Mr. SUMMERS was 
instrumental in attracting many northern people in this area. The people 
would come, stay at his hotel and, hopefully, purchase land. As has been 
mentioned before this was all in timber and had to be cleared before any 
crops could be planted. 

A Mr. liITLSON came soon after Mr. SUM:MERS and opened a livery stable. He 
would travel through the trail road to Fairhope, meet the people ~ whose 
only way to get here from Mobile was by Bay Boat), and bring them back to 
the hotel. Some took one look and went back on the next boat while others 
decided to stick it out and see what the land would produce. 

As the people came it was evident that there was need for a Post Office. 
Since there was no Summerdale then, the first Post Office in this area was 
established by G. L. SHARRETTS in his home which is now known as the HINSHAW 
place. Mrs. SHARRETTS was from Sonora, California, and that was the name 
she gave to the Post Office. So, in 1901 Sonora became a collllllUnity. The 
mail <"':ame by boat several times a week up Fish River to BALD"WIN/s Store 
and Landing. Mail was brought on the Boat Magnolia which was captained 
by Harmon PIERCE, a brother to Rudolph, previously mentioned. BALDW1NS 
also had a ferry just south of Dixie Road long before the Marlow Ferry. 
The mail was picked up at Baldwin I s by the post master and brought by 
horseback to the Post Offi~e. Mrs. Ella (ELLINGSEN) RHODES had letters 
with the Sonora postmark at the time of her death this year ( 1978) . At 
the time the Post Office was set up, families irr the area were: "WYNN, 
PIERCE, MATKINS, SHARRETTS, STEVENS, PJ\J""DERSON, WTLSON, BUDD, SHARP, LEYS,. 
SUMMERS, PETERSON, GRIFFITH, ENGSTROM, JOHNSON, JITTHN, ELLINGSEN, 
SCHWTECHARD, GULLEDGE, SAUER, PJifD W. 1. CLEVERDON who also ran a sawmill 
near his home which is now where Aubrey DAVIS lives. Some of our men 
worked there. 

Small plots of land were cleared and the woods were full of sheep, razor­
back hogs and very few cattle. Five, ten"'®r twenty acres were considered 
a large farm. 

As children came to the Community the·Land Company saw the need for a 
school. Mr. WILSON donated the land, and a one room school was built. 
Miss Ethel DODD was hired as the first teacher. School only went through 
the seventh grade, and if a person went to school that long they became 
eligible to teach. There was_no compulsory attendance so many children 
went only a few years. The school then became the center of all Community 
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activities. The teachers who followed Miss DODD were: Mr, KIMBROUGH, Miss 
:MAYNARD, Rev. A. B. CARLTON, Miss BABBOU, Miss Dora-OWENS ~Mrs. William 
RA.BER), Miss Cora WOLF, Miss Flora JOHiirSON, Miss Alpha S~BMAN ~Mrs. Henry 
ELLTNGSEN), Miss Faye STE1RS and Miss Essie OWENS. 

In 1905, Mr. HAl:!IM, President of Southern Plantation Development Company, 
interested the L & N Railroad in running a line from Bay Minette down to 
Foley, and the town of Su.ramerdale was born, being named a~er Mr. SUMMERS, 
who had brought most of the people to the area. The Railroad was called 
the Bay Minette to Fort Morgan City Line, but f9r some reason only reached 
Foley. It is said that they ran out of money. · 

A Mr. SUTTER then ~ame from the north and started a large tobacco farm. 
Sinr::e mail ~ould be delivered more easily and regularly by train, the Post 
Offi~e was moved to Su:rrnnerdale, and Harlow SHARRETTS became the first Post­
master. The tobacco farms offered employment to many of our people, The 
young ~hildren could also work, hoeing the plants, pii:king worms off the 
leaves, and stringing the leaves. 

In 1906 a devastating hurri~ane hit the area. There was a Baptist Church 
lo~ated on the WYNN property that is now owned by Elbert RHODES. This 
church was lo~ated across from the Grady PATRTCK's home. The storm de­
molished the church, but the Oscar WYNNS salvaged one of the pews and used 
it on their front porch until the house was moved and the lovely new home 
of the Louis WYNNS built in its place. 

The Sonora Community was fast oecoming a small 11United Nations". There wer 
Germans, Swedish, Norwegians, Polish, and Lithuanians here along with the 
natives. The many Cze,-,_hoslavakians did not come until 1921. They were 
brought by Mr. Joe WESLEY, a land agent from Silverhill~who advertised in 
the Czech newspapers abo~t the opportunities here. 

In 1912 Mr. B. L. MATTHEWS organized a Union Sunday School whi0.h was a 
branch of a county-wide organization, and services were held in the Sonora 
School. On hot SUI1ID1.er Sundays the people would rise early, hitch up the 

. horses to the wagons or buggy, pack a picnic lunch and travel to Yupon where 
Sunday School was held under the giant oak trees. Following Sunday School 
they would picnic and swim. Some of our older residents have fond memories 
of these get-to-gethers for religious training, good food, and much fun. 
There were also Community picnics held at Yupon with competitive sports as 
well as swim.ming. There were many excursions over, the sand dunes to the 
Gulf, some even going by boat at times. These trips had to last more than 
a day because of the distance. 

On May 12, 1912 the first Community Club was organized at the SENTER home. ~ 
It was organized for ,ithe benefit of the Union Sunday School" and nonly 
pet-sons of good moral ~haracter could join!!. Since the men were so busy 
trying to r.lear the land, piant sweet potatoes, and peanuts ~to have for 
the hogs to root out for food) and plant ~orn to finish the hogs off, the 
ladies·did most of the daytime meeting. The meetings were held twice each 
month in a different home. In old minutes of meetings it stated that the 
ladies helped whoever the hostess was that time with her sewing, and once 
when there was no sewing to ·be done, they went out in the yard and clim'()eq_ 
the Umbrella trees and played on a merry-go=round. The first Home Demort­
stration Agent mentioned was a Miss STRUDWTCK who met with the ladies and 
showed them new sewing techniques. 
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We had some firsts for Bald.win Coilnty, too~ for in 19l5 the Charlie .AN'DERSOl'iB, 
the SC1l4.EPP"T:.S and the SEERJ.\'lANS shipped the first rail car of hogs. The rail­
road built a pen and the hogs were lured to Summerdale by men walking ahead 
of them dropping r::orn. 

The years 1916 and 1917 brought two more h·J.rri "anes to our area. The 1916 
storm was espedall;y- devastating to the farmE:rs as.it 0.ompletely :t'lattened 
all above ground ~raps le,aving only the sweet potato and peanut ~reps. 
Farmers were forced to hu.y 0.orn to feed their hogs as this July 5th sto~, 
~ompletely destroyed the corn crop. The 1917 hurri"ane destroyed hundreds 
of "attle. They drowned from "blowing rain . 

Since the land was ".leared so slowly, the Land Company hired men to clear it 
and to try to make better roads. The Dixie Road rco. 32) be~ame another 
first for it was the first graded road in the county. It was the only route 
to Pensacola before Highways 90 and 98 were built. It was a trail road 
that had to ~ro.ss Perdido River at Newton 1 s Ferry just sou.th of Seminole. 

Before there was a road d.epart:ment (r;ounty or state) each young man upon 
reaching 18 hears was subpoenoed to give ten days each year to road work. 
If he flet he had other things more important to do and coc1ld scrape to­
gether $6.oo, he could :pay hi:s way ou.t for that year. 

In 1918 there was a great influenza 01.1.tbreak and Mr. BIEL..ll.RSKT from the 
Sonora Community died. 

On .April 16, 1917 the TJ. S. became involved in World War I. Those who 
lived in Sonora then, or later moved here, who served in that war were: 
Asa COWDEN, Henr;y~ and Lawren~e ELL TNGSEN, Franz SCHENK, Henry WINGENDER 
~Highly decorated), 'l'ed SCHl'\JEPPT, George SHA.RRET'I'S, Henry PE'}'ERSON, Emil 
JOHN'SON, Everett JOENS ON and Sam CAMPBELL. SF.J\RRETTS died from a gunshot 
wound af'ter returning to the States. 

Before there was an orgar:;.ized telephone company in Sonora there was a 
Farmers Exchange. Some of the homes built before 1912 had telephones in 
them, though not working, when newcomers c.aine to the Community that year. 
According to Mrs. George HOLK, whose father organized South Baldwin Tele­
phone Company in 1920, there was a line that served S1.un:merdale and the 
farmers would string wires from tree to tree or»ost to post and had phone 
servi~e when the weather was good. 

As has been stated before, the Sonora School only went ·through the seve:nth 
grade. If you desired to further your education you then had to take a 
~ounty-wide examination to know if' you had made the grade. If you then 
wanted to go to school in Summ.erdale, you had to find your own transporta­
tion, either by foot or, if lucky enough to have one, bir".'.y~le. Summerdale 
wept through only the eleventh grade so those wishing to finish at the 
twelth grade level either had to ride the train daily to Bay Minette or 
find a way to get to Foley or Robertsdale. Some of' the girls lived with 
families in Foley and Robertsdale and did housework to pay for their room 
and board. 

In 1921 the Sonora S,..hool was consolidated with Sum.'Ilerdale and a bus route 
was started by Mr. D. Z. GROVE of Marlow. A petition was then circulated 
by Sonora residents asking that the 'bus be allowed to take the high school 
students to Foley. This petition was granted. Later on the county fur­
nished buses. 

So 



The Union Sunday School had stopped meeting by now, so Mr. GROVE sent the 
bus around morning and evening on Sundays to take any who wanted to go to 
attend the Marlow Methodist Church. Since there were so few modes of trans­
portation most everyone took the opportunity of going to church; and for 
years there was a huge congregation at Marlow. This continued until a~er 
the great depression when people were able to buy cars and go to the church 
of their choice. 

During all these years many bazaars, suppers, ice cream socials and parties 
were held in the school to make money for its upkeep. 

By this time other families had moved in. These mentioned did not come in 
the order in which they are given, but the names are in the record books 
of these years. They are: BAILEYS, MOORES, SCHAEPPIS, BADERS, SHERMANS, 
TALKINGTON, MUNZ, BAKLS, SAGERS, PRIDDY, WEISS, MIKKELSEN, BURDGE, COWDEN, 
JENSEN, STEIRS, HASSEL, LEE, YOUNCE, VANWIE, McVEETY, SORENSEN, EAKER, 
HINGSTON, SHURE, STEARS, ST.AJ.1M, WRITE, KORINEK, MITZ, WALKER, BLACK, MATEJA, 
WAITE, LYNN, MATTHEWS, POSTLE, WHEATFIELD, OSBORNE, LOCKHART, AND BENNETT. 

At a ~Qly lO, 1923 Community meeting it was decided to tear down the old 
school and put up a larger building as a Center. The building was to measure 
30' x 50'. When the school was consolidated it was discovered that, accord­
ing to the deed, if the school was ever abandoned the land would go back to 
whoever owned the forty on which it was located. Peter SHERMAN and his son, 
William, had moved here from Virginia in 1912 and now owned the forty. 
They deeded the lot back to the Sonora Community so that construction 
could start. Carpenter Herman ANDERSON was hired to erect the building. 
Now work was started in earnest to find funds to build. The School Im­
provement Association, a forerunner of P.T.A., donated $150 that they had 
in the treasury. Desks and windows were sold from the old building and 
many money making events were held. It is interesting to note in old 
minutes that the ladies of the community met on February 14, 1925, and 
nailed up the ceiling. 

By now there were other names appearing in the minutes of the meetings -
namely: McNEILL, SYKORA, ZARUBA, PROCH.A.SKA, AVERA, SYLVESTER MIKKELSENJ 
MARIKS, GRUNERS, CZEKA, SNASEL, RHODES, BAUERS, HARRI SONS, HOBBS, MA.l'"BERRY, 
BLACK!v10NS, JESSE ,JONES, PUMPHREYS? ( JilJMPHREYS?) , HANKS, STUCKEY, CURRY, 
SCHENK, HINGSTON, LONNENBACH, FREISE, ELLS, WILLIAMS, -LIECHTIS, HADLEYS, 
CECIS, DAVIS and DOEBING. Mr. DOERING had a vulcanizing plant in Su.romer­
dale and would walk back and forth to his work. 

Every family was unique and some Sonora residents were very colorf'ul, Some 
of the older residents remember a Mr. P. W. WILLIAMS who came to Sonora 
following a career as a Texas Ranger. Mr. WILLI_l'iMS was quite a tobacco­
chewer and made great use of our language 1 s nfour-letter wordsr1 • With 
due time., WILLI.AMS 11 got religion11 at the Marlow Church, quit cursing and 
chewing, and started preaching. He is fondly remembered as having said 
nreligion changed the color of nry spit". 

Now our farming and cattle raising were fast expanding, and new crops such 
as watermelons and Irish potatoes were added. The melons were shipped by 
boat from Marlow to New Orleans where they were sold by a co.mission man. 
The potatoes were hauled to sheds in Summerdale, Robertsdale or Foley 
where they were graded and sold. As the farmers got more money they were 
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able to buy more land and some became quite large landowners. We also had 
satsuma orchards, pe"ans, :peaches and vineyards. 

A hurricane in 1926 did mu~h damage and 
strayed the satsun1a orchards. In 1925, 
from this area and Foley. 

a freeze in the late 1920 1 s de-
67 cars of satsumas were shipped 

In 1926 the first National Guard Unit was formed in Foley. Charter members 
from Sonora were Roy MIKKELSEN, John HARRISON, Virgil HARRLSON, Ernest 
SHERMAN and Oscar PETERSEN. 

It became compulsory to drive your cattle to 
often as once a week, to rid them of ticks. 
animals swam through a medicated mixture, in 
west corner of Roads 55 and 28 on the Walter 

· took place to attempt to rid the area of the 
PETERSEN was a tick inspector in the county. 

a dipping vat, sometimes as 
The dipping vat, where the 
this area was on the south­
AVERA PROPERTY. This all 
Texas Fever Tick. Oscar 

The big depression that hit in 1929 was a blow to all. There was no money 
to be had, but those who lived on farms were better off than their city 
friends because they ~ould grow things to eat. For you younger folk who 
have never known hard times, here is just one example: A man with a large 
family moved into our community. He had nothing. He went to one of the 
farmers and asked if there was just anything he could do so his children 
could have some food. The farmer replied that there was work to be done 
but he had no money with which to pay him. The man said then that he would 
work for sweet potatoes. He said he had a little dog that was good at 
catching "possum.st! and he could fry the :potatoes in possum (sic) grease. 
When the farmer finally sold something that brought him a little money he 
shared it with the man who then said, "this is the first.money I 1 ve touched 
in over a ;:rear" . 

A~er 1932 things began to get a little better and money, though still 
tight, was more available. 

From the beginning of this story ba"k in 1874 our only method of ·heating 
our homes was the fireplace or the old wood stove. Cooking was done on 
the Home Comfort Range in the kitchen. The range also served to heat water 
for the ~mostly) weekly baths. Most people had the old kerosene lamp and 
a few had the Aladdin lamp. Clothes were washed by hand using an old black 
iron pot to boil them in out in the yard, and the~ scrubbing them on a rub­
board. Clothes were ironed with a flat iron heated on the kitchen stove.· 
Water was either brought up from a well with a bucket let down by a rope, 
or pumped from a hand pump out back. Our bathrooms were little one-room 
houses out back. I~e was kept in old wooden ice boxes. 

N~w you can imagine our GREAT JOY when, in the late 30's, the Rural Elec­
trifi~ation Association became a reality and people were told to prepare 
their homes for electri~ity. On April 20, 1938 the REA workers rode by 
and told us to flip the switches ON and a new way of living touched us all. 
We were fortunate to be on the first trunk line that ran from Robertsdale 
through our community (down the Jensen road) to Bon Secour. 

In 1934 the Mennonites came. They used our Community Hall for their 
Church meetings and were very good farmers. We were sorry to see them 
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leave us in 1947. Some of them went to Walnut Hill, Florida; some to De 
Ridder,, Louisiana; and others to Macon, Mississippi. 

On December 7, 1941 the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and we were drawn 
into World War II. Our lives were drastically changed again. Nearly 
every family was involved. Many of our young men were called into the 
servil"'.e. This was a ·::i1ow to the far.mer because some men left the farms 
to work there for higher wages. Gas was rationed along with sugar and 
anything made of rubber such as beets, tires, etc. As the war progressed 
and Germans were captured, Prisoner of War camps were set up all over the 
country. Baldwin.County had two - one at Loxley and one at Foley. The 
prisoners held in the Foley Camp were highly educated professionals. The 
government allowed these men to work on the farms for six hours a day so 
we had more help in harvesting the potato 8rop. The guards would bring 
them out and patrol between them and anyone else working in the field. 
They could never believe that Germany· was losing the war. They were a sad 
group when finally told it was all over. Sonora was saddened to lose 
Augustine LYSEK in World War IT action. Six LYSEK sons served in the war. 
Peter was taken Prisoner of War as well as Leroy CLEVERDON. 

Up until 1943 we had no stock law and cattle could run on the open range. 
That year a Stock Law was passed and cattlemen were given one year to 
build fences to keep their cattle in. We had several dairies in the 
community so there was much fence building taking place that next year. 
Something of interest that occurred prior to the Stock Law was that most 
cattlemen fed their cattle in winter when there was no woods grass. Each 
man's 8attle knew where his/her home was and the cattle would nearly al­
ways ~ome home at night and lay in the ~ool dirt road in front of his 
owner 1 s home. You can imagine the problem of going down the road at night 
and having to stop in front of each home and get the 80WS to move out of 
the way so you could get where you were going. This mainly happened when 
something was going on at the Marlow r:hur~h. It was especially hard to 
drive by the Tom and Floyd RHODES' home since they lived so close together 
and all the cows would gather together. 

There was no general telephone service to Sonora until May, 1944 when, 
a~~ording to John SNOOK of Gulf Telephone Co., the first phone was in­
stalled in the Hilbert BAUER home. Later, phones came to Roy MIKKELSEN, 
T. B. RHODES, Sr., Floyd RHODES, Walter AVER~, -:&eon AVERA, Einar 
MIKKELSEN, T. B. RHODES, Jr., and Elbert RHODES. Marlow Road had service 
several years before Dixie Road. Of course, ther.~ were many, many party 
lines and everyone had a certain nUIDber of rings for their phones. When 
a phone rang at one house, it rang at every other house on the line. You 
could hear people pir::king up receivers along the route to hear if anything 
serious or of interest was going on sin~e phones were used more for neces­
sary business then. Everyone, even the ladies, was too busy helping in 
tfle fields, having gardens, or tending to chickens and other outside chores 
to do much idle talking. The first phone on the Dixie Road was in the 
Ernest SHERMAN" home. Russell SHERMJI.N became a doctor and couldn 1 t come 
home to visit unless he could be reached. The telephone company said that 
if Thomas RHODES, Jr. would give permission, they could run it along the 
fence rows to its destination. It was 1947 before phones were generally 
available to Dixie Road residents and those north of this area. We are 
indebted to John SNOOK for his help in obtaining the telephone history. 
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We had a small hurricane in 1950. The winds blew high off the ground so 
damage was light. 

In early 1952 work was begun on the paving of Dixie Road. This, of course, 
took ~uite some time. It was paved from Highway 59 to County Road 9. When 
this was finished Marlow Road was paved dovm to what was then Joe LONG's 
Store. It wasn 1 t until 1962 that a bridge was built across Fish River con­
tinuing Co. Road 32 1 Dixie Road) on to Point Clear. It was then that we 
had a shorter route to Fairhope and points west. Then Marlow Road was 
paved on down to No. 9 and we had a good road system. The only cross 
roads paved in our community now (1978) are Co. Road 55 and a road going 
north by MALEC's and Louis WYNN's. 

The Korean War began in 1949 and the U. S. became involved about 1951. We 
were saddened when we lost two of our ~ommunity boys in this war, Rudolph 
RABER and Garvin WILSON. 

The Viet Nam War involved us about 1961. Once again, our lives were sad­
dened when Glenn BLACKivlON, son of Ina and Kermit, lost his life in battle 
adion. Paul MALEC also lost his life from injuries received and died 
just after returning to the U. S. from the war. Others serving in Viet 
Nam were Aubrey FULLER and Charles MALEr:. Four PUMPHREY (HUMPHREY?) boys 
served in those two wars. 

In 1965 Hurrir:ane Betsy hit the Florida Coast then went across the Gulf 
going inland between Mississippi and Louisiana. We received heavy rains 
and damaging winds destroying some property. 11 Carnille11 that came in 1969 
was much worse since it went in on the Mississippi Coast. Many pecan 
orchards were severely damaged as well as growing crops. 

From early years we have had active clubs other than the Community Club. 
Before the 4-H Club was formed there was a Tomato Club or a Pig Club, or 

"whatever you were interested in doing club". We have also had a very 
strong Extension Homemakers Club that has played a vital function in 
Community Building upkeep. 

Two farmers in our Club have large fish ponds. Einar MIKKELSEN and Ernest 
SHERMAN are most generous in giving the catfish, Hilbert BAUER takes over 
setting up the cooking area, and the ladies of the Club prepare foods to 
go with the fish. Then, at least once a year, we have a fund-raising 
supper and serve around 400 people. In addition te numerous Sonora resi­
dents, we have some good neighbors in Foley and Elberta who help with the 
catching, ~leaning, and frying of the fish and hushpuppies. We have 
realized as much as $1000 profit from this proje~t each time and that 
keeps our building in good repair. 

We 'have always been proua. of and felt as if the youth of our community 
have been our greatest asset. They have all attended college or trade 
sr:hool. We have among their number good farmers, tear:hers,. bankers, 
nurses, medical tech.r:i.ologists, professional musicians, doc:tors, and engi­
neers, as well as many other worthwhile professionals. Even more impor­
tant than their professions is their willingness to serve mankind through 
church and civi~ organizations in their respective locations. Sonora has 
provided leadership in numerous youth and adult organizations as our young 
people have made their place in the world. 
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Most of us became member& of the Y.1.8.rlow United Methodist church so Community 
activities are also centered there, Now our colu.mnist for the weekly paper 
calls it the Sonora-Marlow news. Many of the ladies from Marlow belong to 
our Homemakers Club. Members also come fro.:n other areas nearby because we 
believe in 11keeping active" and doing projects to benefit all, 

Since the Ladies Aid stopped meeting in the early 1960 1 s, the responsibility 
for the -i::.pkeep of the C:ormnuni ty Hall has fallen to the Sonora Extension 
Homemaker's rlub, V.l!'s, Eilbert BAUER leads the 4-H and CRD Clubs. 

Several years ago a new cement porch replaced the rotting wooden porch. 
This was done in memory of Lillian K.l!!.DLEC who was outstanding in all phases 
of Club work. The c1u·bs furnished the material and labor was donated by 
Joe KADLEC and Ed SHELDON(Fairhope), whose grandchildren were 4-H members. 
The roof has been replaced and the building painted inside and out. 

Officers of the Extension Club are: 

President - Mrs" Einar MIKKELSEN (8 years) 
Vice President - Mrs, Hilbert BAUER 
Secretary - Jlrtrs, John E:l!JJLEY (Foley) 
Treasurer =0 Mrs. Gus EHRECKE (Foley) 

Trustees of the Co:mrn.u.ni ty Building: 

Hilbert BAUER, Einar MIKKELSEN, Ernest SHERMAN 

The late Mrs. Lillian KADLEC, Mrs, Ruth MIKKELS"EN and Mrs. Helen BAUER have 
all received leadership awa1·cis on the County, District and State Levels. 

The Sonora Community has been through hurricanes~ snow and sleet storms, 
floods droughts, etc,, but through all these adverse conditions we have 
thrived and prospered. w'hen you live among good friends and neighbors who 
share and work together for the good o:r mankind, who give their time for 
every wcrthwl:1ile project, and help one another in times of trouble, then 
you can say there is truly '!a silver lining in eve!ry dark cloudn. Even 
though we are from numerous etl:'.:...11.ic backgrounds, we are now all ''Sonora 
.American Citizensn living together in :peace and harmony, 

Now, in tr.cis year of 1978, families living in Sonora include: 

Theodor LYSEKS 
Edward LOWERYS 
Herman PIERCE 
Louis BOEHM 
Aubrey DAVIS 
Louis WYNN 
Alma ¥ALEC 
Joh.nnie & Jim RIGGINS 
Patricia RIGGINS 
Mae COLLIER 
Grady PATRICK 
Reub in Mc CURDY 
Franz SCHENK 
Ernest SHERMAN 
Victor UNDERWOOD 

Gordon STINGFELLOW Elmer ROBINS_m:r Glen PUMPHREY 
T. H. HOBBS Ronald MANNICH Thomas RHODES,III 
Rudy GRUNER Louis MANNICH Thomas RHODES,Jr. 
Mrs. Ed GULLEDGE Mrso Joe LONG John BAUER 
Edwin SHELDON Wilton HANKS Mrs.Tressie 
J'oe KADLEC Byo STUCKEY HARRISON 
Wa;yne TEEM JYl..r:s .Martha GRUNER Hilbert BAUER 
George GECI 
Oscar PETERSON 
James FULLER 
Clenton MILLER 
Fred RABEF. 
Buddy HR4.RD 
Joe lftJN'I'ER 
Arnold HUTu"'TER 

Leon )\VERA 
George YOUNCE 
Elbert RHODES 
Robert STH1PSON 
Roy MIKKELSEN 
Louis MOORE 
Mickey PDNPIIREY 
Wad PUMPn'REY 

-••,--·:~ 

Einar MIKKELSEN 
Jettie WRIGHT 
Eugene MIKKELSEN 
Buddy ENFINGER 
Mrs. B.R. WELLS 
John SNOOK 
Lester YOUNCE 
George BOEHM 
Lloyd PUMPF.IREY 
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CAMP POWELL, THE: SPAJ:USH TRAIL, AND GREENWOOD 
By: W. Frank LARAWAY 

When it comes to locating historical si\es since forgotten, it has been my 
pleasant experience that one needs to do only two things to accomplish the 
goal - put out the word and seek. 

Having noticed that Camp Powell appears in a number of historic documents 
especially in regard to Confederate recruitment and muster rolls, I put out 
the word several years ago that I was looking for the site. Several casual 
leads put it east of Foley and then Doris RICH was kind enough to refer me 
to a gentleman of the Elberta comm.unity who claimed to know its exact loca­
tion. As in other cases of this nature, it also led to other historical lo­
cations and activities. For several years I had also been hearing of "Spanish 
Trails 11 in Baldwin County, but I had never really followed the leads. One 
trail is said to end in the Weeks Bay area. This would jibe with several of 
the land boundary shapes still carried on the maps for the area which have 
the character of a limited boundary on the water extending back from the 
water some distance in relation to this width, 

John HAUPT of Elberta turned out to be an extremely observant and knowledge­
able amateur student of history in the southeast Baldwin County area. While 
a young boy at the turn of this 20th century, he roamed the Elberta area and 
observed the last remnants of what was a Spanish Trail from Pensacola. It 
could be seen even in later years as a road strip where crops would not 
easily grow due to the many years of compaction by trail traffic. His 
interest in the trail continued during adulthood whereupon he traced its 
origins, path and destinations on foot and by map. He observed that it 
followed the high grmmd above the headwaters of the creeks and rivers and 
could be traced on the maps by stayj.ng on the high ground. He found it to 
cross Perdido Bay (from Pensacola) starting on the beaches just below the 
present Lillian Bridge. It then proceeded west generally following:existing 
Highway 90, turning north approximately three miles east of Elberta in the 
diagonal direction of present day Summerdale, It is here that it passes 
within a few hundred feet of Camp Powell - a mile north and east of Elberta 
on County Highway 87, Since the site is near a house on open farm land 
near the headwaters of Thre,e Mile Creek, site investigation was not made by 
this writer. However, Mr. HAUPT reports that musket balls were found general­
ly in the area during his childhood days and that it was known to be the 
site of the camp. It is somewhat an unlikely place for a camp being in a 
low spot. However, the creek may have been more esseptial for the cavalry 
horses than the dryness of the site. Farther west on the trail is pur­
portedly the site of a skirmish, spent balls being in evidence some years 
ago. So far, no account of such a skirmish has been found in the various 
written accounts for this era and area . 

The Spanish Trail continues on north and west from Camp Powell towards the 
Summerdale area passing three-fourths of a mile diagonally north and east 
of this present day town. Following the crest of the watershed (Fish on 
the west and Perdido on the east), it continues northwest generally along 
the route of Highway 59 through Robertsdale. 

This brings us to my "theory historical of roads 11 • Before the time of 
constructing roads on section lines, the state of the science of trans­
portation and road building was primitive. Furthermore, public taxes 
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and manpower were either limited or non-existent for the purpose of con­
structing roads. By necessity even the Indians were required to stay to 
the high ground during travel even if it meant a longer journey. By 
travelling around the ends of creeks, most bridging and fording could be 
avoided. These high way roads set right-of-way precedent, becoming public 
ground by habit and later by law, The present day roads that wind and bend 
(originally to keep the ox and horse drawn wagons out of the mud) tend to 
be new roads ( usually straightened to accomrr.,_odate the modern motor car) on 
top of old roads. Railroads also sometime follow this crest to keep 
bridges and hills to a minimum. A portion of Highway 59 near Robertsdale 
seems part of this old - new road, The trail seems to be located a bit 
west of' Highway 59 in this area and passes just west of today's Loxley. 

It was at this point there seems to be a rather critical crossroad. An­
other Spanish Trail from the Perdido at Nunez's ferry crossed going towards 
Spanish Fort and :probably The Village. It is likely but totally unsub­
stantiated that portions of' Highway 31 was part of the communication road 
with Spanish Fort. There is evidence of stage trails crossing D'Olive 
Creek from the Village (now in the midst of a large shopping center being 
constructed on this creek) and meeting this trail on the high ground east 
of Spanish Fort. 

Getting back from our trail from Lillian, it also continued north sometime 
in history to Blakely via the old Bromley-Pensacola road, It seems more 
likely that this portion of the trail was after the Spanish period, probably 
before and d~ring the Civil War. Another road according to Civil War Period 
maps, .. travelled west across Fish River to Ragged Point on Mobile Bay from 
this crossroad. At some point in history, this crossroad became known as 
Greenwood. Greenwood was speculated to be a plantation during the Civil 
War when Confederate cavalry troops stopped there. Numerous accounts of 
the era mention the name and it occurs on maps of 1865 and 1872. There­
after it disappears except for Greenwood Cemete:ry west of Loxley and Green­
wood Branch northeast of the same town. The exact location and any arti­
facts have not been found mainly because it seems to have been located in 
the midst of a rather large modern day farm which prevents confirmation. 

'During the Spanish Period~ the trail from the Village, Spanish Fort, 
Greenwood on to Nunez's ferry on the Perdido then on to Pensacola is 

through 
likely 
It is to be the most important cf the Spanish Trails through our country. 

likely this is the route that armies travelled during the Battle for 
Spanish Fort ( "Battle of the Village ii), the War of ,1812 and the Indian 
Wars. The Village seems to have been a critical crossing, camping, 
docking and material staging point up through the Civil War, Soon there­
after, it disappeared like Greenwood, 

Mike Blake and I have been following old stage roads all over Baldwin, 
Washington and Clarke Counties for a number of years. Mike BLl\itE has 
spent his entire life walking these areas with a knowledgeable eye. 
Most of my interest lies in finding sites and routes given on old maps and 
written accounts. Perhaps some of the information provided here will 
redocument locations of places in Baldwin County, Better yet, perhaps 
some reader can provide more definitive information about activities and 
locations of the sites mentioned. I feel confident that there are people 
living even today that know more about such places as Hollywood, Alexis 
Springs, Roaring Springs, Holyoke, Milstead's Bridge and Deer Park. We 
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have searched diligently for them all, come close but never are we quite able 
to ve'rify' their location or significance. 

The most .discouraging thing is to see the rapid and destructive pace that 
development is incurring on the county historical sites and routes, This 
development·is occurring with little knowledge or concern for·the geography 
or history of this area. The mauling of the hills around Spanish Fort and 
D'Olive Creek are the most obvious examples of this unplanned growth. Only 
drastic and rapid measures will blunt this trend. 

THE OXFORD RIFLES OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR OF 1898 
.An Army Made Up Entirely of Volunteers 

Submitted by J. C. HA:Nil of Gulf Shores, Alabama and compiled from his father's 
old Spanish American War records. 

Available records indicate that all of the volunteers from Baldwin County, 
Alabama were members of 11 Company I, First Alabama Regiment 11 • This Company 
was known as the 11 0xford Rifles 11 because they were mustered in at Oxford, 
Alabama. ··The complete roll of Company I, First Alabama Regiment is listed 
below to provide to the descendants of those who were from Ba~dwin County, 
a listing of their officers, buddies, and comrades. They were mustered 
into service May 1, 1898 and mustered out October 31, 1898. 

' . 

FIRST ALABAMA REGIMENT 
Commander - Col. E. L, HIGDON 

OFFICERS AND MEN OF CO:MJ?ANY 11 Itt 
Captain - Arthur HARRISON 
First Lt. - Tom B. COOPER 
Second Lt. - Clifton B. SITTON 

SERGEANTS 
*James M. ARMSTRONG David W. SHUFORD 

Ross GREEN D. Houston SMITH 
0. Augu.stus HILTON Joseph J. TAYLOR 

CORPORALS 
Jas, M. DAVIS 
Joseph W. MALLORY 
David SMITH 
Lewis POSTELL 

MUSICIANS 
William J, DODGE 

Hampton DRAPER 
George THGMAS 
Joseph A. HARDIN 
Charles P. NUNNALLY 

*Wm, H. HORTON 

ARTIFICER 
Wm. J. AUSTIN 

John A. BARKER 

ALLISON, Joshua 
BREWTON, James 

WAGONER 

PRIVATES 
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BROWN, Lonnie 
BUSH, George R. 
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COTNEY, J0hn J. 
CROW, James R. 
CARNELL, Frank 
CASPER, Clem A. 
DRIVER, Archie R. 
AUSTIN, Alonzo 
BASS, William 
BEDDOE, George 
*CARR, Toney A. 
COTNEY, Ferrill 
r,HA.MJ3ERS, Henry Z. 
COUCH, Carter 
CANNON, Samuel P. 
DUJ'ilLAP, Charlie 
*FEMINEAR, Joseph L. 
FULTON, Ezekiel 
FULLBRIGHT, Rufus J. 
GAINES, Nicholas P, 
GLOVER, Willie B. 
GILMORE, William 
HOLLIFIELD, Willie 
HA.YllEN, Thomas 
*HAMILTON, C. W. 
HENSE, Ed. 
HORTON, Jesse D. 
JOEN"SON, Earnest S. 
*JONES, John L. 
JUSTICE, Luther 
LEWIS, James S. 

LOTT, Jesse G. 
l'<'.IE.AGHER, William P. 
JYIASON, Ellod L. 
McMILLAN, Luke H~ 
McGOBMAN, John 
MIMS, James W. 
OLSEN, Olen J. 
PONDER, John J, 
ROBERSON, Randall R. 
REl""NOLDS, Frank D. 
STOCKDALE, Colen 
STEELE, William 
SARRELL, Thomas G. 
SIDRLEY, Ed. 
SETLIFF, William 
TIGETT, Charlie R. 
TICE, William G. 
WEBNER, Frank 
WEDGEWORTH, William A. 
WHITE, Elijah F. 
YOE, P. G. 
FORTNER, William T. 
FRANKLIN, William J. 
FOX, :Mike 
GREER, William R. 
*GENTRY, Walter 
GRAVES, Joseph A. 
HA.RRIS, Frank 
*HAND, Charles C. 

HEWITT, Edward 
HOGUE, Thomas 
JOHNSON, John 
JEFFERS, Robert 
JONES, Thomas 
KENNEYBROOK, David 
LARSEN, Norender 
McCLURKIN, William F. 
MALLORY, David M. 
McCOLLIS, Burrell 
*McCONNELL, Reuben D. 
MERRITT, Clifford S. 
NICHOLS, Charles D. 
PBILLIPS, Robert W. 
POSEY, Ambrose P. 
BAY, Earnest P. 
*SKIPPER, James L. 
SULLIVAN, Richard O. 
SMITH, Edgar D. 
SAiilDERS, James P. 
SMITH, Allen 
*THO:MAS, Frank 
TIGETT, Porter 
THOMPSON, William 
WOMACK, Charles R. 
WOOD, William M. 
WILLIAMS, Claud H. 
YEATMA.N, John F. 

NOTE: Those know"ll to volunteer from Baldwin County marked - * 

CLEAR SPRINGS CHURCH 
By Thomas H. WATERS, June 25, 1962 

Submitted by Mrs. Davida HA.STIE, Stockton, Alabama 

Sometime before the Civil War, Andrew L, HOLMA.N,-who lived and kept a 
s.tage stand on Perdido River built a school house just north of BOWMAN 
Place and taught his own and his neighbors' children. 

There is where Clear Springs Church was organized. We have been unable 
to establish the year. 

However, Haskin,s History of Methodism in Pensacola says it is one of 
the results of meetings held at the Brady Camp Ground, which had its 
beginning in 1857 and continued until broken up by the war. We do not 
know how long services were held here. From memoirs left by my mother, 
Mrs. Jordan L. (Julia HOLMAN) WATERS, we are told the first sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Alpheus JONES. Among those who joined the church 
were Jordan L. WATERS, Mr. E. M. WATERS and Mrs. Irene BOWMAN. The 
church was later moved to its present l0cation. 

Rev. WATSON was the first preacher to serve there, The two 0ldest 
stones in the cemetery are dated 1865. The first building at this site 
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MUST HAVE BEEN BUILT OF UNPEELED LOGS. It was .alled Little Barkey. The 
next one, due to faulty ~onstruction, the roof was lower in the middle 
than at ea~h end. It was ~alled Old Sway Ba~k. The next one, whi~h the 
writer well remembers, was a few yards south of present building whi~h 
was ~onstru~ted in 1900. At that time J. A. GORDY was pastor and Wm. COX, 
.Presiding Elder. Building ro:mmittee was ~omposed of Jordan L. Waters, 
Thomas HOLMAN, and D. G. McNEIL. The head ~arpenter was E. A. MOTON. 
The first deed to land was from Henry WATSON and his wife Camilla, on 
April 14, 1883 for three acres. 

In 1914, in order to enlarge the cemetery, more land was a~quired. The 
Southern States Lumber ~ompany gave a deed to more land and in 1916 they 
gave another deed to ~orre~t an error in the fi.rst one. There is now 
approximately ei.ght and one-half a"res. Rev. Franklin MOSELEY informed 
me that he has a re~ord of the appointment of G. W. JONES to the Bay 
Mi_nette ~ir~uit, Pensa~ola Distri~t, De~ember 17, 1888. He served two 
years. Your writer well remembers JONES and W. T. RENCHER who pre'"'.eded 
him. Someti.me during the nineties, 1;lear Springs was transferred to the 
Daphne Mission, Mobile District. 

r'lear Springs some years later was returned to the Pensacola Distri_ ct. 
Sin~e we find no re~ord as to when it was admitted to the Alabama 0 on­
feren e, we must ~onsider some of the in~idents of that time. My father 
was born in 1842 and united with the "hur"h at about the age of 17 when 
it was at its first lo~ation. This indi ates the year as 1859. The 
Brady 1;amp r,round meeting mentioned earlier had its in~eption in 1857. 
Therefore we are for-:ed to the "Onr:lusion that i;lear Springs l;hur"h was 
organized sometime during this perio~. 

After G. W. JONES, we are somewhat un-:ertain as to his su~cessor but 
probably W. B. DENNIS. Next we had R. A. MOODY, R. C. WILLIAMS, J. 1iL 
HENSON, J. A. GORDY, 0. V. CIU,HOUN, C. W. NORTHl:UTT in the order named. 

For a list of later preachers, I leave that task to some of the sommunity 
more qualified than I. A. J_ LAMAR, J_ S. FRAISIEB ~?), AND Wm. COX 
were Presiding Elders during those days. 

June 25, 1962. 

LIFE AND TIMES OF Al'IDREW LEWIS HOLMAN 
November 28, 1813 -- September 29, 1899 

By Thomas Holman WATERS, Grandson, December 1965. Submitted by Mrs. Davida 
HASTIE, Stockton . 

AndTew Lewis HOLMAN was born in South Carolina November 28, 1813, the 
youngest of five shildren. He had two brothers and two sisters. We have 
no further record of the family ex~ept that one of the girls married a 
Mr. DeLOACH. 

Le~ an orphan at the age of five he was taken to the home of an un~le 
and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Henry TAYLOR. They were kind and prosperous people, 
but Mr. TAYLOR would have an o~casional spree whir:h did not suit Lewis. 

At the age of fifteen he slipped away from his benefactors and began a 
long walk. to Alabama, where other relatives had previously moved. He 
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patiently worked his way from pla~e to pla e until he rear::hed Camden, Ala­
bama, where he found employment. Speaking of it in later years he said 
he never begged a meal during the entire journey. He retained this sense 
of pride, independenr::e and rugged honesty throughout his long and useful 
"areer. 

After he had been at r.amden a short while he realized the need of some edu­
r.ation and began to set aside from his wages money for this purpose There 
were no publir:: sr::hools at that time. He attended short sessions until he had 
devoted one year in all to study. He thus obtained a good pradical know­
ledge of reading, writing, spelling and arithmeti~ 

In early manhood he married Miss Hespah WILLIAMSON of r:amden. A son was 
born to them whom they named Emanuel Wesley for Lewis' older brother One 
year later Mrs. HOLMAN died. Then leaving his little son with his mother's 
relatives, Lew"i. s went to Baldwin r.ounty and found employment in the saw 
mills along the Tensas Bi ver near Blakely, at that time a thriving little 
town and the r:ounty Seat of Ba lei.win. In the meantime Mrs. Henry TAYLOR, 
the aunt who had given Lew"i.s a home in his early ~hildhood days, had moved 
from South ~arolina and built a home near where Bay Minette now stands. 

As soon as he ~ould make the necessary arrangements, Lewis returned on 
horse-back to ramden for his little son Pla"ing him on a pillow in front 
of him they made the return trip. Reaching the home of his aunt, Mrs. 
TAYLOR, he placed Emanuel in her care and Lewis returned to his work 

At that time Patrick BYRNE was Probate Judge of Baldwin County. Living in 
his home as one of' the family was an orphan girl, Mi_ ss Emily Arrabetta 
ROBERTS. After a short ~ourtship, she and Lewis HOLMAN were married. 
This brought about another nhange for little Emanuel. He was taken from 
the home of his aunt to his father's home and pla~ed in the care of his 
stepmother, who loved and cared for him as i.f he were her own son. Under 
her care and influen"e he grew into a good and useful manhood. 

Lewis and Emily first lived near Rocky Hill. Their first child, Mary, was 
born there. From there they moved to Hall 1 s rowpen between Ro~ky Hill and 
Bay Minette. Next, they lived at the Alex HALL Pla~e and then at some 
other plane, between Bay Minette and Bell Fountain. Wext they moved to 
Bell Fountain to take are of cattle for Mr. Bil± HALL. While there, they 
also kept a supper ·stand for the passengers who rode the stage coa~hes 
operating between Pensa~ola, Florida and Hall's Landing on the Tensas River. 

Later, they settled what is now known as the HAMILTON Pla 0 e, where their 
four younger ~hildren were born Mr. Howard HALL moved to Bell Fountain. 
They were find neighbors. When Martha HOLJ.l.'.IAN was born her mother did not 
supply enough milk, someone arried her to Mrs. B:ALL once a day for feeding. 
Th~ B:ALLs probably did not remain there long afterward. Our notes show 
that Sol STAPLETON lived there and that he and Mr. HOLMAN built a s--hool 
house and that Emanuel and the two oldest girls, Mary and Ann, went to 
sr.hool there. Sr.hool was in session three months a year and was taught by 
VAN l'ifOTE. 

Their 
now. 
ruary 
1850. 
Plar.e 

stay here must have been longer than at any other pla~e up until 
Their four youngest children were born there. John was born Feb-
5, 1840. Julia, their youngest child, was born there November 6, 

She was three years of age when they moved to the :Bill DAVIS 
at Perdido River. 
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For a time Mr. HOLMAN retained possession of Hamilton Place. He had le~ 
some hogs there and hauled peaches to the market from there. 

At the Davis Place he operated a ferry ar.ross Perdido River. They kept a 
:supper-stand for the Ellsworth Line, whir:h operated between. Pensar.ola and 
Hollywood,--Daphne, Alabama. When the stage driver rear.hed within a mile 
of the house he blew his horn to indi~ate the number of passenge~s he had, 
one blast for ear.h passenger. Julia, the youngest ~hild from whose memoirs 
this is written, said her duty was to assist the ladies who rode the stage. 
She said the ladies wore hoop-skirts and she wondered how they ~ould squeeze 
intb the narrow confines of the coach. · 

While at this lor.ation Mr. HOLMAN took his boys into the woods; felled 
trees, built a s~hool house, opened s~hool and taught his own and his neigh­
bors1 r:hildren . 

. Th~s house also served as a plar:e of worship . .A ~hurch was organized there 
and servir:es were held until it was moved to its present site and is the 
Clear Springs Methodist ~hurch. 

The, ~ivil War was now raging and it brought mu~h grief and hardship for the 
HOLMANS. Emanuel had married Miss Lu~y KELLEY. They had two children and 
were living near Tar Kiln Bayou on the Florida side of Perdido Bay. The 
Confederates had given the HOLM.ANS choi,.e of moving to the Navy Yard or 
further ba"k from the line. Hoping to save some of their possessions they 
moved to the Bryant LEE Place near what is now the Magnolia Farm. Emanuel ts 
health failed. His father, realizing the ne~essity of having him nearby, 
bui.lt him a house at what -Ls now the'JOWES Pla~e and moved him into it. 

Two sons, Lewis and Henry, died during Or.tober 1864 while serving with the 
Union Anny at the Navy Yard. 11 Confederates had evacuated this pla~e 
during the latter part of 1862. n They are buried _in· the "National r.emetery 
at Barrancas. Another son, George, died May 1, 1865. Emanuel's health, 
after improving for a while, failed again. He died June ·7, 1865. Both 
are buried in Clear Springs 1:emetery. 

Meanwhile the Confederates had given Mr. HOil1AN orders to move again. 
Gathering his sheep with the helpof his son, Tom, and two daughters, Martha 
and Julia, and Jeff BATES and Bethina KELLEY, he-dro·ve them to Bell Foun­
tain. Jeff BATES was an orphan boy, who had ~hosen Mr. HOLMAN as his 
guardian and was living with them. Bethina KELLEY~ was ·Emanuel 1 s sister­
in-law. Other members of the family remained temporarily at the LEE Plar.e. 

After about two weeks time the l:onfederates gave more orders. Again gather­
ing the sheep and taking what belongings they ~ould, they headed toward Bay 
Minette. They rea hed Sam WHITEs the first day. The next day they moved 
on'to Hickory Hollow near Bay Minette where they pitched tent and settled 
down· for the duration of the War which was now nearing its end. When they 
left Bell Fountain they were obliged to leave some things behind. Many of 
these were stolen. Among them was Mrs. HOLMAN's valuable Do~tor Book (The 
Physician) . 

Mr. HOLMAN Moved other members of his family as he could from the LEE Place. 
'rransportati0n with horse and wagon was slow. On one trip, when Tom and 
Julia with Jeff BATES went ba k for a load, rain began falling on them 
when they reached Oak Flat on the return trip, and continued until they 
reached the Randal r.AIN Pla~e where they spent the night in a var.ant 
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house. The boys lighted a fire with matches they had managed to keep dry. 

They slept on chairs they had on the wagon. Telling her children of this 
experience many years later, Julia said she did.nft sleep mueh that night. 
It seems that their tents were the only shelter they had during their stay 
at Hickory Hollow, which was probably not long. 

The War ended shortly afterward. They heard the guns as the battle was 
waged around Blakely, Union soldiers soon arrived, and some set up their 
tents close by. They were very kind and never molested anything the settler~ 
had. 

our records do not show how long the HOLMANS remained afterward. They 
probably lost no time in returning home to take care of any possessions 
they had left. 

Afterward they kept a dinner-stand for the Ellsworth Line at the Rfl,.Y Place 
·(now the WATERS Place) about two miles west of Perdido Riyer. Probably 
the next and final move was back to Bill DAVIS Place at tqe river. 

Andrew L. HOLMAN represented. Baldwin County in the Alabama House cf Repre .. 
sentatives in the sessions of 1868-69-70. He introduced a bil+ to mov~ the 
County Seat from Blakely to Daphne. This law was passed and approved by 
the Governor 11 August 1868. Later in the same year he introduced a bill 
to form a new County out of portions of Baldwin and Conecuh to be called 
Escambia (Senate Journal Book No. 4 -- 1868, Page 290). 

After the war he resumed operation of his ferry across Perdido River and 
continued this service until a bridge was built some time in the Nineties. 
He was elected Justice of the Peace and held the office until forced by age 
to retire. He was a cobbler, carpenter and blacksmith and supplied such 
services as his ovm and the community's needs required. This service in~ 
eluded making coffins as they were needed. For this service he never accepted 
any pay. 

Lem,s and Emily HOLMAN in the true pioneer spirit and by tb,eir tireless 
energy and indomitable will, bravely and.unflinchingly met an~ overcame 
the problems and obstacles of their time. As they-gradually accumulated 
some means they invested in land and livestock or made some other provi­
sion for the future. Thus, they achieved their secu:r:ity an<i were able tq 
help many others who were in need of assistance. 

They raised ten children to adulthood and gave them the best educational 
advantages obtainable at the time. 

Where.no school house existed, they built one. They always kept good books 
in their home. The influence of this wholesome christian home life was re­
flected in their children throughout their lives. 

Mrs. HOLMAN died 26 July 1873. Mr. HOLMAN survived her twenty-six years. 
During this time he energetically took care of his own interests and re­
tained a lively interest in his connn.uni ty, state and national affairs. 
Shortly before his death, he married Miss Annie KELLEY. We are unable to 
determine the date. We think it was about two years before. He died 
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29 September 1899. Engraved on his gravestone are these appropriate and well 
deserved words: nHere lies the remains of an honest man.n 

The foregoing was written from the memoirs of their youngest child, the late 
Mrs. Julia WATERS -- as told to her daughter, the later Miss Eva WATERS. 

QUERIES 

-Thomas H. WATERS, 
Grandson . 

MILLER, Frederick -- Only known Collector of Customs at the Port of Blakeley, 
1822-31. Does anyone have any infor:mation on this man and possibly a picture. 

DARLING, Dennison -- Collector of Customs at Fort Stoddert, 1810. He also 
was in partnership with Benjamin SMOOT, who ran a store near Fort Bowyer. 
His wife was Sarah, daughter of David MD1S. A daughter, Annette; married 
William WILKINS. Can anyone·help with information and a picture of DARLING? 

Mrs. Gertrude J. Stephens, 2 Lee Circle, Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527. 

DO YOU NEED? 

A Brief History of Baldvd.n County, (Alabama) by L. J. Newcomb COMINGS and 
Martha M. ALBERS-,-President and Secretary of Baldwin County (Ala) Historical 
Society, cl928. Third Printing, January 1969, for sale by The Baldwin County 
Historical Society, c/o Mrs. Davida R. HASTIE, P. o. Box 69, Stockton, Ala. 
36579. $3.00. 

Back copies of the Quarterly are available -- each volume indexed. Order 
from Mrs. Davida HASTIE, P. 0. Box 69, Stockton, Ala. 36579. Price: $1.25 
each -- special price to members of 50¢ each, 

HISTORY 

Windsor, five stories high, topped by an observatory;- and surrounded by 29 
gigantic stone Corinthian columns, was once the most regal mansion of the 
Mississippi River. Mark T'Wain, when a riverboat captain, piloted his course 
by Windsor's Tower. · 
Completed in 1861, Windsor survived the War Between the States, because, re­
portedly, General Ulysses s. GRANT thought it was too beautiful to burn, 
Then in 1890, Windsor was destroyed by fire, which started from the cigarette 
of a careless housegaest. 
The ruins of Windsor, with only 22 columns remaining, are in Port Gibson on 
Old R0dney Road. · Copied. 

I have noticed my conscience for many years, and I know it is more trouble 
and bother to me than anything else I started with. -- Mark Twain. 

Lord, when we ~r~ wrong, make us 
make us easy to live with. 

will to change. 
Peter MARSHALL. 

9!+ 

""-- .. ·:.-.-'."!"·'·. 

And when we are rtght, 
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Marlow Ferry, 78 
Marlow Methodist Church, 

81, 83 

. .-... 



... ,,,. 
. . ·,~. 

Marsh, 67 
Marshal/Marshall, 12, 

47, 94 
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Mason, 29, 78, 89 
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Matkins, 77, 78 
Matthews/Mathews, 79, 
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Moeler, 56 
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Moody-, 90 
Moore, 81, 85 
Moreno, 50 
Morgan, 9 
Morrell/Morrill, 17,18 
Morris, 13 
Morrison, 48 
Morse, 73 
Moseley, 90 
Moton, 90 
Mulloy, 59 
Mund, 12 
Munz, 81 
Murphy/Murphey/Mur-

phree, 16, 66 
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National Cemetery,92 
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Nelson, 12, 16, 19, 29 
Ness, 3; 27, 53, 74 
Neuman, 55 
New Orleans, La., 81 
Newtonvs Ferry, So 
Nichols, 34, 89 
Northcutt, 90 
Nunez Ferry, 87 
Nunnally, 88 
Nuzum, 3, 27, 53, 74 
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Oliver, 13 
Oak Flat, 92 
O'Connell, 67 
Odom, 51, 73 
Old Rodney Rd., 94 
Old Sway Back, 90 
Old Union Church, 72 
Old st. Patrickts Bell, 

49 
Olsen, 89 
Oppenborn, 56 
Orange Beach, Al,10,20 
Osborne, 81 
Ostergren, 14 
Oswald, 14 
Owens/Owen, 3, 27, 51,53, 

57, 74, 79 
Oxford Rifles of the Span­

ish Arn. War of 1898, 87 · 
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Pardee, 56 
Parker, 6, 21, 62, 67,73 
Parks, 10 
Parker, 48 
Patrick, 79, 85 
Patterson, 15 
Pattison, 62, 63 
Pensacola,Fla., 86,91,92 
Perdido Beach, 19 
Perrine, 51 
Peters, 32 
Peterson/Petersen, 78, 

80, 82, 85 
Phillips, 48,50,77,89 
Pickens, 68 
Pierce, 34,47,48,51,76, 

77, 78, 85 
Pig Club, 84 
Pilgrim, 59 
Pine Rest Cemetery, 16, 

17, 18 
Place Names of Baldwin Co., 

29 thru. 44 
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Planters & Merchants 
Steam Packet Line, 7 

Playhouse, 10 
Pendleton, 11 
Poe, 76 
Point Clear, Ala., 18, 84 
Ponder, 89 
Port Gibson, 94 
Poser, 13 
Posey, 89 
Postle/Postel, 81, 88 
Postma, 72 
Priddy, 81 
Prochaska, 81 
Progress & Poverty,22,23 
Pumphrey, 81, 84, 85 

Q 

Quinlan, 49 

R 

Raber, 79, 84, 85 
Railroads: 

Fort Morgan City Line, 
79 

L&N, 79 
Rainer, 14 
Rains, 62 
Ramsay, 47 
Randall, 32 
Randon, 50, 73 
Rankin, 73 
Ray, 89 
Red Eagle, 50 
Redditt, 13, 14 
Redwood, 7 
Rencher, 90 
Reynolds, 51, 89 
Rhodes, 16, 77, 78, 79, 

81, 83, 85 
Rich, 86 
Riekmann, 56 
Riggins, 85 
Rioboco,. 66 
Rivers, Lakes,Streams: 

Alabama R., 61 
Bigbee, 7 
Blakeley,·60, 61 
D'Olive Creek,87,88 
Fish R,, 78, 86 
Gr.eenwood Branch, 87 
Magnolia R., 70 
J:,.ti.ssissippi R., 94 
Mobile Bay, 24,25,32, 

60, 61, 87 
Perdido Bay,86,91,92,93 
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Perd.ido R. , Bo, 86, 
87, 89 

Tar Kiln Bayou, 92 
Tensas R, , 91 
Three Mile Creek, 86 
Tombigbee, 7, 32 
Warrior, 7 
Weeks Bay, 86 

Roaring Springs, 87 
Roberson, 89 
·Roberts, 59, 76, 91 
Robertsdale, Al,, 49,80, 

81, 82, 86, 87 
Robinson:, 85 
Robson, 66 
Rockstall, 59 
Rocky Hill, 91 
Rogers/Rodgers, 67 
Romans, 56 
Ross, 12, 68 -
Rupert, 62, 64, 65, 66, 

67, 73 
Russell, 56 
Ryan, 51 

s 

St.Patrick's Church, 49 
Sager, 81 
St. Stephens, -54, 68 
Sanders, 89 
Sanford/Sandford, 51 
Sarrell, 89 
Sauer, 78 
Scharpf, 58 
Schaeppis, Bo, 81 
Scheer, 59 
Schenk, So, 81, 85 
Schneppi, 80 
Schreiber, 55 
Schroeder, 
Schruner, 56 
Schult, 55, 56 
Schultz, 49 
Schwiechard, 78 
Scott, 3, 27, 53, 62, 

74 
Seeberger, 11 
Sehoy, 50. 
Seminole, Al., 80 
.Setliff, 89 
Sharp, 78 
Sharretts, 77, 78, 79, 

So 
Sheldon, 85 
Shell Banks, 16, 18 
Shell Banks Cemetery, 

16 

Sherman, 76,79,80,81,82, 
83, 84, 85 

Shirley, 89 
Shoemaker, 13 
Shomo, 50 
Shuford, 88 
Shure, 81 
Sibley, 32 
Silver, 72 
Sill!!llons, 3, 8, 9, 27, 

53, 74 
Single Tax Colony 

20, 22, 23 
Sitton, 88 
Skipper, 89 
Slaughter, 4, 5, 50 
Sluder, 67 
Smith, 50, 56, 62, 66, 

67, 88, 89 
Smoot, 94 
Snasel, 81 
Snelder, 13 
Snook, 3, 27, 53, 74, 

76, 83, 85 
Sonora, 76,77,78,79,80 
Sonora-Marlow News, 85 
Sorensen, 80, 81 
South Baldwin Tel. Co. 

Bo 
South Carolina, 33 
Southern Plantation De­

velopment Co. , 78, 79 
South River Park Communi-

ty Cem., 47 
Spanish .American War, 88 
Spanish Fort, Al., 60,87,88 
Spanish Trail, 86, 87 
Spendler, 13 
Spicer, 57 
Springer, 13 
Springsteen, 3,10,11,12, 

13 ,14, 20, 27,29 ,47 ,53, 55, , 
74 

Stamm, 81 
Stancliff, 12 
Stapleton, 91 
Stark/Starke, 6 
Stassi, 59 
Steadham, 23, 72 
Steel/Steele, 89 
Steiner/Stiner, 12 
Steinman, 66 
Steirs/stears, 79, 81 
Stephens/Stevens, 3,5,6,27, 

51,53,52,74,78,94 
Stetson, 6 
Stetzenmuller, 47, 48 
Stevenson, 67 
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Stewart, 14, 47 
Stimpson, 85 
Stockard, 65 
Stockdale, 89 
Stocke, 13 
Stockton, 32, 33 
Stockton, Al., 25 
Stokes, 4, 6, 7 
Stone, 4, 7, 8, 73 
Street, 48 
Stringfellow, 85 
Stroble, 6 
Strong, 16, 17, 18, 

19, 68 
Strudwick, 79 
Stuckey, 81, 85 
Styron/Stiron, 12, 14, 

15, 28, 29 
Sullivan, 89 
Summerdale, Al., 49, 

77, 79, So, 81, 86 
Summers, 78, 79 
Sti.tter, 79 
Sweden, 48 
Swendson, 58 
Swift Cemetery, 54, 

58 
Swi~ Presbyterian 

Church, 20 
Sykora, 81 
Switzerland, 33 
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Tabacha, 50 
Taggart, 66 
Talkington, 81 
Tate, 50 
Taylor, 12, ~8, 90,91 
Teem, 77, 85 
Tensas/Tensaw, Al., 

71, 72 
Thiel, 17 
Third Michigan Cavalry, 

61 
Thomas, 48, 88, 89 
Thomley, · 77 
Thompson/Thomson, 48, 

50, 51, 69, .89 
Tice, 89 
Tiggett/Tigett, 89 
Timiney, 48 
Timm.in, 69 
Timiney Cemetery, 47 
Tolar/Toler, 47 
Tomato Club, 84 
Torbert, 68 
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Toulmin, 3, 27, 53, 
54, 69, 74 

Towe, 67 
Travis, 48 
Trevin, 14 
Tunstall, 50 
Turnbull, 73 
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Ullerich, 14 
Underwood, 76,77,85 
Union Sunday School, 

79 

V 

Van Note, 91 
Van Wie, 81 
Van Wynen, 49 
Vanness, 11 
Veal, 78 
Vessels,Boats,Yachts,etc. 

Althea, 60 
Admiral, 7 
Ben Lee, 7 
Cincinnati, 61 
D L Talley, 7 
Eliza Battle, 7 
Edna, 19 
Hollybird, 19 
Ida, 61 
Itasca, 61 
Kickapoo, 61 
Lucy, 19 
Magnolia, 78 
Milwaukee, 60,61 
Narcissus, 60 
Octarara, 60 
Osage, 60, 61 

Vessels, Cont'd 
Philippi, 60 
R B Hamilton, 61 
Rose, 61 
Red Bird 19 
Rodolph, 61 
St. Patrick, 60 
Sciota, 61 
St. Marys, 61 
Tecumseh, 60 
Winnebago, 61 

Village, The, 87 

w 

Wade, 62, 63 
Waite, 81 
Wakefield, 69 
Walk.eford, 12 
Walker, lO,ll,12,14,15,16, 

17,18,19,20,28,29,47,51, 
55, 60, 81 1 

Wa;t.ker Family Tree, 4,14 
Wallac·e, ·51 
Walnut Hill,Fla., 83 
Walter, 56 
Waltz, 67 
Wammack, 69 
Ward, 47 
Waters, 89,90,93',94 
Watkins, 63,65,77,78 

(Matkins?) 
Watson, 89, 90 
Weatherford, BO,. 51 
Wedgeworth, 89 

:Wehner, 89 
Weiss, 81 
Wells, 85 
Welsh, 13 
Wenzel, 48, 49 

Can anyone assist in: 

Wesley, 79 
Wheatfield, 81 
Wheeler, 50 
White, 10,81,89,92 
Whiting, 86 
Wiegane, 55 
Wiersig, 13 
Wilkie, 17 
Wilkins, 51, 94 
Williams,66,78,81,89,90 
Williamson, 91 
Willis, 29, 59 
Wilson, 3,12,27,48,49, 

52,53, 74, 78,84 
Windsor Place, 94 
Wingender, So 
Witt ( C,em) ,4-11, 12 
Woerner, 56 
Wolf, 79 
Womack, 89 
Jrdod, 89 
Woodson, 63 
Wright, 67, 85 
Wynn, 77,78,79,84,85 

y 

Yeatman, 89 
Yoe, 89 
Younce, Bu., 85 
Young, 48,62,63,64,65,73 
Yupon, 79 
Yutzy, 11 

' 
z 

Zaruba, 8;J... 
Ziegler, 14 
Zimmerman, 55, 56 

l, Copying records in the courthouse and 
all cemeteries in the county? 

2. Typing and indexing the Quarterly? 
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The Baldwin County Historical Society was founded in Fairhope, Alabamaon 
September 12, 1923, as a nonprofit organization. Contributions are deductible 
from Federal In~ome Tax because of the tax exempt status granted the Society 
by the U. S. Treasury Department. 

Membership in the Society is $5.00 per year single and $7.00 per 
Single copies of the Quarterly can be purchased for $1.25 each -
of 50¢ each to members. Remit payments to Membership Chairman: 
WTLSON, 109 Fig Street, Fairhope, Alabama 36532. 

year family. • 
special rate 
Mrs. Fred 

Articles and queries to be considered for publication in the Quarterly should 
be addressed to the Editor, Mrs. Gertrude J. STEPBENS, 2 Lee Circle, Spanish 
Fort, Alabama 36527, Correspondence relating to information, projects and 
other matters of the Society should be addressed to the President, Mrs. 
George T. FILLINGHAM, Jr., Fels Avenue, Fairhope, Alabama 36532. 

Neither the Editor nor the Baldwin County Historical Society assumes responsi­
bility for errors of fact or opinion eXJ)ressed by contributors. 

We owe it to our ancestors .~o 
preserve entire those rights, 
which they have delivered to 
our care. We owe it to our ' 
posterity, not to suffer their 
dearest inheritance to be 
destroyed. 

-Author unknown 
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An excellent furniture polish is of equal parts of shellac varnish, 
linseed oil and spirits of wine. 
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After washing out glass articles, let them dry thoroughly and then rub 
with prepared chalk and a soft brush. 

To prevent discoloration from bruises apply a cloth rung out in a very 
hot water and renew frequently until the pain ceases. 

To remove ink stain from linen put the stain part in pure melted tallow, 
then wash out the tallow then the ink will disappear. 

Do not put glass articles that have held milk in hot water as this causes 
the milk to penetrate the glass and it can never be removed. 
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TEE BROOKLEY AIR FORCE SALU'I'E TO BAY MINETTE, ALAB.A¥.IA 
The material included in this script was compiled and written by the Public 
Information Office, Brookley Air Force Base, (Mobile, Alabama) and was 
given over WKRG on September 30, 1950, as Program #4; background music, 
11 Into the Wild Blue Yonder''/ 
Submitted by: Mro J, C. HAND, Gulf Shores, Alabama, 

Bay :Minette, well knO'wn around these :parts as the cml!m1unity that 11 swipeda 
the Baldwin County seat from Daphne in 1901, is rich in historic lore, Any 
story of Bay Minette would. be incomplete without touching on the history 
su.rrounding tbEi community and the area in which it is located. 

Spanish explorers, like DeSOTO, once did battle with the Indian warriors 
in the vast pine forests around here. Less well known expl0rers, such as 
the Frenchman MIJ\J"'ETTE, who mapped the area, tramped through these same 
forests. You have probably guessed that the Frenchman MINETTE is the man 
in whose honor Bay Minette was named. 

Not far from here and to the North, the famous Indian warrior, Red Eagle, 
and his 'band of scalp-hunting Creeks massacred the white families living 
at Fort Mims early in the nineteentn century. 

It was back in 1896, that C. C. F...AND, his brother, W, T., and a nephew, 
J, D, HAND, packed up and left Chilton County, Alabama, to make their 
bome in Bay Minette. 

Only last week (Sept. 1950) we drove over to Bay Minette and talked with 
C. c. HAND, He is the last of the original three members of the family 
who settled here still alive. Incidentally, C. C. told us that he has 
two sons working at Brookley, One is Joe HAND, who lives at 12 Crenshaw 
Street in Mobile, and is assigned to the comptroller's office at the 
base, The other son, Co C., Junior, works in the maintenance division 
and still lives in Bay Minette. 

But let's get back to the early days, the six-shooter and oxen days in 
Bay Minette, as C. C. HAND calls them. 

Co C. told. us that he, his brother and nephew bought the J. A. CARNEY 
saw mill and estate. It was a big one, right around thirty thousand 
acres. C. C. chuckled as he remembered and told u~ that back in 1896 the 
land arou.nd Bay Minette, with the timber standing on it, was worth around 
a dollar and a quarter an acre; Boy, we can"t find a steak for that 
price today. 

We sat and lis~ened as C. C. HAND told us of the virgin forest. He 
spoke in a tone cf. :reverence, the tone of voice a man usually speaks in 
when he descri"oes a· sacred object or a beautirJ.l woman. He told us of 
giant pine trees towering toward the sky, forty to sixty feet befo}e you 
reached the first limbs. 11Why, man, 1' he said, 11 there were no stumps, no 
under brush--you could hitch up a team. of horses and drive right. through 
the woods! ;i 

He told us, too, of the great logs of knotless hard wood pine that were 
shipped to Eµgland and Ge:rmany from Mobile. He told how the solid wood 
bridge timbers and car sills for the old L&N Railroad were manufactured 
from the trees felled around Bay Minette. 
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Back in 1901, J, D. H..4.ND built the Court House, and named the streets of the 
community. =rherers an amusing story attached to the street-naming. They 
tell us that J. D. was sitting in an office on the town square with a group 
of old-timers and named a street in honor of each member of the group. The 
streets retain the same names today, and ~hny of the pioneers whose names 
they bear have family members still living in Bay Minette. 

A year later--that would be in 1902--the city elected its first mayor in 
a rip-snorting election, Successful candidate for the office was W. T. HAND. 

Dow'TI through the years have come many people from far-away lands to settle 
here. Among them have been Italians, Bohemians, Germans, Greeks, and the 
Croatians, who have joined with the native stock of Bay Minette and other 
communities in building Baldwin County into a great place in which to live. 

During our visit in the neighboring cmru:rrunity we met and talked with a 
number of its leading citizens, Let 1 s see, there was J. H. FOSTER, presi­
dent of the Chamber of Co:mrne:rce--he' s in the automobile business, Then 
there were three of the Chamber's directors, Julian BRISTOW, who operates 
a drug s~ore; V. V. RHODES, Jr., who is in the dairy business; and Harold 
STUART, a ~ry cleaner. 

Now, while we had no intentions of assuring you that we would 1,1ot land in 
the modern-looking jail house on Hand Avenue, we made a point of :tneetihg 
Max REID and J_. B, BLACKBURN. REID, who is associated with the Newport 
Industries is currently Bay Minettef s mayor, and BLACKBURN is city 
attorney. 

We were standing on the "square11 , talking to our newly made friends when 
Dr. J, C, McLEOD drove by, The doctor, a veteran of the quinine and 
saddlebag days, was in on the raiding party that 11 swiped11 the County Seat 
from Daphne. We were told with a chuckle that it was not so many years 
ago that Doc swore he would never give up his horse and buggy for one 
of those new-fangled automobiles. But he did, and at seventy years .of 
age is still carrying on his work. 

Then we were introduced to genial A. C. MOTT, and what an energetic 
character he is! A veteran of four and a half years' wartime service 
as a civilian worker at Brackley Air Force Base, MOTT today is o"Wner­
operator of' the Trammell Hotel, and secretary-manager of the Chamber of 
Commerce, to boot, 

MOTT told us that, before World War Two, there were only two large indus­
trial concerns located in Bay Minette and the nearby vicinity. 11They 
were,n he said, nthe Newport Industries, manufacturers of naval stores, 
and the Bacon-McMillian Veneer Company of nearby Stockton. 11 These two 
organizations employed a combined total of approximately 600 persons; 
and a•scattering of turpentine stills and pulpwood operations, each 
employing a handf:Jl of workers, rounded out the industrial picture of 
the town, 

Today that picture has changed, changed for the better. We visited the 
newl:r established branch mill of the Georgia Hardwood Lumber Company, 
which eventually w"i.ll hire upwards of 150 men. From here we drove to 
the home-owned Standard Manufacturing Company, which has somehwere 
between 25 and 50 men on its payroll, and then on to the new lumber 
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concentration yards of the Shepherd-Wells Lumber Corporation, where we 
found 100 persons at work. 

A postwar activity which is affording employment and bringing added spend­
ing power into the community is the fleet of 700 laid up Liberty ships. 
The mothball fleet is anchored in a snug haven on the Tensaw River, a bare 
eight miles from Bay Minette. 

One of the next persons we met was Jam.es FAULKNER. Jimmy, as you quickly 
learn to call him, is the editor and publisher of the progressive 11Baldwin 
'I'imes. 11 Incidentally, he is a former Air Force B-25 pilot. By talking t0 
Jimmy and pouring over a copy of the "Golden .Anniversary Editi0n" of his 
newspaper pc,1bl:i shed on February 2, 1939, we found that n0t 0rily the County 
Seat, but t.he 11'Baldwin 'rimes 11 as well, came from Daphne! 

'I'he newspaper, we found, had its inception as the nDapl:me Times 11 and the 
first edi"tion was published on May 26~ 1890. As we recollect, that was 
about twenty-two yearis after the county courthouse was moved to Dapl:me, 
George H. HCYLE, who divided his time between -being a real estate dealer 
in Bala:win County and a bookkeeper in Mobile County, was the paper\s first 
:p1iblisher, I'he first edition of the "Times" rolled off a press in the city 
of Mobile, 

Four years later, in 1894, Abner J, SMITH, for the tidy sum of fi~een 
dollars down and monthly pay:ments of ten dollars TJ.lltil the total of seventy­
five dollars had been paid, took over as :publisher-editor of the Times. 
When Bay Minette nswiped 11 the Cour1ty Seat in l901, the ·paper moved with 
the county government, and according to what we read in the 11 Golden 
Anniversary Edition11 the first edition of the paper hit the streets 0f 
Bay· Minette on Jr.1ly 4th, with a special edition on the dedication of the 
courthouse. 

Reading throu.gh the paper we found that after a long succession of editors, 
s..Timmy FAULKNER on October 1, 1936, became the edit0r of the 11Times. 11 

T. L. C. VALC was publisher at that time, and a year later Jimmy bought 
the paper from r.:i.8 boss. 

There are loads of people from Bay :Minette who worked and served at the 
Brookley Air Force Base, and even now many of them are still with us in 
one capacity or another. 

Dorries SMI'I'H was a pilot in the last war and now (1950) is commanding 
officer of the 8514th Air Force Reserve Unit, He :and the men of the out­
fit do their training at the base. 

Then there's a lumber tecl:mician in the supply division at Brookley--his 
name is William W, BYRNE. His parents were Bay ~linette pioneers, the 
late.~.r. and Mrs, W. H. BYRNE. Bill BYRNE, now (1950) a clear-eyed sixty 
;y-(:'a::rs young, i.s a veteran lumber man. He got his start in the "business 
.as a twenty-five cent a day sawdust roller for the Ingram Day Lumber 
Company up in Mississippi back in 1910, Right today Bill can walk up to 
a stack of lumber in the Brookley yard and, looking you straight in the 
eye, mind you, slap a big board and tell yo~ this is mahogany, came from 
Honduras, and was cut from the north side of the tree. 'Believe me, you'd 
believe him, too! 
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Not long ago Bill made a discovery, an amazing discovery to him and any 
other lun:foerman. He was checking sta.cks of llunber in the Brookley yard 
when he came on a piece of gum plywood, and looking u:p at him from the 
piece of wood was the very- spittin' image of the mythical Master Lumberjack, 
Paul Bunyan! The legendary giant~s image had been etched by nature into 
the knotted piece of gum ply·wood, Paul I s likeness is now neatly framed, 
and occup::.es a place of honor in Bill BYRNE's office, 

There? s a girl from Ba;r Il.d.nette who is doing a great job f'or the Air Force. 
She's Lieutenant Janice FEAGIN, flight nurse. Several times she has 
landed war wounded from the Korean front at the Brookley Air Force Base, 
She brings her wounded charges here on-board the Globemaster C-74 1 s be­
longing to the Military Air Transport Service, She's doing a swell job. 

You know, we j-u.st heard that Bay Minette's band WJ..ll have a place in the 
parade honoring Miss .4merica, Yolanda BETBEZE when she comes home to 
Mobile next Friday, Now, most of us at Brookley will be at work when the 
parade :!"olls, but, like the good citizens of Bay Minette, base personnel 
will take part in the civic observance honoring Miss America. Around one 
hundred airfilen from Brookley and the 1703rd Ai~ Transport Group stationed 
here will be in the line o~ march. 

I'll have to tell you a little story even though it is at my own expense. 
One S1.,mday afternoon,, we packed the fa'l1"ily into the car and drove over to 
Bay Minette to see the bay. Well, when we couldn't find it ourselves, 
we drove into a filling station, where an -unsmiling attendant inf'ormed us 
that the only bay hereabouts was the Mo"oile Bay we had crossed on the way 
to Bay Jvrl.1l-2tte; No, we didn 1 t find a bay, but i 1 ll tell you what we did 
i'ind. Shaped 1-:: 1'.:.::e a lone: stemmed goblet, it was a concrete water tower. 
There is only one O"i..i:.'3:::· lil:": it in this whole l'l"'ide world. Some say the 
other conc:cete goblet is in Ai:::: ca, but m.e, I can ft say for sure. 

Natives of' Bay Minette have a standing ;;,,l;e that has been going the rounds 
ever since the concrete tower was built in ':'Q].7. It goes like this, they 
tell me: " 1I'he residents of the comm.unity are :l: a:~ from being sanitary- -
for they all drink water out of the same gO:blet: '1 

Now as in the past, the people of your community are as sis"~~ ng us in turning 
out inr_portant work for our Air Force, It is you, the progress::..~,e citizens 
of Bay Jlfri.nette, that we the people of the Brookley Air Force Base f!.:;;lnte 
today. 

At this time next week, the Brookley Air Force Base wj_ll salute Fairhope, 
Alabama. 

The Brookley· Air Force Base Salutes is written by the Base Public Informa­
tion Office and produced by the Pu.blic Service Department of WKRG. 
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.CIVIL WAR LE':'TER 
Writer UnknoW11, Submitted by: Mrs. Eloise Wilson, Fairhope, Alabama, 

?eters·ourg, Va. - Nov. 21st 1864. 
My dearest Jl,bther, 

If SHERi'VIAN is r:ot arrested in his progress thro' Geo., it will be many a 
weary day before we hear from each other, I write with but little expecta­
tion of your getting it promptly but in the absence of any positive informa-· 
tion as to the immediate danger of 01lr commu.nications, I will at least do 
all I can to let you hear from me, If our :;;,eople are true to themselves 
( they·) ;.'ill destroy all subsistance in the line of his march, blockade 
the roads, cut of (off?) his foraging parties, hamper him in every con­
ceivable way, destroy him by piece meal, his plans can all be brought to 
naught -- it is no easy matter to march thro' an intensely hostile 
coimtry. Thar;k God the spirit of ou.r Army is not broken. It pulsates 
as t1·t1e to our cause as it ever did and with as firm a resolve to do or 
die, in the achievement of our liberties. We ar·e aJ.J. heartily tired of 
the war but would rather see it continue for generations than submit or 
give u·g to our b.ateru.l foe. Immense loses & sufferings will be intailed 
on 21:CERM.til\s 1::.ne of lliarch but :lf he get& to t't~e cos.st we are not subju­
ga:tedo Many· other states have s-:.~.ffered like devastations & their people 
are only :m.ore intense in their hatred to Yankee rule~ Acti ye operations 
were looked for here the first of this week but it has been raining 
steadily for· several days & GRANT' s expec"jea attack deferred. We will 
be found ready for him when he does move. It ls confidently expected 
that one more ef'fort will ·oe made to take the South Side road & perhaps 
Rieb.mend, GR!\.ii/'J: will bring his flotilla of iron clads to his aid but 
Richmond will not fall, nor will he quarter his troops for the winter on 
that much coveted road~ 

I addressed icy· last letter to Choctaw Corner D.nder cover to Mr, SLADE 
postmaster with request that be forward. I don't know if A---(? may be 
Airmo1mt) is still kept up. I will send this the same way as you spoke 
in ymir lest of spending some time, perhaps tbe winter, with Uncle George. 
If Father is better contented there I am glad of it. Tell the dear old 
gentleman to cheer up - to anchor his hope on t:1e righteousness of our 
cause & take comford from the manifest protection God in his Providence 
has hitherto extended over u.s, to anticipate & pray for its continuance. 
We ought never to despond while we feel and believe ours to be the cause 
of liberty, of truth & religion. I would have written a day or two ago 
b·t1t I had no p,,stage stamps, I will send you some as soon as cost is 
clear. My health is excellent, my love to Uncle & fa.mily, Kiss my darling 
boy -- try to keep him straight, Mother dear. Papa will write to him 
a.gain before long. Abner is well and sends howdy to Old Master and Mis­
tress & Mester Tom -- also to George & the other servants. 

Remember me to them all. With much love for r'ather & yourself, I am 
your dutiful & affectionate son. -

GENEALOGICAL EXTRACTS FROM 'IHE LAWS OF ALABAMA - 1807 to 1822 
Submitted by: Mrs, Jack RANDAL, Lubbock, Texas 

CF.APTER VII: An Act to fix the permanent. 8eat of Justice for the County 
of' Mobile, in the Town of Mobile, and to au:thorize the erection of a 
Court-House and Jail. Passed November 22, 1313, 
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Section 2, And be it further enacted tht ALVAN ROBESHOW, LEWIS JtJDSON, 
. .ADDIN LEWIS, CHRIS'I'OPHER STRONG STUART, and SAJIJIUEL H. GARROW, be, and 
they are hereby appointed coIIIIllissioners with power and authority to 
procure by }?1J.rchase or donatior:., at the expense of the county, a lot 
of' ground in said to,;,m, and to contact •.•• 

GHA?T:ER IX: Ex.tracts f::com an Act to alter and extend tbe Boundaries of 
the County of Baldwin, and for other pur:r;:iosei:L Passed December 16, 1820. 

Section 4: J\.nd be it further enacted, That the seat of Justice or Court-
house for the said county of Baldwin, as established by the f'irst sec­
tion of this act 9 be, and the same is hereby fixed in the town of' 
Blakeley. 

Secticn 5: And be it :fD.rther enacted, 'I'hat CYRUS SIBLEY, JPJvlES W. PETERS, 
FRANCIS B. S'I'OCKTON, BENJAMIN J, RAJIIDALL, and SAMUEL RALL, be~ and 
they are hereby .appointed commissioners, a majority of whom shall have 
power and antho:ri ty to procure by donation~ or •• , . 

Section 7: And oe it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of' the 
Sheriff, and the clerks of the circuit and county courts, or persons 
now exercising the duties of those offices, to remove within the 
lirni ts of Baldwin county, as now established ·by this act, on or be­
fore the first day of January next, and on moving into the county as 
afo.re said, it shall be their duty to give notice of the same to the 
person authorized to hold an election u..11.der the pro-,risions of this 
act; and :.f they fe.il to do so, then and in that case, there shall be 
an election holden in the to,;,m of Blakeley, in the said county of 
Baldwin as af'ores.aid, on the second Monday in January next, for the 
election of a sheriff, clerk of the circuit and clerk of the county 
court, and that CYRUS SIBLEY, CHARLES F.ALL*, RUSSELL STEBBINS, 
BENJ.AMIN J. Rll.NDALL, and FRANCIS B. STOCKTON, or a majority of' them~ 
·oe, and they are hereby appointed :managers of the said election, and 
the said managers shall conduct; said election in conformity to the 
elec·tion laws of this state~ and shall make return to the secretary 
of state of the persons so elected. 

*Note: This is praoably Charles liALL, II who wou.ld have been about 44 
·. in 1820, 

March 1 i::: ·---'' 

PEDRO a.e FAVROT'S CENSUS OF THE MOBILE DISTRICT, MOBILE 
Submitted by: Mi's, Jack RANDAL, Lubbock, Texas 

1787 AGI, PC, l eg 202. Nombre!S de los Habitant es Blanco' s, 
Benjamin Steran 23 

Tombikbee Moses Stedan 38-39 
V.iia Jones -1 26 J'osefros Nelson -- ..... _. -... , ----_ ........ --... 48 Carlos Canabay 34- 31 (or Helson) 24-32 

---------------- 51 or 61 Jorge Bick 48- 46 Naran La.well 31-36 
---- --· ------ --- - 63 Guillermo Cane 40- 39 Dabiz Mims 33 
---------------- 2- Juan Tilia---- 46 Josiah Fleieer 25 
Carlos Hall 41 - 37 Samuel Mims 47-22 Samuel Lyons 41-39 
Vicenie Walker 28 Adam Hollinger 49- 19 L- -- ens -47 

Gt:.iller.mo Walker 40 Cornelius Dunn 36- 26 M----a Burford 31-23 
Artur--aian- 31 Mi-- sullon 28- 20 Guillermo Tervin 45-35 
Franco Paiban 33 Juan Johenston 37- 32 Juan Morgan 43 
Guillermo Dreuo 41 Rubin Dyer 40- 29 Jorge Fallar 32 
Juan Manden 27 - 22 James Frazer 22 Jorte Filler ~~ Gui·lermo Sabeson 
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Jan, 1, 1787, AGI, PC, 1 eg 2361 

Franco ALEY-ANDRE 
Daniel WARD 
Pedro BA(JTISTA 
Carlos MIOu-X: 
Carlos DEMOUY 
Luis de LUSSER 
Luis DURET 
Ant 0 NARBOJ\JlIB 
Joseph CHAS'i:'ANG 
D--ing, D:JLIVE 
M--sme FAVRE 
Juan CHASTANG 
Jacques GENIER 
Simon LA.N:DRY 
Madame Morcclin 

88 or 83 
42 
40 y 3l 
53 - --
47 y 55 
63 - --
48 - --
51 y 38 
51 y 48 
48 y 39 

-5( 7) ( 67) 
48 
55 -
33 -
48 

Claire 
Rosette 

M---e----­
Ge-------e 

Julia Parent 
Marguerite Tris 

Isabelle 
Babet 
Adelaide 
Charlotte 

Margueritte 
Nannette 
Genevieve 

Babe-­
Lucie 

Pedro TROUILLET 33 y 18 Melanie 
Madame BLOQUE 42 - Mar------
Juan JOYCE 34 - -- =====~ 

Madame BECRDN 41 - -- ---------
Navcisco BROUTIN 27 y 20 Maria Anne 
Valentin du BROCA 51 y 48 Maria Jeanne 
Jacques de la SAUSSAYE 48 y 36 
Madame MAWURIER 48 -
Juan TROUILLET 3- - 24 · 
Pedro de JlJZAN -- - --
Cornelius McCURTIN 3- y 26 
Ant 0 NICOLAS 29 y 3-
Matoas le FLO 36 - --
Madame NANNETTE 66 - -­
Madame BEURGUEGNON 43 - -­
Joseph -OUZAGE 60 - 44 

Americanes Estable------ en Los-----

John LINDER (Sr,) 
Jol:l_n LINDER (Jr,) 

66 y 5l 
31 y 34 

January 1, 1787 AGI, P.C. 1 eg 236l 

Robert KILLCRASS 
Samu.el MIMS 
Adam HOLLINGER 
Richard BAILY 
John McGREW 
James DANDLEY 
John BAKER 
John BANDON 
John JOHNSTON 
Samu.el MOORE 
Joseph R.A.RDRIGE 
Daniel JOIIlifSTON 
George WEEKLEY 
Benjamin ROLINS 
Jeremias PHILUPS 
Jor.n LAWRENCE 
John MORRIS 
Cornelius DUNN 
Jo s e:ph LA WREN CE 
Charles CONWAY 

30 y 25 
45 -
46 -
40 -
45 y 35 

35 y 26 
30 -
25 y -9 
35 y 30 
31 y 25 
42 
64 y 48 
43 y 44 
33 y 33 
49 -
40 -
35 -
34 y 23 

32 y 29 

George PHILLIPS 
Beley CHETu"EY 

Jones McGREW 
Joseph BAITES 
James JACKSON 
William POw'EL" 
Cornelius RANE 
Thomas WHAITE 
William LUCAS 
Godefroy HOLMSON 
Charles HALLS 
John DUGLA.S 

31 y 22 
30 y 22 

43 y 37 
35 y 24 
36 y 28 
52 y 47 
40 y40 
36 y 30 
29 - --
22 y 20 
33 y 33 
60 - --

James DEAN 21 - --
William W.BINRITTE 39 y 34 
John KEA-ON 24 -
Richard COLMAN 24 y 34 
Thomas HUDSON 78 - -­
Jocysier FLETCHIER 21 y -1 
Arthur ROYAL.~ 25 
William KINDRED 18 - -­
John COPPINGERS 45 - --
------d TERVIN 30 y 33 

MOBILE U1'.DER FIVE FLAGS by Peter J,H.l\..i.'1.ILTON,LLD, 1913. The Gill Printing Co. 
Mobile. -- --

The second concession (grant) was one on Fish River (in present ·Baldwin Co,) 
to La POINTE, made by CADILLAC in 1715 and countersigned by the commissaire, 

,__. This was to raise cattle. The title became complete provided the grantee 
cultivated the land for two years, but was subject to whatever ta:ices might 
be imposed and also to the royal claires for timber for forts, repair of 
ships and other public works, including taking the whole tract, if necessary 
for fortifications, A cedar grove was reserved on the La POINTE Grant. 
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THE WALLACE FAMILY 
Submitted by Vi.rs, Carl W. (Sibyl CALL.\WAY) RYAN, Gulf Shores, Alabama 

John E. WALI,,.\CE was born in Carteret Co., N, C., March 12, 1795. He was 
the son of Robert and Hannah WALLACE. He married Jane Vatine GASKILL, 
December 12, 1818. She was born August 29, 1802, the daughter of Valentine 
GASKILL, also of Carteret Co., N. C. It is not certain when they moved to 
South Alabm,1-a, but records show they were living in Portsmouth, N. C. in 
1820. 'I'heir sor., Allen L. WALLACE was born September 30, 1825, probably 
in N. C. It is believed Allen L. WALLACE married Anna GRICE in Enterprise, 
Mi. ss. , J1..me 15 ~ l845, but old County records were burned or destroyed 
during the Civil War. Jane Gaskill WALL.4..CE died Septe:mber 18, 1841. The 
above dates are verified in tt.e family Bible, along with the birth dates 
of the ten children of Allen L, and Anna G. WALLACE. 

According to the 1855 census of Baldwln Co., John E. WALLACE was living 
alone, near Point Clear, Ala. (I have not been able to find proof that 
J'orin E. and Jane WALLACE had any other children except Allen L., but 
Vlanetine, Benjamin and Robert WALLACE were also listed in the 1855 census 
of B.C.), 

Land records show that Allen L. and John E. WALLACE purchased a large 
tract of land in South Baldwin Co, in FebrQary 1861. The last record I 
can find on Joh,_'1. E. WALLACE is a transfer of his interest in that tract 
of land to a grand.son, William WALL.I\CE, dated August 4, 1871. The rest 
is history, as told to me by my grandmother, Mary (WALLA.CE) CALIAWAY. 

.A number of' peo:p,le hav6 helped me with the dates on the younger generation, 
and my 10 thank~;1 1 go to Frances (WALLACE) GRAY 5 Angelina (NELSON) THOMPSON, 
J'eanette (WALLACE) CLOPTON, Ruby (WALLACE) TOLER, .Aleye (WALLACE) KUFFSKIE, 
SsJ..sie (LEAVINS) I(UFFSKIE, Muriel (STEINER) McCONNELL, John A, and Winnie 
WALLACE. 

A Brief liis~ory of Lagoon Community 
Guli' Shores, Alabama 

On or about Febru.ary 4, 1861, Allen L. WALLACE and his father, John E. 
WALLACE, bcught a tract of land in South Baldwin Co., Ala. for $1000.00 
w2ich was described as follows: 

11 A certain tract of land bought by Elisha. l\i-c:ELSON from Elizabeth 
BAILEY lying in the Cotu1ty of Baldw~n~ containing Six Hundred 
and six: 77/100 acres which lies between a Lagoon on the South 
and Bay Jobn on the North, in Township nine, Range three East, 
it being the same :piece or parcel of ls.nd that stands on the 
map at St. Stephens, Alaba:ma in ·the name of Augustine LaCOSTE, 
being Section six, Certificate thirty-six. 11 

Shortly thereafter, Allen L. WALLACE moved his family, which consisted 
of his wife, Anna, and their ten children: George W., William S., Mary E., 
John V., Benjamin E., Stephen M., Thomas A., Martha W., Hettie A. and 
David L. WALL.A.CE from Enterprise, Mies. to what is now known as the 
Lagoon Community near Gulf Shores, Ala. In 1861 this land was notbing 
more than a wilderness. The family lived in a covered wagon until 
their home was built. 
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John E. WALI.JI.CE had come to Baldwin Co. earlier, and was living near 
Point Clear, Ala. when he and Allen L. b0u.ght this :property. T0gether, 
they built the home and started clearing the lanu for farming. Soon, 
Allen L. oecame sick~ and on April 9, 1861, he died. John E. moved back 
to Point Clear, but Anna and her children stayed and farmed the land 
which her husband had bought, 1u1til her death April ll, 1878, By then, 
some of the older children were married, and one aon, Benjamin E. had 
died} so the land, along with other prope!'ty wJ:,j_ch belonged to Allen L. 
was equally divided among the nine children. Most of them sold their 
land and moved to other places. William S. and Mary E. (WALLACE) 
CALL.A.wAY were the two that kept their land, built their homes, raised 
their fe:milies and remained until their death. 

Today, some of' ·;:;heir heirs are still living on the same land. It has 
changed quite a bit since 186L Back then, only one family lived on the 
whole tract of land. Now, approximately sixty families are permanent 
residents, and about that many more~ have summer homes here. There is 
a church, Lagoon Baptist, and Callawa.yrs Store and Cottages. Although 
this property extends one :mile, North and South} Lagoon Community is 
located along the Fort Morgan Road, (Highway 180), on what is known as 
the Ridge. The Northern part of the tract is low, marsh land, that has 
no roads, and stays wet most of the time. 

In the early part of the century, most of the men of the community were 
mullet fisherm.en, who net fished the Lagoon and Gulf for their living. 
That has changed too. The younger generation have Deep Sea Shrimp 
Boats, or work at other jobs. 

1 

GEORGE WASFITI\fG'I'ON WALLACE, old~st son of Allen L. and Anna (GRICE) WALLACE, 
was born near Enterprise~ Miss. August 29, 1846, and died at Bon Secour, 
Ala. IViarch 30, l923. He married East her STYRON, dau of Abisha and Helen 
M, STYRON on Aug. 5, l870. They made their home at Point Clear, Ala. 
Easther, born cs 1852, wa.s a f'rail girl, and after the birth of her 
second child, she died. George engaged Mary Frances (Fannie) NELSON, 
b Oct 12) 1854~ to care for his small children. She was the dau of 
Josephus H. and Abigail L, NELSON. On Feb. 13, 1879 9 they married, and 
as time went on, they had four more children. Af'ter they were married 
for a while, they moved to Bon Secour~ Ala. where most of the children 
grew up. Fannie died Oct. 30, 1904, and George lived the rest of his 
life witn a son. 

Children: 
1. Allen WALL.~CE b, Sept. 19, 1873 
M m Edwina PLASH b. Aug, 27, 1879 

Children: Ar'thur, Ethel, Nellie, .Annie, 
and Allen. 

d June 29, 1947 
d Sept. 22, 1971 

M;vrtle, Daisy, Delessie 

Helen Ann WALLACE b, Feb. 14, 1875 d Dec, 30, 1928 
m Joseph PIERCE 
Children: Mary, J'oseph, Hettie, Johnny, Allen, Dovie, Adrian 

and Frances. 

2nd M. 
Josephus S. WALLACE, unm. b Nov. 2 9 1882 d Dec. 3, 1929 
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Harold Mo WALLACE b Nov. 5~ 1886 d Sept" 5, 1960 
m Evangeline STEINER b July 21, 1889 d Jan. 4, 1968 
Children: Roshier Lee, Frances, Dena, ~dlton, Elizabeth, Donald 

and Norm.an. 

Sim Roy WALLACE b Aug. 21, 1889 
:m Margaret RICE b Sept. 6, 1891 d Sept. 27, 1974 
Children: George E., Mildred, Clinton, Sim Roy, Jr., Margaret, 

Ethelda, Joseph, Harry, Burnis and Donald. 

Charles Augusta WALLACE, un:m.. d Aug. 23, 1944 

w"ILLI.fil1 s·rAR WALLl\CE, son of Allen L. and .Anna G. WALLACE, born in Miss. 
near Enterprise, May 25, 1848, died at his home, Lagoon, Ala. Nov. 20, 
1922" He rr~rried Alice Virginia CALL.~WAY, Aug. 7, 1873 in a double 
wedding at his Mother's home. She was b Jan 22, 1856, d July 13, 1921, 
the dau of Jam.es S. and Rose (NELSON) CALLAWAYo He built their home u:p 
on the Ridge, on the land which he had inherited from his parents. They 
lived there and raised a. large family, while he farmed the land, hunted 
the forest and fished the Lagoon, the rest of their lives. 

Children: 

Anna Laura WALLACE d April 27, 1906 

Louise Estelle WA.LTACE b July 17 ~ 1876 d Jan. 5, 1948 
m Andrew LEAVINS b April l8, 1872 d Jan. 2, 1928 
Children: ~illie, Susie Grey, Eldred and Gladys 

James Allen WALlL\CE b Jan. 30, 1879 d Dec. 1943 
m Jenny WYNN b May 28, 1889 d March 1937 
Children: Rc.fby, Pearl, Opal, Alf'red and Leon. 

John Edward WALLACE 
m Daffie McKINLEY 

b Aug. 15, 1881 d Dec. 21, 1966 

Children: Violet, Delilah, Paul, 
Lo~ise, Irvin and John 

William Carl W.b-.LLACE 

Lillian Grey WJ!..LLACE 
:ml, Frank LEAVINS 

2. Archie CHAVERS 

-b March 3, 1885 d Dec. 25, 1963 
Lottie, Angelo (Tony), Henrietta, 
w. 

b Sept. 18, 1883 

b Nov. 5, 1885 
b Feb. 2, 1885 

d Dec. l, 1959 

d Dec. 3, 1975 
d Sept. 2, 1911 

Children: 1. Nola Grace and twin boys, stillborn; 2. Virginia and Frank. 

Katie•Rose WALLACE b March 12, 1888 d Oct. 20, 1952 
m J"ack MILLER, Dec. 23, 1906 b March 5, 1884 d Jan. 2, 1979 
Children: William, Arthur, Anice, Arnette, Bessie, (twins) Minnie and 

Ellen, and John C. 

Alice Jeanette WALL.A.CE 
:m Cleveland CLOPI'ON 
Children: Clifton, Edna, 

and Elaine. 

b May 23, 1891 
b Sept. 7, 1884 d Jan. 15, 1971 

Hazel, Lurleen, Alice, Curtis, Wallace 
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Samuel J. C. WALLACE b Dec. 18, 1893 d April 9, 1970 
ml, Bernice LEAVINS 

2. Enw...a GALLAWAY b March 30, 1905 
Children~ 1. Althea, Dorothy; 2. Rosena, William, Norman, Luther D,, 

James, Do;2glas, Johnny, Betty Jean and Amelia. 

Alfred Leon WALLACE 

Aleye Virginia WALLACE 
m Luther KUFFSKIE 
Children: Virginia and J. D. 

b Sept. 8, 1896 

b Jan. 8, 1899 
b Dec. 24, 1896 

3, 

d Sept. 25, 1896 

a. May 14, 1977 

MA.RY ELIZABE"rH WALLACE, dau of Allen L. and .Anna ( GRICE) WALLACE, born in 
Miss. Oct. 20~ 1849, died in her home at Lagoon, July 30, 1937. She 
married Elisha Clement CALLAWAY at a double wedding in her mother 1 s homej 
Aug. 7~ 1873, He was born Oct. 21) 1852, died May 19, 1922, and was the 
son of James S, and Eliza R. (NELSON) CALLAWAY. They made their first 
home at Orange Beach, where E. Clement carried the mail and worked in a 
saw mill. Around 1891-92, the:'f moved back to the Lagoon Community, built 
a large home near the water, and :remained 1mtil Sept. 27, 1906 when the 
hurricane washed it away. They rebuilt their home, up on the Ridge, and 
lived there the rest of their days. 

Children: 

James Washington C..!'1.LL.4.WAY b May 21, 1875 (twin) 
:m.. Wilhelmina PL.ASH, Dec.25,1898 b Aug 10, 1881 
Children: James D., Leon A. and Har:cy E. 

d Jan. 2, 1938 
d Feb. 7, 1973 

William Spru.el CALLAWAY b May 21, 1875 (twin) d Dec. 8, 1951 
m Rosena M01WD, Sept.22, 1901 b Jan. 31, 1879 d Feb. 16, 1963 
Children: Eugene E., Emma G., Amelia, James, 0..l!'tis Lee, John H., 

Ethel L., J. Willard and Alice L. 

Elisha Monroe CALLAWAY b June 7, 1877 d Oct. 3, 1880 

Calvin Clarence CAL"LAWAY b March 26, 1879 d Nov. 23, 1956 
m Serena SHELBY, July 21, 1920 b Nov. 3, 1897 
Children: Leila E., Frank M., Joseph Gilbert :and Donald J, 

'rl-10:ma.s Arthur CALLAWAY b July 25, 1881 d April lO, 1968 
m. Louise MU1i!D, Dec. 3, 1904 b May 25, 1883 d Nov. 21, 1951 
Children: Ethel M., Thomas Andrew, Lucille, Ira, Evelyn F. and 

Joseph Clement. 

Joseph Clement CALLAWAY b Feb. 27, 1890 d July 7, 1970 
m Mabel STEINER, Feb. 15, 1908 b Sept. 17, 1889 d May 5, 1979 
Children: Eleanor M., Mary Leola, Laurence E. and V. Sibyl, 

4. 
JOBiif VALE:N'fINE WALL.4.CE, son of Allen L, and Anna (GRICE) WALLACE, born 
in Miss. Jan. 20, 1851. He never married, and after his mother's death, 
lived with different brothers and sisters until after the 1906 hurricane. 
Then he bought; a piece of' land from his brother, William, built a small 
hou.se and lived alone until he died, Jan. 23, 1921. 
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BENJ,o5J:!IIN E. WALLfa.CE, son of Allen L. and Anna (GRICE) WALLACE, born in 
JYiiss. Aug. 8, 1852, and died at the family home on the Lagoon, Sept. 17, 
1.867. 

6 

srEF'HEN MUNROE WALLACE, son of Allen L. and _tmna ( GRICE) WALLACE, born 
in Miss. JU.,.'1e 21., 1854; died in Mobile Feb. 20, 1932, He married Alabama 
Catherine SHALLER, b Nov. 20, 1855, d l933 in Mobile, Ala. In their early 
yearz of marria.ge, they lived on a bayou which opened into Bay John, near 
Bon S-ec:our, Ala. In the middle 1920' s, they moved to Mobile and lived un­
til their death. Both bu in Pine Crest Cemetery, Mobile. 

Childre,n: 

Sarah .Anna WALU.CE 
m Pet er PL .. 4.SH 
Children: StCcphcn and Henry 

Al.ice~ Pruella WALI.J--i.CE 
m L Rudolph RE:::1'1ER 

2" A. Roy- ELLINGTON 

b Feb. 24, 1881 
b Nov 14, 1875 

b April 2, 1886 

Children: 1st m_,, Ernie Mae and Kattie Frances 

d Oct, 1898 

d June 3, 1955 

2n.ol m, Alice, Irn:.a Gail and Marshall Guy 

b Aug, ll, 1888 Charles Joseph WALLACE 
m Georgia KUFFSKIE b Dec. 22, 1892 d March 5, 1966 
Cbild.ren: Leb,c,rt, Marceleen, Aileen and Ma.ry Catherine 

Cathe:r'inso· Odelia WALLACE 
m L.J-uis R, S·:'EIT-JER 
Children : 1.:, 1.:1.i s Elm.er, 

.Marshall .M:unroE· WALL..t\.CE 
m Selma SUMMERALL 
No children. 

b Jan. 15, l894 
b Feb, 9, 1894 

Llo;l/'d Douglas, Muriel Lee 

b May 22, l896 
b 1898 

I"/' 
I 

d J'une 28, 1973 
d May l8, 1976 

and Florence. 

d 
d 

1.951 
1972 

TRGM..t\.8 ALLEN WALidiCE, son of' Allen L, and iw.na G. WAL~CE, was born 
Cct, 16, 1655 near Enterprise, Niiss. He married Anna Virginia CONNER, 
Jlme 8, l88~! in Mobile, Ala. , where they· made their home. She was born 
Nov. 13, J 860, In the prime of life J ThollJEi.s became ill with pneumonia 
and died Jan. 27, 1896, Anna never re:married, and she remained in 
Mobile until her death June 8, 1948. 

,]ohn Allen WALLACE 'b Aug. l, 1884 d April 4, 1953 
m Virginia MaE"i· CRONE 
Child.ren: John Allen, Jr., Alice Louise, Charles Thomas, David Conner, 

Will.ia:m Edward, Robert Stewart, Glau.de Anderson and 
Art h:,1r Vincent, 
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Pearl Margaret WALLACE b Feb. 5, 1890 
m Lonnie Brarily BAKER b Oct. 14, 1891 d May 31, 1972 
Children: Neal Allen, Harry Brarily, Donald McQueen, Stuart Mc Rimmon, 

Thomas Alexander Carre and (twins) Katie Virginia and 
Virginia Katie. 

Thomas Inge WALL.A.CE 
unm 

b July 13, 1893 

8 

d Oct. 14, 1933 

MARJ'HA W. WALLACE, dau of Allen L and Anna G. WALLACE, was born in 
Miss. Nov. 16, 1857, and died in Gulf Shores, Ala. May 6, 1943 at the 
home of her nephew, Calvin CALLl'.WAY. She married John MEYERS Dec. 18, 
1878. He was born Dec. 12, 1852 and died Oct. 17, 1927. They made their 
home at Point Clear, Ala. They never had any children, but her sister, 
Hettie, made her home with them. 

9 

HETTIE A. WALLACE, dau of Allen L. and Anna G, WALLACE was born Feb. 16, 
1859 in Miss. Her parents moved to South Baldwin Co. when she was quite 
young. After her sister, Martha, married, she made her home with her at 
Point Clear, Ala. where she died Feb, 7, 1938. She never married. 

10 

DAVID L. WALLACE, son of Allen L. and Anna G, WALLACE, was born in Miss. 
April 14, 1860, and was just 1 year old when his father died. He grew up 
in Lagoon Commmity, and remained at home until his mother's death. He 
never married, so he made his home with his sister, Mary CALLAWAY until 
the early 1900' s. Then he moved to Mobile. In later years, he went in 
the grocery business with a nephew, Josephus WALLACE, He was living with 
his brother, Stephen, when he died May 21, 1927, 

ST. MARKS LU'l'HERAN CEMETERY 
Elberta, Alabama 

Copied and submitted by Mrs, Marie SPRINGSTEEN, Rt, l, Box 3, Foley, Al 36535. 
(copied May 2, 1979) 

Wilhilmina NOLTENSMEIER 
Mar. 12 , 18'74 
July 1, 1953 

August NOLTENSMEIER 
GE'.B 14 Sept 1868 
Gest 27 Feb 1937 
RUBE. SANFT 

Robert ?a.ul Kuck 
WASHINGTON 

SFC 1726 AF Support SA 
Sept. 1, 1926 
Oct. 28, 1951 

2 cement brick grave 
markers 
Slab - no writing 

Frederick E. LENZ 
Sept. 27, 1869 

Anna LENZ 
1878 - 1948 

John LENZ - infant 
1938 
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George LENZ 
1898 - 1943 

Norman A. FRANK 
May 11, 1955 
Mar. 18, 1972 

5 pipe markers 

John H. SCHENK 
1890 -

Clara M. SCHENK 
1892 - 1975 



Andrew GROMMEN 
Oct, 24, 1872 

Kethrena GRO:MJIIJEN 
Oct. 22, 1870 
July 3, l941+ 

Joanna S. BERGM..A.N 
July 31, 1916 

Herman NOLENSMEIER 
190l ·- 1935 

Rosa L. STREHLE 
Jan. 24, 1888 
April 3, 1933 

Babett BRETZ 
1874 - 1954 

Adam BRETZ 
1865 - 1944 

New grave -
no marker 

Max KROESSIN 
Feb. 26, 1864 
April 2l, 1943 

Infant sls."iJ 
no writing 

Fred M. NETJM.llli 
Aug. 8, 1906 
Sept. 4, 1971 

Fred BREITSCHWERDT 
Feb. 22. l878 
Aug, 14: 1943 

Emma BRETI'S ChwERDT 
Sept. 15, 1881 
July 5, 1968 

Au.gust SCHOEN 
Sept. !l..5, l868 
Nov. 22, 1938 

Emma SCHOEN 
Feb, 28, 1867 
May 9, 1956 

Gerhard W.WEHLING 
Feb. 3, 1895 
Dec. 20, 1940 

Slab-no writing 

Albert W. BERGMAN 
Dec. 21, 1909 
Oct, 20, 1974 

Dora M. OHI,S 
April 7, 1872 
J'an. 16, 1940 

Fredrick OHLS 
Oct. 21, 1867 
March 5, 1934 

V.ery large cemented 
square 2 or 3 graves 
no writing 

Su.si e STEINER 
Aug. 13, l877 
Jan. 8. 1934 

Rhienhart BIEJYIER 
Aug. 24, 1916 
May 18, J.977 

Baby BIENiER 
Feb. 6, l940 
Feb. 6, 1940 

Ludwlg LINDOERFER 
l872 - 1947 

Anna LINDOERFER 
1974 - 1945 

J·amams : OMDPERFER 
1896 - 1971. 

Gustav RIEMER 
1880 - .1958 

Adela RIEMER 
1885 - 19--

Peter CARLSEN 
1898 - 1966 

Elsie CARLSEN 
1899 - 1960 

Laura WEHLING 
Nee PARSCH 

Dec. 1, 1895 
Dec, 29, 1933 
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Gustav RINDFLEISCH 
April 6, 1877 
March 23, 1967 

Reinhold RODECK 
1865 - 1955 

George HIRZ 
1862 - 1955 

Johanna HIRZ 
1871 - 1956 

John BENDER 
1881 - 1962 

Catherine BENDER 
1887 - 1952 

Edwin KOCH 
Dec. 5, 1882 
March 8, 1934 

Large slab--no writing 

Louise KOCH 
GEB DEN 
Ju..'1.i 7, 1870 
FEST DEN 
Juni 13, 1921 

Hier, Ru.ht In, Frieden. 
August GEORGE 
June 15, 1858 
April 14, 1924 

Jorm SCHROEDER 
Nov, 11. 1842 
Feb. 25: 1938 

William ZANTOP 
Octo 23, 1880 
June 13, 1938 

Hertha O. ZAiiJTOP 
May 27, 1886 
Nov. 4, 1950 

Louise SCHROEDER 
March 2, 1877 
Nov. 14, 1955 

George ZIMER 
Jan, 6, 1874 
Dec. 26, 1955 
Native of Bucharest 

Romania 



... __ _ 

Gustav SEITZ 
1895 - 1963 

Richard KROGGEL 
Aug. 6, 1888 
Feb . 18, 1961 

Arthur M. ALMS 
1847 - 1958 (Artie) 

George J. HIRZ 
June 2, 1904 

E!!ll.'lla Bo HIRZ 
Rosette Lydia \l\lHITNEY Aug. 15, 1901 
May l4, l962 Mar. 9, 1972 
June 9, 1962 

Lydia Honig FOLKERTS 
PEDERSEN 
Dec. 11, 1895 
Feb • 10" l964 

Liddy A. BOETTCHER 
1881 - 1965 

Oskar E. BOE~TCHER 
1874 - 1959 

Hier RUHT 
In Gett 
Karl HEIL 
Geb Ap 3, 1872 
In Dutchland 
Gest Dec 1, 1938 

Hier To~ht In Gott 
Friedrich HEIL 
Geb 0kt 16, 1868 
In Dutchland 
Ges Mai 30~ 1948 

Hier Ruht In Gott 
Barbra HEIL 
Geb SCHNEIDER 
Geb 5 Jan 1874 
Gest 21 Sept 1935 

Ru.he Infreoen 
Friedrich FELLER 
Oct. 7~ 1877 
June 25, 1933 

Old eement slab 
no writin~ 

Katherine TABERT 
Geb Nov. 22, 1877 
Gest Oct. 21, 1940 

Heinrich TABEID' 
Geb YJ.a.i 3 ~ 1872 
Ges Mai 16, 1939 

James M. NELSON 
Jan. 15, 1923 
Nov. 4, 1967 

Hazel Pearl BREWER 
Apr. 2, 1908 
Apr. 17, 1966 

Bernard John BREWER 
Jan. 7, 1904 

Rudolph BAUMANN 
Oct. 11, 1893 
Sept. 24, 1959 

Frieda BAUN.[ANN 
Sept. 5, 1898 

Sandra R. LEITERMANIIT 
Feb, 1, 1943 
Sept. 29, 1962 

Sophia KONROD 
1890 - 1972 

Wm. KONROD 
1884 - 1971 

Win. A. KONROD 
1909 1968 

Fredrich TALBERT 
Sept. 29, 1906 
May 7, 1963 

:Martin HARTMATu"N 
Oct. 10, 1904 
Feb • 12, 1976 

Frieda E. HARTMANN 
May 3, 1905 

Dona R. STAIMPEL 
Sept. 28, 1904 
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Martin STADvIPEL 
Feb • 13, 1893 
Sept. 5, 1972 

Willie F.M.STAIMPEL 
Dec. 24, 1930 
Nov. 9, 1970 

Robert A. JUHR.END 
1910 - 1969 

Elisabett SCHNEIDER 
1863 - 1914 

Tile pipe 
grave marker 

2 wooden sticks 
rotten falling 

down grave markers 

Fred W. ALMS 
1873 - 1965 

Caroline S. ALMB 
Mar. 22, 1878 
Dec. 29, 1939 

John F. BEAD"NANN 
Mar. 21, 1903 
Feb • 16, 1972 

Helen E. BEAUMANN 
Nov. 8, 1905 

Helen Marie BRETZ 
Oct. 2, 1958 
Apr. 23, 1978 

Ernest G. HEUER 
Jan. 4.~ 1887 
Feb • 29, 1976 

Martha A. Heuer 
Apr. 29, 1893 
J"an. 13, 1976 

Wilbur McCALLISTER 
Feb. 9, 1905 
Mar. l, 1976 

Bettie McCALLISTER 
July 5, 1901 

Infant slab 
no writing 



Pipe marker 

Anna E. BRETZ 
1902 - 1968 

Pipe Jl/rarker 

Ver-~ small wooden 
stick marker 

Art b~o.r H, AL..lv1S 
June 22~ 1901 
May 26, 1977 

Louis LUEBKER 
1881+ - l955 

5 wooden stakes 
as grave markers 
falling down 

Michael Aaron LECKBAND 
Dec. 2, 1954 
May l_, 1977 

2 clay pipe :markers 
one is broken 

Paul H, HEUER 
Mar. 21, 1919 
Feb. 3 or 4, 1974 

Jessi E, HE1jER 
July 9, 1908 

2 small wooden 
stakes 

Walter BURKR4LTER 
1910 -
Married June 6,1937 
Emma BURKHALTER 
1917 - 1978 

1 small wooden stake 

3 wooden stakes 

ff..arold E. KINNEY 
Se:pt. 20, 1909 

Mary Jo KIN.NEY 
May 20, 1914 
June 27, 1974 

1 wooden stake 

Small cemented square 
child rs grave 

Herbert F. ALMS 
May 1, 1898 
May 10, 1918 

Cement slab 
no writing 

Agu.sta B. WIENER 
May 13, 1839 
June 21, 1919 

Carl son of 
Herman SCHROEDER 
Mar. 4, 1904 
Mar. 25, l919 

Carol;y-n OLSON 
Dec, 14 9 1938 
Nov, 27, 1964 

Grave marked 
by broken vase 

Stefan VOGEL 
1877 - 1970 

Karl 'WIENERT 
Sept. 6, 1882 
Nov, 11 9 1919 

2 slabs 
no writing 

Elsa WIENERT 
1910 - 1922 

Cement squ.are 
child I s grave 

Darling Baby 
Eunice R. GLAMNEYER 
Sept. 14, 1930 
Feb. 24, 1931 

Jor.n F. BURKHALTER 
GEE 0kt 7, 1862 
F'EST Jun 28, 1931 

Paul R. HEILMANN 
1910 - 1973 

Gerhard "WEHLING 
no dates- child's grave 
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New marker 
new grave 

Anna JUST 
Sept. 12, 1859 
July 1, 1934 

Siegfried STEINER 
June 2, 1895 
Oct. 7, 1971 
AUF-WIEDERSEHN 

E'mnl.a F. BRANTLEY 
Mar. 21, 1888 
April 1, 1975 
Born in Germany 

Infant dau of 
Mr. & Mrs. 
F. C. GROTH 
Aug. 24, 1935 

August A. KARDELL 
no dates on slab 

Claus SCHULT 
Feb. 18, 1891 
Jan. 22, 1971 

Gustav A. HOLZ 
Aug. 9, 1884 
July 13, 1963 

Henr.r H. HOLZ 
Alabama 
Sgt 805 Engineer AVN EN 
World War II 
Sept. 16, 1916 
Feb. 26, 1958 

Julius SCHWARTZ 
1890 ,_ 1974 

Charles Lydia SCHW"ARTZ 
1954 
George 8CHW"ARTZ 
1956 

This cemetery is located 

East of Elberta, Alabama 

off Highway 98. 



DO YOU NEED? 

A Brief HistorJr of Baldwin County, (Alabama) by L. J. Newcomb COMINGS 
and tv".a.rtha M. ALBERS, President and Secretary of Baldwin County (Ala) 
Historical Society, cl928. Third Printing, January 1969, for sale by 
The Baldwin County Historical Society, c/o Mrs. Davida R. HA.STIE, P.O. 
Box 69, Stockton, Ala. 36579, $3.00 

Back copies of the Quarterly are available.:.- each volume indexed. 
Order from Mrs. Davida HASTIE, P, 0. Box 69, Stockton, Ala. 36579. 
Price: $1.25 each ($5.00 for entire Volu:m.e of 4 issues)-- Special 
price of 50¢ each issue to Members of Baldwin County Historical Society. 

------0-------
Q,UERY 

DARLING, Dennison-- Mr. Darling was Collector of customs at the Port of 
Fort Stoddert 1810-1811. A native of Vermont, he married Sarah MIMS, 
daughter of David MIMS. He had land holdings in Marengo County and at 
St. Stephens and was at one time Director of the Bank at St.: Stephens. 
With his brother-in-law, Benjamin SMOOT, he operated a commissary near 
Camp Powell. 
If you have information on Mr. Darling, especially a picture or painting, 
please contact Mrs. Gertrude J. Stephens, 2 Lee Circle, Spanish Fort, 
Ala. 36527. Or, call Monday through Friday: 690-2101. 

-------0--------

The cultivation of wheat is older than history. Even in the Stone Age 
it was being grovm by the lake dwellers of Switzerland. -copied. 

Fame and tranquility can never be bedfellows. -copied. 

Why should I feel lonely? Is not our planet in the Milky Way?--Henry 
David THOREAU" 
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'l'HE BALDWIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

VOLLJM"E VII NUMBER 2 

J.AJilUARY 1980 

The Baldwin County Historical Society was founded in Fairhope, Alabama 
on September 12, l923, as a nonprofit organization, Contributions are 
ded"::.ctrb1e from Federal Income Tax because of the tax exempt status 
granted to the Soc:iety by the U. S, Treasury Department. 

J\/lenit,er.chip in the Society is $5. 00 per year single and $7. 00 per year 
family. Bingle copies of the Quarterly can be purchased for $L 25 each -
special rate of 50¢ each to members. Remit pa;yments to Membership 
Chairrnan; Mrs Fred WILSON, 109 Fig Street, Fairhope, Alabama 36532. 

Art::!..cles and queries to be considered for publication in the Quarterly 
should. ·,::e 1,/ldressed tc the Editor, Mrs. Gertrude ,L STEPHENS, 2 Lee 
Circle, Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527. Correspondence relating to informa­
tion~ projects and other matters of the Society should be addressed to 
the IJresiclent: Mrs. George T. Fillingham, 311 Fels Avenue, Fairhope, 
Alabama 36532, 

Neither the Editor nor The Baldwin County Historical Society assumes 
res:ponsi bili ty for errors of fact or opinion expressed by contributors. 

We owe it to our ancestoys to 
preserve entire those rights, 
which they have delivered to 
our care, We owe it to our 
pcsterity, not to suffer their 
dearest inheritance to be 
destroyed. 

-- Author unknown 
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Most of Million Trees Planted Were Wrong Kind. 
Lima, Perci. -- For a long time, cinchona was widely used, sharply 
disputed and little understood. This tree, from whose bark quinine 
was extracted~ was not scientifically identified until the 18th 
century·, and the principal chemical constituents were not isolated 
until. the 19tho 

Evem then, drug dealers did not distinguish between efficacious 
cincl;l.ona species and those of little or no medical val.ue. 

When the Dutch established great cinchona plantations on. Java 
in 1360, most of the million trees planted proved to be of the 
wrong va:r-ie,tyo 

--C0pied. 
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ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF JOHN RANDON 
APPROVED 3d March 1855 

Submitted to the Clarke County Historical Society Quarterly by Mrs. M. Davis 
narm. Used herein with the permission of The Clarke County Historical 
Socidy. 

'l'he United States. Jol'.i..Il R.!\r{DON was :a friendly Creek Indian of the half­
blood . 
For losses sustained and perfectly destroyed by the hostile Creek Indians 
in the War of 1814 five thousand nine hundred and twenty five .dollars to 
be paid to Neal SMI~H of Clarke County, Alabama, administrator of Peter 
R~NDON deceased representative of John R~NDON deceased, care of Hon. P. 
PEILLIPS City 0f Washington. Papers herewith viz. Letter of Acting 
Co:<~'i'.iand. Ind. Affairs in J-ane~ l850 to Sec. of the Interj.or of direction 
of Sec. thereon. No. 1. Affidavit of G. C. RUSSELL. No. 2 Letters of 
Administration of Peter RANDON' s estate to Neal SMITH. No. 3. Letter of 
Atting Commd. of Indian Affairs to 2d Auditor 5 June. No. 4. And Letter 
of R. P. BAGBY 4 April 1856 to Neal SJYITTH. No. 5. Five thousand nine 
h:.md:::'e:'! ar:d ".;wenty five dollars. $5,925. 

·I'reaEuzy Department 
Geo. D. ABBOT 

Appropriation 

6 June 1836 
Chas. F. FORREST 

No. 3834. Relief of John RANDON dec'd for 19 Sec. of Act. 3d :March 
1855, $5~925. 

Treasur"J Department 
Second Auditorrs Office 
6th June 1856 

I certify- that there is due from the United States to John RANDON 
dee' d a friendly Creek Indian the sum of' F'ive thousand nine hundred 
twenty five dollars being the amount of his claim for losses sustained. 
a.rid property destroyed by the hostile Creek Indians in the War of' 18l4. 

To be paid to Neal SMITH of Clarke County Alabama~ administration 
of Peter RANDON representation of John R4l'ifDON dec'd. Claimant care 0f' 
Hon. P. P~~LLIPS. Present as appears from the statement and vouchers 
herewith transmitted for the decision of the Second .Comptroller of the 
treasur.T thereon. P. CLAYTON 

Second Auditor 

To the Second Comptroller of' the Treasury. 
Second C0mptroller 1 s Office 

I admit and certify the above the sixth day of June 1856. 
J'n0 • BR/illEERD 
Second Comptroller 

Department of the Interior 
Office of Indian Affairs 
June 4, 1856 

By the 19th Sec" of the Agt. making appropriation for the case ana dip­
lomatic appeases of the Department of the Interior was authorized and 
directed to settle the claims 0f J'ohn RANDON deceased, . a friendly Creek 
Indian (of the half breed) for losses sustained.and :pr0perty a.estr0yed 
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by the hostile Creek Indians in the War of 18l4 in such manner and on 
such terms as may be just. ·and eql.1-itable the am01..mt where so ascertained 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasur-y not otherwise appropriat·ed 
to be heirs and legal representative 9f said Jor.n RANDON provies that 
the account shall not exceed the sum of $5~925. 

Upon examination I find that Peter RANDON presented his petitions to 
the House of Representatives asking for the pa;y1nent of said account 
which is fo:U1ded upon losses sustained by the hostile Creek Indians in 
which Petition he sets forth that he is the sole representative of said 
Jobn W.Ji!DON his father and that his said f'ather, mother and nearly 
every rela,tive he had were murdered in the massacre of Fort Mims. 

On the 3d Au~ust 1854~ Mr. HOWE made a favorable repert fr0m the Commit­
tee on Military Affairs Nt:>, 566 H01J.se Rep •. accompanied with a Bill No. 
522. But the sn .. lbstance of this Bill was subsequently inserted in the 
Appropriation above s:pecified. 

From an exa,:m.ina.tion of the papers on file in the Department as well as 
the evidence taken "before the Committee I a."'!l satisfied that the amount 
mentioned in the act above so cited to wit the sum of $5,925 is justly 
due and that the same should be paid to said Peter RANDON' s legal 
representative, Dr. Neal SMITH of Clarke County State of Alabama whose 
letters of ad.ministration 2re filed among the papers in the case. 

Hon, R, McCLELLAND 
Secy. of the Interior 

Very Respectfully 
Your obt, servant 
Charles E. MIX 
Acting Comr. 

Monroeville~ April 4, 1856 
Dear Sir~ 

In answer to your inquiFy- in r·elati0n to Peter RANDON I have to 
say: that I was at Claib0rne in 1818 where General D. B. MITCHELL 
Agent to the Creek Indians visited that place for the purpose 0f 
settling the claims of the friendly Creeks against the government of' 
the United States. 

Peter RANDON on whose estate you have lately taken out-letters of 
Administration is the same individual and was part Indian and pre­
sented his clai!l'.l. to General MITCHELL as understood, but whether it or 
any part of it was paid 0r not I do not know. No other man of that 
name ever lived to my knowledge in th.is section of the c0untry. In 
fact he is the only man of that name I ever heard 0f anywhere and 
w0uld if' living now be sixty five or -seventy years 0f age, perhaps 
mo:re. 

Dr. Neal SJ:v!ITH 
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H. P. BAGBY 



.. 

• 

Treasury Department 
2d Auditing Office 
May 1857 

Pursuant to the Act of Congress of 3d of March 1817 entitled t!An Act to 
provide for the pea.ceful settlement of the p11blic accounty, I. T. J.D. 
FULLER, second At1.ditor of the Treasury Department, do hereby certify 
that the aforegoing is a transcript from the original on file in this 
office. 

T. J. D. FULLER, Second Auditor. 

Be it remembered that T. J. D. FULLER, who certified the aforegoing 
transcript, is now, and was at the time of so doing, Second Auditor 
of the Treasury of the United States, and full faith and credit are 
due to his official attestations. 

In testimony whereof I, Philip CLAYTON~ Acting Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States have hereunto subscribed my name~ and caused to be 
affixea. tne Seal of this Department at the City of Washington this first 
day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty 
seven, 

P. CLAYTON 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury 

The amount of' losses to RANDON 1 s Estate are proved before Judge POUT.MIRE 
preparatory to being forwarded to the War Department for settlement was 
about $6,000 and regarded at the time as I well know as being estimated 
verJ/ low so as to give rise to no difference of opinions relative there-
to in the War Department or in Congress. EveFJ article was put at the 
lowest price. The property taken off consisted of negroes, horses, 
cattle, hogs. 
WEi:;:"HERFORD a hostile Indian Chief told me himself that at one time he 
had abcut ~hree hundred slaves which he had taken from the half breeds 
and white people and among all the cases proved before the judge 
amounting to the $85,000, not one was regarded by anyone conversant 
with the subject as more just than that of J'or.n RANIJON. 

I have no interest in this claim due to the Heirs of RANDON, but 
knowing tbat it is just I feel it to be my duty to furnish the facts 
of the case so that justice may be done to the heirs~ and I was also 
well acquainted with John and Peter RANDON and know that they were 
men of strict veracity and always trQe to the interests of their country • 

District of Columbia 
County of Washington 
This 13d day of May, 

1854, Gil.bert C. RUSSELL came before the undersigned J. w. BECK, a 
justice of the peace in and for the County aforesaid and makes oath 
in du.e form of law that the facts stated in the foregoing statement 
as corrdng within his own knowledge are true and such as are claimed 
from others he believes to be true. 

Gilbert C, RUSSELL 
Subscribed and sworn to before me the 
day and yoar above stated, J. W. BECK, JP 
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District of Columbia 
City of Washington 

This is to certify that the annexed is correctly copied from the 
affidavit of Gilbert C. RUSSELL filed with the petition of Peter RANDON 
which was :referred to the Comm, of I1iilita:ry Affairs the papers in the case 
have been refer1~ed to the Court of Cleims and are now on file in this 
office. 

Sam'l HUN~INGDON 
Ch. Clk, Court of Affairs 

The State of Alabama Clarke Co. 
I, W, W. COATE, Judge of the Probate Cou:rt of' said County, certify 

that letters of Afu:-j_nistra.tion on the Estate of Peter RANDON? deceasedj 
were on the 24th day of March Jill, 1836, granted to Neal SMITH who has 
duly qualified and given bond as su.ch and authorized to administer such 
Estate. 

Given under my hand of the Seal 
SEAL of the Conrt at Office the 14th 

day of April 1856. 
W. W. COATE, Judge Probate Court 

Clarke County 
A tru.e copy from the original co:py on file in my office. W.W.COATE,J.P.C. 

( Publication of these documents from the Collection of J. Hubert SCRUGGS 
is with permission of' the Department of .Archives and Manuscripts of the 
Binmngham Public Library, Permission for u.:s:e in Baldwin Co. H:iistorical 
Society Q,uarterly from President Clarke Co. Hist. Society as noted.) 

THE DESCENDANTS OF PET:EiiR R4.NDON, C.172 -1784 
(Compiled and Submitted (to Clarke Co.Hist.Soc.) 
by Mr. E, D. MORSE, 2300 Fou..ntain View #29, 
Houston, Texas 77057 - Used herein with permission 
of President, Clarke Co. Hist, Society.) 

FOREWORD 

I'he dra.ft version which follows is intended to serve only as a working 
model for a corrected and more complete com;pilation to follow when suf­
f'icient additional information becomes available. The information con­
densed and arranged here was accu..mu.latecl rather sporadically over a 
period of a.bout four years and fro:m. many sources, 

Admittedly, the discover-s and verification of Creek Indian ancestry in 
the li.neage provided. the initial incentive f'or the search. However, fur­
ther checking into the Creek War of 1813-1814 b:rotl.ght out some interesting 
parallels that period had with the events and people prominent in the 
'Iexas Revolu.tion of J.836. David RA~l)ON (3), who raised a militia for 
Gen. Sam HOUSTON in February 1836, was too ;roung to have participated in 
the Creek Wa.r bu.t his older brother, Lt. Peter RANDON (3), was one of 
two 3U.rviving o:i'ficcrs in the Alamo,-like F't. Mi.ms .Massacre. Lt. Sam 
HCUSfJ:JON, ser~,ring under Gen. &"1drew JAC'n.SON, was wounded at the San 
3acinto-like Battle of Horseshoe Bend that ended the Creek War and the 
RATu'DON 1 s young neighbor at Cle,iborne, Alabama~ William B. TRAVIS, later 
comnv,mded the defenders at the Alamo. 
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Obviously, too much of the material is circ1..:..rnstantial and inadequately 
documented. One purpose in preparing this draft is to invite the help 
of others in tracing with more certainty the n0w rather dim trail of 
the RANDONS, They played a significant role in the early history of 
Alabama and Texas but very little has been written about them and I 
have yet to see anything written by a me:niber of the second or third 
generation 3 other than an acknowledgment 0n a legal document. 

Pet er RANDON ( 1) may well be the immigrant but no conclusion can be 
drawn f"rom ti.:e evidence presently available to me, The RANDON name 
was associated with noble and distinguished families in France during 
both the 18th and 19th centuries. It is hoped that the identity of 
the parents of Peter (1) will become clear ·after further research. 

The several inconsistencies in the fo:cmat of the draft version as well 
as any inaccuracies brought out in the meantime will be correct~d in 
a later version. And if sufficient interest is evidenced by ether 
descendants, an attempt will be made to include a fifth generation. 

E.D.M. ~6 May 1967. 

PETER RAN.OONJ C.172- - 1784 

Tr.;.e earl.iest record pertaining to Peter RAJIDON (1) uncov-ered t"o date 
(1967) by the writer is found in 11 Col.onial Records of South Carolina: 
Docu.."'TI.ents Relating to Indian Affairs, 1750-1781+", p. 128, HA List of 
the Licensed Creek Traders .•. 1750, June 21, Peter BA,.l'iJDON: Creeks: 
UcheesJ Veupehas, Chisquetooloosasa in the ferks of the lower Creeks 
July 5 ~ Stephen FOREST: Creeks: same tmms with Peter RA]]])ON. n 

A possible :progenitor of Peter RANDON (1) is listed in the Ilegister 
of St. Philip 1 s Parish, Charles Town, South Carolina, 1720-1756, · 
edited b~,r A. S, SMALLEY, Jr. (Pu.b. in .1904) p. 258: "March 24, 1739: 
Then was buried JI.rm Ri'\.NDON. jf 

Next references to Peter RANDON (1) are contained in The Colonial 
Records of Georgia by CANDLER-starting in 1759, Vel. VII p. 900, with 
petitions for lands on or near the Savannah River and extending to 
1772, Vol. X p. 214-, in St. George 1 s Parish, now in Burke County, 
Georgia. 

'I'he last re:ference found to Peter RAJ'IDON (l) has -Deen. in the Collections 
of the Georgia Historical Society, VoL IX pp. 263-265, "Letters of 
Benj am.in Hawkins, 1796-1806, n _4n entry dated Dec. 5, 1797 (p. 263) at 
Cusseta, Georgia concerns claims of the sons 0f Peter RANDON and 11 •• , 

a Creek woman of the Cochu1gee11 ; the sons being Jor..n, David and James 
and all being minors in 1784, the apparent time ef their father's 
death. The petitioner for the sons, Joh.~ RANDON of Tensaw, then in 
the Creek Territory but later in Baldwin County, Alabama, stated that 
the large Rl:\.NDON' Estate was for the most pa.rt confiscated by Governor 
MARTIN and. General James JAC"'.!CSON and that he set out in .1785 for the 
Creek Ne:tion w1.. th nine slaves. Of these three known children of Peter 
RANDON (1), all apparently born in St. George's Parish,.Georgia in the 
Colonial period, the information which f0ll0ws has been pieced t0gether 
from published records. Reference is made in the H..~W'KINS papers t0 a 
Peter RANDON will but the Burke Count;y-, Georgia courthouse burned in 
1870 and all records prior to that date were a.estroyed,.' A professional 
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check of the Georgia State Archives at Atlanta. disclosed n0thing further. 

Second Generation 

1, Jobn R4.:NDON ( 2) born ca l 766 and died . 30 Au.gust 1813 in the massacree 
at Ft. :tvri.ms. The American State Papers, Vol. l, Public Lands, covering 
land. clai:ms in the Mississippi l'erritor;;r, lists on p. 630 Jehn RANDON (2) 
as head of a family and 0cc:1pying 301 acres on the west margin ef' the 
A.laba:ea·Pi.ver since early 1797, According to an account by a descendant, 
Dr. ~Iarion Elisha TARVIN, written in 1893 and published in 1955 in the 
Alabarna Historical Quarterly, Vol. 17 pp. 125-145, John RANDON (2) 
:marriod (1,) a woman 0f French and Creek clood and had four children. 
'rhis marriage must have been about 1785, The children were: 

L Louisa or Mar.r Louisa (3) born ca l786, married David TATE in 
1300 and died with her ·father at Ft. Mims 30 Aug. l813. 

2. Peter (3) b0rn ca 1790 married (L) 25 Sept. 1814 Eliza NEWMAN, 
d.~n§/:ter of 'l'ho:m.as and Elizebeth (BUSH; NEW1'!11N,, and (2.) 8 Dec 1842 
Elizabeth BRIDGES, He died 4 May 1848 in New Orleans. 

3, Jorn (3) born ca 179-, :married prior to 1824 Susan NEWMAN, 
daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth (BUSH) NEWMAN. He died Feb. 1832 in 
what is now Ft.. Bend Co-:mty, Texas, 

4, David (3) born 1796~ married prior to 1824 Nancy McNEIL and died 
Aug. 1867 in Ft, Bend C0unty, 'I'exas. 

The elder Joh..n RANDON (2) married (2.) prior to 1809 a Miss "Tura" DYER, 
daughter· of' Reuben and Mary ( HOLLINGER) DYER. She perished with him at 
?t~ Mims. ~he only known child of this marriage was: 

son 
]'t, 

1. Elizabeth (3) born 1809, married 5 Oct. l825 James Alger NEWMAN7 

of Themas and Eliza·beth (BUSH) NEWMA.N, She died in Jan. 1866 in 
Bend County, Texas. 

2, David RATu1)0N ( 2) born ca 176-. 'I'here a.re seve:ral passing references 
to 11Da:vid RANDON of' the Cussetair and to his wife in the letters of 
Benjamin Rf;WR:INS, referred to previ01.1sly ~ for the period of l 798 te 
J.802. Nothing t'urt her is known • 

3, James RANDON (2) born ca 1770. There is a record o~ his serving as 
an interpreter to Indian Agent Edward WHITE a.t Oconee, Georgia in March 
1792 s -see McGi.lli vray 0f the Creeks by Caughey, p. 315. Acc0rding to 
the £1.merican State Papers, previously referred to, James BANDON (2) was 
single, over 21 and living with his brother John in 1797 when he 
petitioned for 630 acres 0n Hollow Creek, see pp. 643, 812 and 849. His 
petition for a pa.tent was not granted. The 1810 Baldwin County, Missis­
sippi Territory census listing for John RANDON (2) and family, carried 
in the J'ourna.1 of Mississippi Histor:ir, Vol. XI :p. 212, enumerated two 
males over 21 and three under 21. This probably meant that James 
BANDON (2) was still living with his brother -at that time. N0thing 
further is known. 
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Third Generation 

1. Louisa, or Mary L0uisa (3) must have been born as early as 1786 in 
the Creek Nat1.on since she married, :reported.ly at age 14, in 1800 to 
David TATE~ son of Col. John TATE and S'ehoy McGILLIVRAY1 daughter of 
Lachlan McGILLIVR~Y and Sehoy Y.iARCHAl""i!D (daughter of a Creek Indian 
princess). David TATE was the older half-br0ther of William WEATHERFORD, 
the nRed Eagle11 who led the Creek Indian war :party in the Ft. Mims 
YJassacree on 30 Aug. 1813. Jobn R.!\NDON (2), Louisa RllNDON (3) TATE 
and more than 500 others in Ft. Mims lost their lives there. One of 
the more acc~rate and complete accounts of the .events surrounding 
Ft, Mims is carried in Albert Jam.es PICKETT 1 s 11 Hist0r-y- 0f Alabaman, 
tnfolished in 185L David and Louis®' TATE had children: 

l. Elouisa (4) born 28 Nov 1802 and died April 1885. She married 
4 July 1822 George Brooke TUNSTALL (1793-l842), editor of' the first 
English newspaper in Pe~sacola, 

2, Elizabeth (4) born ca 1804 9 married. Elijah TARVIN 17 Oct. 1827. 

3, Terressa (4) born ca 1805, :married Elisha TARVIN~ brother of 
Elijah TAR\l""IN, on 28 July 1827. 

2. Peter RANDCN (3) must have been b0rn liy 1790 since he was a 
lieutenant in the civilian militia at Ft. :Mims in 1813, was not yet 
an ad•.,lt at the time of the Territorial census of Baldw"in C0unty in 
1810 but was t~e eldest son of John RAN.DON (2) as he was appointed 
administrator of his estate according to an instrmnent executed in 
1815 in Baldwin County, Ala. An old NEWMAN-RAJIJ"1)0N family ~ible in 
the Louisiana State Museum Library at New Orleans provides the basis 
for the entries which follow: Peter Rt,NDON (3) married (L) 0n 25 
Sept 1814 Eliza.beth 11EWM.A.N (15 Apr. l796-7/ Jan 1825), daughter of 
1'homas a.na..~El:!zabeth (BUSH) NE1iv1YIAN, They had children: 

1. 

2. 

3, 

,, 
~' 

5, 

6. 

Shaw N~n'--(4) born 24 Jan 1816 9 died 20 May 1855. 

PeterJ Jr. (4) born -- , died ll Oct. 1843, 

Benj.ardn Franklin ( 4) born 10 June 1819, died 12 :Dec. 1845. 

John (4) born 9 Nov 1820, died 6 Oct. 1821. 

James Alger (4) born 24 Dec 1821, died 2 Jan 1855. 

Susannah Ann (4) ·oorn 30 April 1823, died 13 Sept. 1828. 

Peter RANDON ( 3) married ( 2.) Elizabeth BRIDGES in 1842. They had 
children: 

l. Sylves-::;e:r Bridges (4) born 12 A}ril 1843. 

2. Elouisa Rosannah (4) b0rn 4 Nov 1844, died 1848. 

3, Desrah (4) born 12 Dec. 1846. 
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The writer could find no descendants of Peter R:lJIDON (3) living in 
New Orleans when a check was made in a city directory there in Decem-
·ne:r 1964. The several 11Ru.JIDON" listings were relatives of F. F, 
RANDON, Sr. whese grandparents rep0rtedly came to New Orleans from 
France in 1858. A Peter BANDON is listed in an 1846 New Orleans city 
directory as the owner of a grocery at Apollo and Terpsichore Streets. 

, Peter RANDON (3) is listed in the 1816 census of the then newly 
f'ormed Mon:roe County, Alabama Territ0r,1, -at which time the age and 
sex of the persons enumerated wo1Jld indicate that, in additi0n to his 

· wi.fe and infant son 9 his household included his younger brothers, 
David. and John~ and his half-sister, El.iza·be:th. Neither Peter (3) 

· nor his brothers are listed in the l820 federal census of either 
Baldwin or of Mcnroe Cou.r.'1ty, the latter county being the l0cation of 
an old Randon Plantation on Randon' s Creek adjoining the Alabama 
River.' · Before his death in New Orleans of tuberculosis in May ef 
1848, Peter B1Ll\JDON(3) filed a sworn statement l Feb. 1848 in a peti­
tion' to the Corom"ittee on Indian Affairs (Ho. of' Reps., 31st Congress, 
2nd Session 9 Rep, No. 16) on behalf of the estate of his :father, John 

· RAIIDON ( 2) 9 set-ting out the a.et.ails of' the RfUIDON family loss of life 
· and p:r•o:pe:ct.y at Ft. Mims. 

3, J'ob,.n RANDON ( 3) ~ as a memt er of the first Austin Colony of' Texas, 
was grarrt.ed a league of land 19 Aug. 1824 on the Brazos River in what 
l:t:i.ter became Ft. Bend CoWJ.ty, near what is now the t0wn 0:f Fulshear. 
The l826 census of the Austin Colony lists a Jo:bn RANDON and wife, 
each in the 25-40 age group, "With two male children under ·age 7, 
The collected A:wtin Papers include a contract dated 14 Nev. 1§25 
where·by John RANDON ( 3) leased to J. B. AUSTIN two slaves for a 
year after completion of his ca.bins and The Texas Gazette has a :few 
legal not foes by Jori.J:1 :RA:[11'.DON ( 3) between early lo30 and his death in 
Feb~ 1832. 'rhe next record found is a probate proceeding beginning 

·in July of 1834in Austin County, State of Coahuila and transferred 
in 0(!tober of' 1839 to Ft. Bend Cou.nt;;y- in the then Republic of Texas. 
Susan (NEWMAN) R4.NDON, wid0w of Jo1Tn RAJ\Jl)ON (3), who died without a 
will, made bond in 1834 and was given jurisdicti0n ever the very sub­
stantial Rti.NDON estate, also the appointment as "tutoriss t0 the per­
s0ns and curatrix of the property of John RANDON and James A. RA.NDON, 
minor heirs of Jobn RAJ'iJIJONs deceased •• ," (This bond has s0me histori­
c.al value in that it was witnessed by Wm, Barret TRA.'ilIS of' Alame fame 
and the original is in the Texana CC>llection of the University of 
Hov.ston,) 

Mrs, Busan ( NEWMlLT\T) R..4J\fDON was rem.{:l1°ried in J'anuary of' 1837 ( to 
Gustavus A, PAR.KER) and 1 in September of' 1837~ her Tate husband. 1 s 
b r0the.c, .David RANDON ( 3) ~ sougrrb adnri .. nistrs.ti0n of' the estate and 

.· 'the·, guardianship of his nephews, John Neil!man RANDON ( 4) and James 
Alger RANDON (4). This petition was d.enied in Decenfoer of ·1837 but, 
after the de.ath of Susa.n PARKER ( nee NEWMAN) in 1839, David RANDON ( 3) 
did bec:.:mi.e awunistrator of' the J'01-'.n. RANDON (3) estate. Not lGmg 
after that, only Je:hn N. RANDON suni ved. Of the 'two kn0wn children 
of John 'RA.NDON (3) and Susan (NEWNLA.N) RANDON: 

,,·, 

' L' John Newman RAJifDON (4) was born ca 182- and died in February 
of 1853. He married in September of 1849 :Miss C.harlotte BALDWIN of 
Heustcm and they had twe children:, J0hn (5) who died ;y-eung and 
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Libbie (5) born ca 1850, who married in Febri.1ary of 1873 George L. 
PORTER of Houston. There is a deed of record in Baldwin C9unty, Ala­
bama executed in February of 1852 wherein a John RANDON of' Ft. Bend 
County3 Texas quit-claimed his interest in the 314 acre RANDON home­
stead on the Alabama River in Baldwin County, Alabama to his cousin, 
Mrs. Elo-.1isa ('I'ATE) TUNSTALL of Baldwin County·. It is of interest to 
note that when the John N, RA.:NDON (4) estate was finally closed in 
1866, his widow had remarried, -to Fred A., RICE, brother of the William 
Marsha RIC}.:, whose fortune fou.,,'1.d.ed Rice Institute, now Rice University. 

2. James Alger RANDON (4) born ca l82-, and as noted ~bove, died 
yo1.mg, -a,ppare:atly in the late 183ois. 
J4~' ~ 

~. t) David RANDON (3) and. business assodate Isaac PENNINGTON were 
granted a league o:f land 3 Aug l824 en the Brazos River·in Texas not 
far from downstream from the land obtained by David's lirother, John. 
The 1826 census of the Austin Colony lists a David RANDON and his 
wife, Nanc;ir~ each in the 25 to 40 age group, with no children. Thomas 
Tate I'UNS'I:ALLJ son of George and Elouisa Mary Matilda (TATE) TUNSTALL, 
in an undated account later published 28 Dec. 1905 in the 11Editor' s 
Letter Box11 of' the Mobile Register, :stated that his great-uncle, David 
RA11JON of Texas, had told him that as a lad he had witnessed the Canoe 
Fight (12 Nov. 1813) on the Alabama River at Randon' s Creek, a skirmish 
au.ring the Creek War of' 1813-1814. 

Of the three sons of John RANDON (2)~ David RiU'ilDON (3) achieved the 
greatest :prominence and wealth. However, aside from a few legal 
notices carried in the early Texas newspapers, little published 
material about him is available. The Texas Archives has a rec0rd of 
his service as 8, lieutenant in the civilian militia under Gen. Stephen 
F. AUSTIN in the early 1830' s. In February of 1836 he was appointed 
by Austin Colony Municipal Judge Jam.es BAKER to organize a militia for 
service 1.;mder Gen, Sam HOUSTON. There is also a record in the Texas 
Archives of expenses incurred in organizing and furnishing provisions 
for a militia during the Mexican War of the 1840's. Clarence WHARrON 
in his 1939 Hi story of Fort Bend County relates, p. 145, ri ••• Old David 
RANDON), who was :part: Indian, was a very thrifty, s_porty fellow and 
gave his worth (1850) census) at $33,000, a fortune for those days, 
and his occupation as :planter and horse racer." Then, on 'R· 165, 
" •.• David RANDON, who valued his property at $33,000~in 1850, gave it 
at $290,000 in 1860." 

In May 1861 Da--.rid RANDON (3) and his wife, Nancy, were sepijrated and 
an equal division of the large plantation.and other comm.unity property 
was ~ade. He married again, in February of 1865, to a Mis$ Rebecca 
ROw.LiEY but "the marriage was unsuccessful and of short duration. In 
his will, dated 20 Nov. 1865, David R.tll.J"'DON (3) stipulated that his 
wife Rebecca. receive only "pin money" and that his two fri~nds to 
whom he lef't his estate, Walter ANDRUS and Dr. Whitaker BAINES, 
k£;ep her in provisional cornf'ort until remarried. Apparently after a 
long illness, David AANDON (3) died 10 Aug. 1865 and was b,µ-ied on a 
special plot he had selected on his plantation south of the Brazos 
lli\rer which he called nFlower Hillii. 
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It appears that :David (3) and Nancy (McTu'EIL) BAl.'il])ON had only one dhild, 
a daughter: 

1. *Prorierpine BAI\J'TION (4) born ca 1830. She was married in Rich­
mond, Ft. Bend Co., Texas 6 May 1849 to J'ohn DICKINSON. No f'urther 
record is found and~ since she was not mentioned in the property 
division ·between David and Nancy RANDON, presumably she did not sur­
vive or have issue, It was noted that Jol:i.n DICKINSON and David RANDON 
were securities for the bond of administration of the estate of John 
N. RAI\1TION, deceased~ by his widow, Charlotte R/\J'IDON, on 28 Feb, 1853. 

*Josephir:r.e on marriage index but Proserpine 0n record paper. 

5. Elizabeth RANDON (3) was with her parents at Ft. Mims when they 
were slain there during the massacre of 30 Aug, l813. Charles 
WEA':'.:'HERFORD, grandson 0f the leader of the hostile Creek forces, 
William WEAS::'EERFORD 9 in a letter to T. H, BALL dated 17 Oct. 1890 
and published in 1895 in the book3 The Creek War of 1813 and 1814, 
"by- H. G. Bl\LE{ft:1::" and '.I'. H. BALL3 w:rote 3 •• , ''The aunt o:f whom I have 
spoken as 'being a refugee in Fort Mims at the time 0f the massacre 
-.,,as Mrs, Susan lili.TTERWAY (nee STIGGINS) who hated Billy WEATHERFORD 
with a thorough hatred. My aunt 1 s husband was killed early in the 
fight, She had no children, And when she saw that the fort would 
be reduced to ashes she took hold of a little girl, Elizabeth RANDON, 
with one h~nd and a negro girl~ named Lizzie, w'J.th the 0ther and said 
to them, 1 Let us go out and be killed t0gether 1 • But t0 her surprise 
she saw one of the busy and bloody warriors beckon her to him. On 
approachingJ she recognized him. It was If:fa '.I'USTUNNAGA, meaning Dog 
Warrior. He took her prisoner with the two children. He took them 
to --Pe~sacola, and gave them over to some of their friends, where they 
remained until the war closed, when they returned to their homes in 
Alabama,,. 1,,rnen Elizabeth R4.IIDON grew to womanhsod, she married 
Alger NEID'LA.N and lived many years on the Alabama River just below 
Fort Claiborne in Monroe County. 11 

Eliza:oeth RANDON' s mother is identified as being one of the daugh­
ters of Reuben and Mary ( HOLLINGER) DYER through a series of three 
laws::i.its oxtending from 1837 to 1852. The litigation grew out of 
the sale of a land claim by Alger NETNMAN, inhereit-ed by his wifeJ 
Elizabeth, to a one-third interest in 449! acres 0n the Alabama 
River 9 partly· in Clarke County and partly in Monroe -~County. The 
thrP.e suits 1 each of which eventually went to the lllabama Supreme 
Court~ are carried in D1;.gest of Cases: Porters Reports, JAMES vs 
'l'AIT, etal~ Vol, 8 p, 476, Jan. Term 1839; WEATHERFORD, itals vs 
JAJ11ES, Vol, 2 p. 170 (New Series), J'an Term 1841; and NEWMAN vs 
JAL~LES & IifEW~IAN, June Term 1847. These suits establish that Elizabeth 
(RANDON) N:iTIWM.~N, wife of' Alger NEWM.llli; Margaret (DYER) TAIT (0r 
':\'ATE)~ second wife of David TATE; and Martha (WEATHERFORD) DOWNEY, 
wife of Peyton DO'w.NEY end daughter of John and Patty (DYER) WEATHER­
FORD, -each inherited a one-third share in the 449! acre tract men­
tioned above from Mary DYER (widow of Reuben DYER) who perished at 
Ft. l\{ims with two of her daughters, · 

The marriage of James Alger NEWlf.tAN and Elizabeth RANDON(4) 5 Oct. 
1825, :previously listed, is carried in the eld :NEWMAN-RAN.DON Family 
Bfole in New Orleans, referred to under Peter RANDON (3). However, 
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The oirth of only the first child 0f t~is marriage is entered in the Bible. 
'rl1e Alger NEWM.llli family is listed in the M0nroe County, Ala. federal census 
rolls f'or 1830, 1840 and 1850. While no probate record was folUld in Mon­
roe County 1 Alger NEWlYIAN appearos to have died there together ·with two of 
his sons in between the years of 1851 and 1854. The widowed Elizabeth 
(R!IJifDON) NEWM?Jf (3) moved to the plantation of her half'~brother, David 
R!JJIDON (3), in Ft, Bend County, Texas with her remaining seven children 
and six slaves in 1855 or 1856. David RµJiJ]JON granted a twenty-,year 
gratuitous lease to her, effective Januar·y 1857~ for land then occupied 
·by her in the league on the Brazos River originally titled to his brother, 
John RANDON (3), 

Elizabeth and all of her surviving children who accompanied her are listed 
in the 1860 Ft. Bend County federal census. It is believed that the four 
older sons served in the Army of the Confederacy. Shortly after the 
Civil War, Elizabeth died (of blood poisoning) in January, 1866. Her 
small estate was divided among the children who left the David RANDON 
plantation shortly thereafter. The known children of James Alger and 
Elizabeth (Rll..J:JDON) NEWMAN (3) were: 

L Thomas Jefferson (4) was born in Monroe Co., Ala. 30 July 1826. 
He married 1Yiiss Mary ROBERTS, daughter of Noel and Harriet ROBERTS, 21 
Dec. 1854 in Ft. Bend Co.~ Texas. In the 1860 census he gave his occupa­
tion as '!!wagoner11 and it is known that he and his brothers engaged in the 
hauling of' :freight bef0re rail service was generally available in Texas. 
~here i~ a record of his service in the Confederate Army but nothing 
i'1J.rther is known, incl~ding the time and place of his death or whether 
he had cri~J.dren, 

2. John Randon (4) born ca 1828 in Monroe Co., Ala. and reportedly 
joined the Creek Nation in the Oklahoma Territory. 

3. J'a.sper ( 4) born ca 1832 in Monroe Co. ~ Ala. and appears to have 
died there before the mid-l85ors. 

4. Martin (4) born ca 1834 in.Monroe Co., Ala. In the 1860 census 
he gave his occupation as 11 farmer 1r. He is also listed in the Ft. Bend 
Co. federal census of' 1880 as a farmer and apparently never married. 

5. William ( 4) born ca 1837 in Monroe Co. , Ala. In the 1860 census 
he gave his occu.pa.tion as 1'wagoner0 ·and there is a record of his service 
in the Army 6f the Confederacy. Nothing :farther is known. 

6. David Peter (4) born 20 Nov. 1841 in Monroe Co., Ala. He is known 
to have served in the Army of the Confederacy, but the record of hisser­
vice is apparently l0st, After the Civil War, he married (1) in May of 
1866 VA.ss Paulina OLIVER, daughter of Joseph Marion and Martha OLIVER, 
then of Ft, Bend County. For several years David and his younger brother, 
Shaw, engaged in hauling freight. In 1875 David applied fer a patent 
t·o, and occupied, 160 acres in Travis County, Texas adjoining a like 
patent of land by his brother, Shaw, in the Cedar Valley Community where 
they f'armed and raised stock. David's first wife died in Feb. 1878, 
there being five children born of this marriage: David Peter Jr. 24 Feb 
1867, William Marion 8 Nov. 1868, Martha Elizabeth 4 Apr. 1871, Anna v. 
16 Jan 1873 and John M. 21 Feb. 1875. On ll Sept. 1879 David married 
( 2) :Miss Rebecca Jane HARRIS, daughter of James and Louisa (BUCHANAN) 
HARRIS. Five children were also born of this marriage: Alger Jasp~r 
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23 J'une 1880, Lula. Ovella 25 Feb. 1.882, Bertha Leona l Jan 
Grover Cleveland 8 Aug. 1885 and Ethel Buford 6 Apr. 1887. 
Peter NEWI\IJJ\N (4) died (of cancer), 15 Sept. 

1884, 
David 

7, Paton (4) born ca 1843 in Monroe Co. Ala. and the evidence 
is that he died young there. 

8. Natura Elizabeth (4) born 1845 in Monroe Co., Ala. She 
married (lo) ca 1866 at a place other than in Ft. Bend County, 
Churchill ROBERTS, sen of William and Elizabeth ROBERTS. There was 
at least cne child of this :marriage~ William J. ROBERTS, born ca 
1867, After the death of her first husband, Natura married (2.) 
William E. THROCKMORTON ca 1874 · and they moved to the Creek Nation 
near :Jkmulgee where Natu.ra obtained a section of land by right of 
her Indian blo0d. There was at least 0ne child by this marriage, 
James W. THROCKMORTON, born ca 1876. Natura (NEWMAN) (4) THROCK­
MOR'I'ON died 26 Oct. 1906. The t0wn of Natura in Okmulgee Co., Okla. 
is named for her. 

9. Sarah Proserpine (4) born ca 1846 in M0nroe Co., Ala. There 
is a record of a marriage to James F. BERRY on 10 May l861 in Houston, 
Texas but nothing further is known at this writing. 

10. Shaw Riley (4) born 20 Aug 1849 in Menr0e Co., Ala. Shaw 
joined with his 0lder brother, David, in the freighting business when 
they left the David RANDON(3) plantation. in 1866. On 6 June 1869 he 
married :Miss Susan Francis OLIVER, sister of David's wife, Paulina. 
In 1874 he applied for and received a patent from the State of Texas 
for 160 acres in Travis County near the Cedar Valley Community where 
he was later joined by his brother, David~ 0n an adjoining tract. 
Shaw and Susan NEWMAN had l3 children, the names and dates 0f birth 
for which may be listed later. Shaw Riley NEWMAN (4) died 23 July 
1925. Clues which led to the uncovering of much of the foreg0ing 
information pertaining to the children 0f James Alger and Elizabe.th 
( R4:NDON) NEWJ.1'1ti.N (3) were passed on b;y- Shaw Riley NEWMAN (4) to his 
daughter, Mrs. Dona (NEWMAN) PETERSON (5) of Austin, Texas. 

See Queries. 

------0--------
CAMPBELL FAMILY TREE 

Subw.itted by :tvirs. Eva lfiarie SPRINGSTEEN, Rt. l, Box 3, Foley, Al 36535. 

Born Died Buried Names 

Unk Unk Brook Cedron Cem Father: Archie CAMPBELL 
Barnwell, Al Mother: Frances 

Wife: Sarah Elizabeth AMMONS 31 Jan 1887 by Elder J0seph ---
NELSON, Baldwin Co. Ala. 

2 Nov 1868 8 Feb 1950 
Holmes Co. ,Fla. 

CID.LDBEN: 

Father: Steve AMONS or 
AMM:ONS 

Mother: Liza 

Fred Cj,JJjpBELL h 4 De.c 1887 Barnwell,- Al. , d L.A:pril 1934, bu 
Brooks Cedron Cemetery. 
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Dora CAM?BELL born 30 Jure 1890 married Auther (stet) Addison ALLEN on 
3 April 1917 

Nora Ms."oel CAl\.fPBELL born 30 Jan 1894 died 16 June 1961 bu Pine Rest 
Cemeter~y-; married Robert Alford At'\ITSON on 4 March 1911 

Nonie CAMPBELL born 7 April 1896 died 28 May 1975, 

Leona CAMPBELL oorn 20 Nov. 1896 died 1919 bu Brooks Cedron Cemetery. 

Will W. C.A.MPBELL born 26 May 1901 died 18 Dec. 1953; married Idell 

Hattie CAMPBELL born 14 April 1902 

Lonzo (John) CAMPBELL born 14 April 1903 died 19 Jan. 1973; bu Brook (stet) 
Cedron Cemetery grave.gives death as 1904. 

Maude CAMPBELL born 11 Aug 1906 married Freeman RODGERS 

Winfred CAlvIPBELL born 26 Nov. 1909; married 1st ? ; 2nd Frank BASALEGIA. 

1870 Baldwin Co. Censu.s: A CAMPBELL 30 Carpenter b Scotland 
Frances 25 Ala 
William 8 11 

Elizabeth 6 TT 

James 4 Tl 

Sarah 2 rr 

Charles 6/12 Tl 

.AMISON FAMILY TREE 
Submitted by Mrs. Eva Marie SPRINGSTEEN~ Rt. 1, Box 3, Foley, Al 36535. 

Nelson AMISON born ? Flat Rock, Alabama, killed in Civil War. His wife, 
name unknown remarried to a man named DOW. 

Children: 

Lisvina At\JISON b ca 1854 Ala, married FIELDS.----

Lunina AMISON b.orn ca 1857 Ala; married JOHNSON. ---
Green .AMISON born 2 June 1860 (2 different dates, 2 June 1865) Butler 

Co. Ala,~ died 7 Jan. 194~ Foley, Ala; bu Pine Rest Cemetery; 
married Mary Ellen BARNES' on.18 Jan. 1882. She was b 21 Dec 1864, 
Gant City, Ala; died 28 Feb. 1945 Foley, Ala~ bu Pine Rest Cem. , 
aaughter of' William and Mary Frances (M-.!UmINd). BARN.ES. 

Mary Catherine AMISON b 31 Dec, 1883-4, Swift, Ala.; d 7 July 1971, 
bu Pine Rest Cem., married Edgar Lomax FINKLEA 0n 15 June 1903. 

Robert Alford AMISON b 12 Nov. 1886, Foley, Ala., d 23 Oct. 1974, bu 
Pine Rest Cem., m Nora Mabel CAMPBELL on 4 March 1911. 

William W. i1MISON b 1 May 1889, d 3 Oct. 1893. 
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Sarah E. A.tvITSON "b 29 Sept. 1891 Foley, Ala.; m William Robert FELL in 1914. 

Martha E. A111ISON b 3 May 1894, Foley, Ala.; m Harry McCLANTOC on Nov. 11, 
1913. 

Evelyn L. A1,1ISON b 29 Sept, 1896, Foley, Ala.; m Jason McCLANTOC. 

Alexander J'. AMISON b 7 Aug,' 1899, Foley, Ala. , d 25 March 1976, bu Pine 
Rest Cemetery; m Ida Ruth SMITH on 14 Oct. 1931 

m Lula Belle TIRE 
m Annie Belle HICKMAN on 18 March 1958 

Emma Jo AJ."\ITSON b 4 April, 1902, Foley 3 Ala.; m Phoeian Ellis RODGERS. 

Green Frank fu\ITSON b 27 Sept. 1906, Foley, Ala.; m Stella on 
11 Sept. 1933, 
m Lela Mae ODOM 

The names and birth dates of Green A!YJISON and Mary Ellen (BARNES) AMISON 
were taken from their family Bible. Nelson A.J\IIISON information was taken 
from the death certificate of Green A.'N!I80N and had been given by Robert 
AMISON. 

1870 Conecuh Co"Census of Ala. 
J"as:pro H. HOBBS farm lab b Ala Cher WARDSM:ETHO 32 farm lab b Ga 
Frances 20 female Mary 28 female 
Madone 2 John 2 male 
Tho.s E, 9/12 Lisvina AMISON 16 female b Ala 
Green AMISON 10 male b Ala 

t;has F. WADSMITH 30 farm lab -b Ga 
Mary E 30 female Ala 
Elizabeth 1 
Luina AMISON 13 female Ala 

MORSE - Tu""EWMAN 
Compiled by Everett D. MORSE, 2101 Fountain View #31, Houston, Texas 
77057 - 27 Dec. 1976, and submitted by Mr. MORSE. 

(Note, It is not feasible for me to tr.f to make the family group chart 
on these masters, therefore I will number as shown on the family chart 
starting with the earliest gene:rations by groups. It is noted that 
so~e names did not xerox on the copy sent to me for publication. I do 
hope you will be able to follow the families in order. -Editor.) 

(34) Peter STRATTON b 1784 d 1833; m (35) Elizabeth KENDALL. 

(17) Deborah STRATTON 1768/1849 - her husband's name did not 
xerox but his birth show 27 Oct 1772 & death 25 April 1845. 
Apparently he was Mr. MORSE, son of (32) not shown and (33) 
J.viar-.r BURBANK b 16 A:pr. 1741 d 6 Feb 1830. 
(8) Daniel MORSE b 18 Aug 1812, Athol, Wor. Co. Mass. 

m 21 Sept 1837 Madison Co., Miss.; d 6 Feb 1888, 
Marshall, Harrison Co., Tex. 

(9) m Elizabeth DEAR b 11 Oct 1816, Madison Co., Miss. 
d 24 Mar. 1867, Lexington, Lee Co., Texas. 
dau of (18) J'ohn DEAR 1786/Ju.ly 1861 and (19) Effy 
WHITE b 1782, 38 
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(4) D:!'."'J.:ry MORSE b 17 Mar~h 1842, Camden, Madison C0., Miss., 
d 2l Jan. 1925, Heust0n, Harris Co., Texas 

(5) m 26 June 1868, ·1exingt0n, Lee C0,,sTexas to Lavina SE..t'.ILE, 
1b 22 July 1847j C0piah Co., Tenn., d 23 April 1935, (Copiah/Miss?) 

H0uston, Harris Co., .Texas -- see SEALE bel0w. 

(2) Samuel Asa MORSE b 10 June 1876 9 Lexingt0n, Lee C0 •. , .. Tex. 
d 24 Aug. 1959, Houston, F,,.arris Ce,, Texas. 

( 3) m 1€i Oct, 1904 Cedar Valley, Tex·. , Lula 0vella NEWV.!AN, 
b 25 Feb. 1882, Cedar Valley, Travis C0._, Tex.,, d 7 June 
1958 9 H0ust0n, Harris Co., Texas. -- .see NEl'v~;;'.l:xeTuw. 

(l) Everett Dean MORSE, b 29 July 1905 9 Spindletep, 
Jefferson Co., Texas; ·m 22 Oct. 1927 at Ennis, Ellis 
Ce., Texas. 

(40) J0shua SEALE b 26 March l775, d 1864 m (41) Ellender'f.trA.zELTINE ff~:1863. 

(20) Louis Perry SEALE, b 29 Dec. 17989 d 5 Feb. 187® 
(21) m Susannah PHILLIPS b .13 Sept. 1799 9 d 12 Dec. 184© dau 0f 

(42) James PHILLIPS d 1828 and (43) Nancy 

(10) Joshua Muse SEALE n 20 Oct. 1826, C0piah Ce., Miss. 
d 15 Feb. 1909, Fr0st, F..ill Ce., Texas, 

(11) m ca 1845 in 1'!.d.ss. Mary CHADWICK b ,15 Sept. H324, 
? Perry Ce~, lliss., d ca 1IB63, M0sc0w, P0lk .Ce. Texas., 
dau 0f (22) Asa CHAl)WICK, J'r,, and (23) Lavina; 
granddaughter 0f (44) Asa CHADWICK~ Sr. 

(5) Lavina SEALE - see ab0ve. 

(48) J0hn NEWMAN 'b ca 1742 d Aug. 1781, m. (4~) Drewsilla. 

(24) Th0n1as :NEWMAN b 14 Jan. 1767, d 20 May 1818, 
(25) m Lizea BUSH b 2 Jan. 1762, d 24 Nev·. lcl07, dau 0f 

(50) Isaac BUSH and (51) Charity. 

(12) 

(13) 

James Alger NEWMAN b 11 Dec. 1798, Barnwell Dist., 
S,C. 9 d ca 1854, Claiborne, M0nr0e c~., Ala. 
m 5 Oct. 1825, M0nr0e Ce, Ala., Elizabeth RA.ND0N, 
b ca .18@9 Baldwin C0. , Ala. , d Jan. 186€:i, Fulshear, 
l't. Bend Ce., Texas. - see RANBON belew · 

( 6) David Peter <li,i"EWMAN b 20 Nev,, 184l_. Claiberne, 
M0nree Ce. 9 Ala., a:15 Sept. 18®7, Ceaar Valley, 
Travis C0., Texas., 

( 7) m Rebecca Jane HARRIS --(b & ·d, etc. dies net Sh0W 
en family chart sheet furnished.) - .dau ef 
( 14) James Hf,.RRIS b ca 1809, W. Va. , a ca · lffi:§)4, 

m· 13 Jan ,.1842, Linc0lr.i .Ce., Tenn (further 
data net sh0wn on fa:mily chart furnished.) • 

(3) ,Lula Ovella NEWMAN - .see abeve. 

(52) Peter RANJDON b ca 172© d I7ES4, m (53) a Creek Weman ef the' 
Catchulgee. 
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\) (~)-2.0'0M.LRAJ:ifD©N ~b,ica. 1766 ~ d. 13 Aug. 'lg13, .m (27),? Natura DYER:, 
:~dgr:oJ" f"§;au.,'df,"{54} .,Reu'se-li J;)IlR ·arid >(55} Ma:r-y :?H®LLINGER. 
~·!.t ~ii.1Jl"_~~.:r :;1.~· e,.-:' J' ; ._ .. , ' 

;~·.sd h·:(;13'} :Eli12§abeth RANDON ,.. see 'ab0v-e 0>~.:. 
XJ. _[\._; at,::~ :'.. ~_'.":J 1:!.· 

. ·~· ·.... ' . '.··----- ~ ', ... !~--~ 

B ni j JiO :::,r: ; ~·::ps ELIM.IT:'rEFo "RECORDS, 'OF SE:tvII:R11.:R SPRINGS COMMUNITY:, 
~."1~ i1I r(·'•H.:"'. ,Aii0 · ,' !FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH AND CEMETERY· 

By I'lirs. A. J. HELTON (Stella (SCffilA.M) }<:ELTON) ef Steckton and s:u'bmitt·ed 
(with her permiss"ien) b;y Mrs. Davida HASTIE, 

Part l ·' · 
,· ,'.--.1.'J_ •. ,-. S~ra'l<i Springs C0mmunity 

· ~:-8 r ·:tc 7· .. -~ ~··. i. . • J.: t·. l • 1 

. \S.eirrLrah',13pxings ~ee'Will Baptist :Church with, cem.etery and a community 
r,ne,;,,'Il b~y- t:he .same·.name can be :found in S0u.t-h M0i11:~0e ·C0unty, Alabama"; · 

- Six-miles'- s0uth- ef Uriah 0n St-ate Read N0 • .5§ where there is a cress 
r0ads geihg' 'il·,Jrth is' Perpular .Sri.tings Bapti'st . .Church-Pest Of'fice Jedde. 
Going South; . a .. sign directing. 0n~ te Semi rah Springs. Free Will Baptist 
·churc·h st'ands ;, :. This is a county road. Three fui.les fr0m the cr0ssr0aa.s 
g0ing s:0uth~ y·0.,_,1 w·1:ll '· c0me t0 the cemm.uni ty 0f Semirah Springs and the 
church'and.t-h(!; cemetery • 

. ~ . :.. 

.· The 0ri,g.im.alpurp0se of this research was t0 have this church and cemetery 
-registered' with'the F...isterical S0ciety 0f. America,. but· since we find s0 
little _oo reqord t0 bare (sic) eut these fact·s; .(Inaians used n0 written 

.w0r~s, ft.n agreement was passed d0wn t0 selected 0nes f'r0m each genera­
ti0r;., ) we decided te write the m0st 0f the whele stery. 0f William 
Ma:rshall DEES IT, a gTands0n t>f Jehn'and Nancy'SEMOICE. J0hri SEM0ICE 

· was a·· Creek Indian i 0f the w"'IN ( sic) family~ · Chiefs and princesses were 
che-sen :f'rom'this family, 

Per" seme.'. re.a.sen· riot known by any0ne, J0hn SEMO ICE .did net receive a 
:pbrti0n of ·~tand after the Indian Wars in ,1815. This was called te his 
attention as well as t0 a few 0thers, in .1~36, by the U. S. gevernnient. 
At,~ that :time ha was given a pl0t 0f. land· a.cress the Alabama River ·in 
Clark (sic) County, The land was not suited :fer farming n0r fer living. 
Members 0f' the family were sick :afld dying. Arter ·abeut ten te twelve years, 
diffe:i::eni>'. Congressmen representing :this aistrict W0uld partiti0n the 
Government to give this family a :pl0t ef land suitable fer ·living er 
other.heip.·· J~hn SEMOICE was described··te the :H~rti~~;0f Representa:tives 

· as,,a 11 fa:ithfuband'leyal Indian at ·all times-·te''the:U.S.A. 11 All this -
' has "be.en prov·en·; in -fact, .we-· have . c0pies -f'rem the Ar·ehi ve's 'in Washingt0n, 

_._,J3. (G/l'-YA:iilli:llhor:ial.te J'Gibn -.SEMOICE was ·gi.v:an :in ,1847by :Representati've '. 
,::: DAI3,GA~;df-)Men!!'ee~ . .D:ist:ridt ~ ·-· -~ ·, l· .. · ' " 

( • :t, 1, :·, 

,::; '. ; ~; .• . L c:-J .C . 

In:184$.a. s:gm 0f mdney was given te the heirs)et SEM@ICE.as he haa al­
·-··reas.-y'•dieeL; + His~'heirs,:were 'his widew, ·Betty, aria '.his c'hih'lren·, Vice and 

· '.,,) ·_:petty;,,. Hetty, 1was"'tlie meth:er.··c;rr. William Marslral:1 DEES a:na·Mary and Betty 
DEES. Hetty paid her debts f0r -Gl.0ct0r bills.··f. There•'is n<.it :much:khewledge 
0f the fa:mily· frem this time except William DEES 'haci ·tWG> uncles in Menree 

i,GG>:unty.,~1 ·The cemetery in P0pular Bp:rings have lllEES' name's and William 
. ,,Mar.shall ::DEES ~r f~mil-y used that (rnmete.fy''·uritiJ. · l:13~©. '• His: rriether ·is ·., 

.. -~ .• ~=S~.':.. ,:;- '· ::-·. .t~·;-. :·-1·:..,--r·, .. .:. :~r:· 
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bu:cied t:C.ere. After this, the church was officially organized and 
na~ed Semirah Springs Free Will Baptist on 10 acres of land given by 
Willia::n Marshall DEES in honor of his grandfather. Hetty had taught 
her son to honor and to hold him in reverence. It is to be taken in 
consideration that this family was not educated in English and had 
lost roost of the Indian way of pronouncing the name. Thus one will 
find the name as others 1..mderstood the sound to be. It will be pro­
nounced as it is now, Semirah Springs, and different ways but on U.S. 
Government records, it is usually Semoice. There is a spring on this 
land, and until recent years, this spring was used by the church in the 
ba:ptism ceremony. 

Before we go further with the church) we would like to tell what we 
ki.'1ow about this community that is known as Semirah Springs. The communi­
ty was started by an Indian family and today most people are direct de­
scendants or in-laws. In 1861, William. M. DEES bought 160 acres of land, 
and brought with him to live all his responsibilities, his mother, Hetty, 
and his aunts, Visa and Betty, and sister, Pegg-y. He had one sister, 
Mary, who was dead at this time. There were others. After the Civil War 
(Indians were not considered citizens then), William Marshall married 
Ann PACE, They had five daughters--Jane, Francis Hetty, Mary, Vica, and 
Ros.a) and a son who died early in life, As each girl married, he gave 
them land for a home on his remaining land except one, Rosa, whom he 
gave other compensation. These daughters gave him many grandchildren; 
some descendants all down the line 'cave married other Indian descendants 
but others have not. Thus, today, there is a lot of Indian blood at dif­
ferent percentages in this communit;y. All are proud of their good heritage. 
William Marshall DEES was an honest and good man. He taught them well to 
love and care for each other. 

The greatest thing the United States of America ever did was to keep 
records of these Creek Indians and other tribes. The second great thing 
they made it :possible for every Indian descendant to find his "roots." 
Now, they are proud of their f'oreparents an.d proud to be citizens of 
this great county (sic). They are all 1;hristian people and leave the 
judgment of whether things were right or wrong to God where it should be 
left. Time will also reveal. 

Stella (SCHRAM) HELTON, 1978, 

Part II 
Semirah Springs Free Will Baptist Church.,and Cemetery 

Find.ing no records of this church and cemetary ( sic) before 1890, we 
began by ask~ng the oldest living descendants of William M. DEES what we 
had heard older members of the family tell to each of us. We know that 
they were Christians. A great granddaughter (Stella SCHRAM BELTON) has 
in h~ possession a King James version of the Bible, given to her by her 
Grandmother, Francis Hetty (DEES) CARDWELL. This Bible was a gift to her 
Grandmother, Mary (EENDERSON) PACE, who gave it to her daughter, Ann 
(PACE) DEES. This Bible was first given in 1848. Others tell of the Morman 
Chu.rch, visiting this cemetary (sic) about 1950 while making a genology (sic) 
research of deceased members. 

This granddaughter of Francis Hetty (DEES) CARDWELL was told many times 
that her father, William M. DEES, gave this ten acre plot of land to the 
church in honor of his grandfather, John SEMOICE, who was a member of 
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the Win (sic) family of the Creek India_n nation. The chiefs and 
princesses were chosen from this family, 

This ·writer was also told this stor;:;r by a granddaughter, Ida Bell 
( MlTRPh'Y) WOODS~ daughter of Elizabeth (DEES) MURPh-Y. * The following 
account gives the Christian and character of William DEES. He would 
call the whole family out of bed if a storm came up at night, and they 
would sit in a circle in the dark until the storm was over. I asked, 
"He wa.E afraid of bad weather? 11 !!No, 11 she said, "not afraid.,, He 
would say, "Children observe the power of God. n 

Nona ( CARDWELL) BRUT.KIEWICZ also a granddau.ghter of William DEES and one 
of many living grandchildren today, 1978, says~ 11 I remember going to 
the first church building but only one thing com.es clear-- me holding 
my Dad I s hand to get rn.1.t of the building after a good sleep, and · I 
remember that the back of the church was higher than the front, and 
when it came a rain, the goats would huddle under that part of the 
church. 'I'here were so many goats only their heads were covered. 11 She 
says~ 11 EYer-yone k..""lows a goat hates to get his head. wet. 11 Nona is the 
youngest of the living granddaughters. 

Now, about the first church building~ there are no minutes of this 
church until 1913 to be found, Isabell ( GIBSON) 1rTOODS is secretary, 
now, as has been the custom through the years, a direct descendant of 
Willia~ M. DEES. She is also treasurer and custodian of the records 
and deeds. Again, we had to rely on the memory of Jane (DEES) ALLEN, 
a daughter of W. M. DEES, who was born in 1867 and died in 1965. She 
told her granddaughter, Juanita LANDY~ the church was organized in l890. 
Jane is the same daughter who told of the bush arbor meeting in the sum­
mer and in Lug ARRINGTONus log home in the winter. Jane also verified 
the fact that this church cemeter-y- was named in honor of her grandfather, 
John SEMOICE. Because there was no written interpretation, the name has 
been spelled and pronounced different ways by different persons. It is 
now known as Semirah Springs Free Will Baptist Church, There is a sp:ril,ng 
on this church property. There are no minutes of the church until 1913, 

The lumber in the first building was bought at Jones I Mill, now known 
as Frisco City, Alabama. It was made undressed lumber, The building was 
bought with free will offerings and mernners did the work, most of which 
were first kin or in-laws of William DEES. The first preachers was 
named RENFROE. The trustees were Henry ALLEN, Frank FIBSON, and Ellie 
HALL. 

The first marTiage was a grandson of William M. DEES, Willie DEES and 
Neva SCHRAM:; F'eb. 28:; 1907. 

Semirah Springs Ce:meterJ>,. 

First buried in cemetery was an aunt, Visa. Before this they used the 
Poplar Springs Cemetery -- 2 or 3 miles north of Semirah Springs. 
Preacher G. W. MURPHY (a son-in-law of W. M, DEES) preached 28 years at 
this church. 

A second building for this congregati0n was erected in 1934-35 across 
the road al..most opposite the first building. The third building in use 
now was built in 1948-49. 

*Correct.ion: Mary Martha 42 



This is an independant church in that it receives no financial help 
from the associations. This church is in three associations: Liberty 
Freewill Baptist, Castle bury, Alabama, S ecret-ary, Joe BAGGETT; Alabama 
State Freewill Ba~ist Association, Birmingham, Alabama, Secretary, 
R. P. RI CH; National Ass0 ciatiori Freewill Baptist, Nashville, Tennessee, 

Part III 
Semirah Springs Free Will Baptist Cemetery 

The following is a list of descendants of John SEMOICE, through William 
Marshall DEES, a grandson buried in the Semi.rah Springs Free Will Baptist 
Cemetery: 

Willia.cu M. DEES, 1841 - 1911 
Ann (PACE) DEES, 1852 - 190-? 

Daughters & in-laws 

Jane (DEES) ALLEN, 1867 - 1965 
A. 0. ALLEN, 1893? - ·1948 

·Grandchildren, c0nt 1 d 

Rev. Oscar CARDWELL, 190© - -1968 

Oliver CARDWELL, 1897 - ·1925 

~.(yrtle COKER, 1932 - -1971 

Ida Bell (1'1URPHY) WOODS, 1899 - 1970 
Francis Hetty (DEES) CAPIJWELL, 1868-1944 Manford WOODS, -- - 1977 
'I'illman 'I'aylor CABDWELL, 1848 - -1921 

Visa (DEES) ALLEN, 1872 (1877 - 195-) 
Willie ALLEN, 1853 -

Mary (DEES) MURPHY, 1870 - 1946 
Rev. George MlJF~HY, 1870 - 1944 

Rosa (DEES) PEACOCK, l88l - 1959 
Jolm PEACOCK, 1871 - 1944 

Grandchildren & in-laws 

William M. DEES, 1841 - -1956 
Neva (SCHRAM) DEES, 1891 - 1934 

Lela (CARDWELL) HOSFORD, 1884 - 1948 
W. M. HOSFORD, 1870 - .1960 

Annie F, G!BSON, 1885 - 1954 
Frank GIBSON, 1875 - -1937 

Curtis PEACOCK, 1918 - 1937 

Ida ~oaree SCIIBAM~ 1887 - 1940 
Asa M. SCHRAM, 1861 - 1927 

Lu.cille Driskell, 1909, 1944 

W. McKenzie CARDWELL, 1893 - 1969 
Pearlee CARDWELL, 1895 - 1968 

William G, MURPHY, 1896 - 1968 

Great, great and great, great, 
great grandchildren 

Lucille DRISKELL 

Birdie May BAGGETT, lgl08 - 1925 

Hubb a:rt CARDWELL 

Carrol CARDWELL, 1927 - -1947 

Ester ( CARDWELL) COOK, 19-- - 1978 

Russel WOODS, 1931 - .1953 

Luverne BAGGETT 

Ollie May MURPHY 

Joseph SCHRAM, 18c3$ - 1956 

Bonnie MADISON 

Peggy MADISON 

Jeffery FRETWELL 

Paul Ray FRETWELL 



William C. BROWN, .1908 - ·1974 

Fay .PEAVY 

A. J. DRISKELL· 

Annie GIBSON 

Tillman GIBSON 

Chirlie WOODS, 1908 - 1973 

Eu.gene WOODS 

Michael WOODS 

Guy Lundy-Quinata (VERNETTA), 
. 1900 - 1971 = l912 - , l979 4ic) 

· .. Lenerd MURPHY, 1902 .., 196© 

Wiley WOODS, 1901 - 1973 

Walter WOODS, 1891 

Ellie MURPHY, 1898 - ·1919 

L0ra Bell MURPHY 

Peggy MADISON 

Uncles, Auntsj and- 0thers 

Alice DEES, 1881, 1914 

Vi cy TUCEY, 1804 ,.. 18$9 

Louise ARRINGTON, IB58 -·1918 

W. M. ARRINGTON, 186© - -·1933 

Briant PACE, 1846 -·1929 

Petty DEES 

Tb.is record from Semirah Springs Cemetery d0es not :prefess to be an 
accuY·ate account of all kin buried there, Yeu add th0se n0t counted to 
y·our records. Some graves were not marked, 

8ollecting information: 
Vivian WILLIAMSON 
Ruth BROWN 
Isabell WOODS 
Vernetta LUNDY 

(died February 11, 1979) 
Stella ( S CHRA.1VI) HELTON 

Typing and Compiling Booklet 
Clara (SCBRAM) MATTHEWS 
Myra (HARRIS) SCHRAM 

•. Pa.rt IV 
Semirah S]>rings C0Imnun;ity Church and Cemetery, 1979 

. 
A look at this place thr0ugh the byes and ·mind of thi..s great granddaughter, 
there are acres and acres 0f the •'b~st of farm land. YEiu can alm.0st see 
the whole community fr0m the church yards. It must be in a cycle ef 
winds, for year ar0und there always seems to be a c00l breeze. 

The church building is small with an L for Sunday School reoms and a 
smal~ kitchen. Some day in the near future, I hope I can see a »la~e 
large enough to handle all the special days and recepti(';)i:1S. :t h0pe 
there wil:).. be some''r1Home.c·omers" who will see this nereji ~Jl'ii,-.1gii.vel'fa: 0:n.i'ce 
.donation or even .leave in , .la~t vrill a sum for this, Pl+r.Pf:>&&~··,, They 
serve dinner ou,t front under 0.alt trees 0n picnic table·s~·. "''.';~>· · .. /,} 

·· · ,. ,·, .,, '.~- ·-~.·' :·,··· · ·. · ·. · ·· _/t.·'.·.~·..,:: .... :·~1~ ;;k . .1; .Y" 

Insiq.e the s.a,ncb.:J.dr'y :is. i?e?,Utifui. , , The wall~,. fl00rs:,::: ;n~ J)~WS cem­
pliment '. each c;,;j;;h~:i< ..... '.l;n' t.n.i~,hack whe're m0st churches have stained 
glass windews, .. there is ·a. huge ta:pestry 0f nThe Last Supper". It 
looks so real One thinks it is part of the builE!ing. The sanctuary 
is well furnished.. It is co0led and heated electrically~· 
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This church is more than a place to :preach. It is a social center, in that 
the church and community meet here to plan their activities. Those 
who wish use the church as a place to rest their dead until funeral 
services are said. Funeral homes are not convenient for them to visit. 
'I'here is one funeral home in Atmore and Monroeville, Alabama. Just 
last year, a relative came to visit for a day in the community. They 
got on their phones and called all to meet at the church. Supper was 
served; they all sang for him. ·You can imagine how impressed this 
visitor was. 

They take great price in their music and always have a good choir. They 
also have special groups, their own Hopewell Quartet being one. They 
have an acquapello group made up of women that is great. 

They have Homecoming at this church every first Sunday in May. It is 
great that so few people will prepare for so many people, giving them 
a special time to go home. The ~ollection that day goes to keep up 
the cemetery. 

Semirah Springs people are still very c01U1try and old fashioned with a 
touch of modern. They are old fashioned in that they still plow and 
plant a field for a neighbor if he is disabled. They carry food, or, 
better still, go cook meals if a mother is sick. Not all have farms, 
but all have gardens and flowers in big yards. Some of the women work 
at Vanity Fair in Monroeville or Atmore. They make their own pretty 
dresses. I noticed that none wore pants suits to church on these days, 
and every little girl wore fluffy fancy dresses. 

I have said eno~gh, I believe, to give you a good impression of these 
people, my kin. 

Stella (SCHR~) HELTON, G.Granddaughter of William. 
Marshall DEES. 

NELSON -- FULFORD BIBLE 
Submitted by: :M:rs. Eva Marie SPRINGSTEEN, Rt. l, Box 3, Foley,Al.36535. 

Elisha NELSON, b July 26, l804 

Eliza J. NELSON, b Sept. 22, 1813 

Eliza R. NELSON, b Dec. 8, 1830 

J"ulia Ann NELSON b Nov. 11, 1832 

Abigail NELSON, b Jan. 17, 1834 

Alice,NELSON, b Mar. 26, 1836 

Asa W. !li"ELSON, b Aug. 10, 1839 

Sarnuel NELSON, b Sept. 2, 1842 

Joseph D. NELSON, b Jan, 8, 1845 

J"obn C - F. NELSON, b May 10, 184 7 
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Elisha NELSON, Jr., b Aug. 5, 1849 

Charlotte Virginia NELSON, 
b May 28, 1851 

Thomas P. B. NELSON, b 
Oct. 25, 1853 

Elisha NELSON, d Shell Banks 
Oct. 9, 1880 

Eliza NELSON, d Shell Banks 
Mar. 12, 1897 

Eliza R. NELSON, d Shell Banks, 
Oct. 20, 1920 



Julia Ann NELSON, d Marengo Co., 
Ala. Dec. 16, 1832 

Abigail NELSON, d Sumpter Co., 
Ala. July 21, 1835 

Joseph D. NELSON, d Shell Banks 
Aug. 8, 1915 

John C. F. NELSON, d Pascagoula, 
Miss. June 25, 1918 

Elisha NELSON, d J·an. 13, 1896 

Thomas P.B. NELSON, d Mobile, Ala. 
Oct. 5, 1920 

William FULFORD b Jan. 5, 1810 -
d July 30, 1862, Baldwin Co. Ala. 

Abigail FULFORD, b Dec. 28, 1806 -
d Sept. 7, 1896, Baldwin Co. Ala. 

James W. FULF'ORD, b Feb. 23, 1836 -
d Hainesville~ Wood Co., Tex. 
Jan. 2, '? 

Charlotte imn FULFORD b Jan 8, 1838 

J"ohn A. FULFORD, b Mar. 21, 1840 

Mary E. FULFORD, b Dec. 31, 1841 

Stephen D. FULFORD, b Nov. 18, 1846 

JoseplTc:.s FULFORD, b Sept, 1, 1850 -
d Oct. 17, 1855 Marengo Co. Ala. 

Clifford STREET, b Sept. 28, 1829-
d Jan. 12, 1861, Baldwin ~o. Ala. 

Caroline STREET, b Mar. 2, 1831 -
d April 6, 1876, Baldwin Co. Ala. 

John P. STREE'I', b Dec, 23 7 1832 -
d Sept. 19, 1839, Marengo Co. Ala, 

Joseph Howard NELSON, d Nov. J.5, 1905 

William F. FULFOBD b Nov. 4, 1844 -
d Oct. 2, 1926, Mobile, Ala. 

Charlotte V, FULFORD, b May 28, 1851 

William W. FULFORD - Bible was torn 
with pieces missing. 

Philip FULFORD, b Nov. 27, 1878 

Elisha R. F(JLFORD, b April 23, 1881 

Joseph FULFORD, b Feb. ll, 1884 

Alice FULFORD, b Aug. 17, 1886 

Williard FULFORD, b Oct. 9, l88q 

William FULFORD and Abigail FULFORD 
married April 18, 1835 

Elisha NELSON and Eliza J. FULFORD 
married Feb, 11, 1830, 
Marengo Co., Ala. 

James S. CALLAWAY and Eliza R. 
NELSON married Feb. 14, 1850 

Washington B. CHILDRESS and Alice 
NELSON married Dec. 22, 1853 

Copied by Eva Marie (WALKER) 
SPRINGSTEEN, Oct. 4, 1978 

Thomas Andrew CALLAWAY has this 
family Bible - very old and in 
bad condition. 

Note: Miller -:;_,Memorial Cemetery, 
p1.:1.blished in Vol. V~ No. 3, April 
1978, The Baldwin ~ounty Historical 
Society - The QUARTERLY. 

Charles STUART, dubbed Bonnie Prince Charlie and the Young 
Pretender, entered Edinburgh in 1745 and was crowned 
king of Scotland. Charles raised 6,000 men and began 
a march on London. The army, however, was forced back 
at Derby and the 2,000 survivors were annihilated at 
the battle of 0~lloden. Charles fled to France where 
he died in exile. 

- Copied, 
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QUERIES 

RANDON-DYER: John R.\NDON and Mary DYER lost their lives at Fort Mims 
in 1813. Anyone with information on these families, contact Mr. E. D. 
MORSE, 210l-C Fountain View-#31, Houston, Texas 77057, 

NEWMAN: Desire date of' death and place of burial of James Alger NEWMAN, 
who crone to Baldwin Co., Ala. with parents in 1811 at age 13 from 
Barnwell Co,, s.c. and was listed in the 1850 Census of Monroe Co., 
Ala. with wife and ten children. Court records place him in Ala. in 
1852 and his widow with seven children were in Ft. Bend Co., Texas 
by 1854, Alger NEWMAN was a Mason and resided near Claiborne, Ala. 

Also desire any information on Alger NEWMAN sons: John b 1828, 
Jasper b l832 and Paton b 1843. 

Will exchange information. 
E. D. MORSE, 2101-C Fountain View~#31, Houston, Texas 77057. 
(Tel: (713) 782-2273). 

~AMPBELL-"~VITSON: Nelson AMISON b Flat Rock, Ala. d Civil War. Who 
was his wife? Archie CAMPBELL :rn Frances ? See CAMPBELL and 
AMISON records, this issue. Anyone having information, contact 
Mrs. Eva Viarie SPRINGSTEEN, Rt. 1, Box 3, Foley, Ala. 36535. 

CASH-WHEELER: Seek information about William (Billy) Jon CASH, 
born 25 July 1859, Where? He married Lucy D. lir.HEELER 7 August 1878 
Lamar Co., Ala. Who were his mother and father? 
Billy BEAUCHAMP, 1713 Wilmington Street, New Bern, N.C. 28560. 

DO YOU NEED? 

A Brief History of Baldwin County, (Alabama) by L. J. Newcomb COMINGS 
and Martha M, ALBERS, President and Secretary of Baldwin County (Ala) 
Historical Society, cl928. Third printing, January 1969, for sale by 
The Baldwin County Historical Society, c/o Mrs. Davida R. HASTIE, 
P. 0. Box 69, Stockton, Ala. 36579. $3.00. 

Back copies of the Quarterly are available -- each volume indexed. 
Order from Mrs. Davida HASTIE, P. 0. Box 69, Stockton, Ala. 36579. 
Price: $1.25 each ($5,00 for entire Volu.me of 4 issues)-- Special 
price of 50¢ each issue to Members of Baldwin County Historical 
Society • 

NOTICE: Would someone volunteer to copy early Baldwin County 

records at the r,ourt House for publication in the 

Quarterly? 
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The Baldwin County I-Iistorical Society was founded in Fairhope, Alabama 
on SeJ)te!!'.l.ber 12, 1923, as a nonprof'it organization. Contributions are 
dedu.cti"iJle from Federal Income Tax because of the tax exempt status granted 
the Society by the U. S. Treasury Department, 

Membership in the Society is $5.00 per year single and $7.00 per 
Single copies of the Quarterly can be purchased for $1.25 each -
of 50¢ each to members, Re:rnit payments to Membership Chairman, 
WILSON, 109 Fig Street, Fairhope, Alabama 36532. 

year family. 
special rate 
Mrs. Fred 

Articles and queries to be considered for pu.blication of the Quarterly 
shm1.ld be addressed to the Editor, Mrs. Gertrude J, STEPHENS, 2 Lee Circle, 
SparLish Fort, Alabama 36527. Correspondence relating to information, 
p:toj ects and otner :matters of the Society should be addressed to the 
Presid_ent, Mrs. George T. lt"ILLil\JGHA.l\ll, Jr. , Fels Avenue, Fairhope, Ala. 36532. 

Neither the Editor nor the Baldwi.n County Historical Society assumes re­
sponsibility for errors of fact or opinion expressed by contributors. 

We owe it to our ancestors to 
preserve entire those rights, 
which they have delivered to 
ou.r care, We owe it to our 
posterity, not to suffer their 
dearest inheritance to be 
destroyed. 

-Author Unknown 
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St. Patrick's Day - March 17, observed by the Irish (both parts) as a day 
of wearing of 'the green, 

St. Fat rick? s Purgatory - According to the legend, an earthly purgatory 
set ~J;p "'oy St. Patrick, or a place where God granted to him that the :PUD­
ish.~ent of sinners might be seen, to give ocular proof to the said Irish 
of tl:e tr-..,ttll of his teachings. This legend is said to have been first 
mad.e known to Europe thro1J.gh a work written by Henry of Saltrey (fl 1150), 
an English Cistecian Monk, who related the adventures and punishments 
( similar to those depicted by Dante) of Sir Owain, or Owen, a knight of 
King Stephen's Court who descended into this purgatory. It is supposed 
entrance was located on an islet in Lough Derg, County Donegal, Ireland, 
and there is a cave there now known by this name. At an early date, a 
e:h'J_rch and an .artificial cavern were constructed on the island, and it 
"cecam.e e. gr1:;at place of pilgrimage in the Middle Ages. 

--Copied from Webster's Unabridged 
Dictionary. 
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STEAMBOATS TO AND FROM TPE EAS'fERN SHORE OF MOBILE BAY 
Submitted by Mrs. Kay NUZUM and presented by her to the Alabama Historical 
Association at the Annual Meeting, Troy, Alabama, April 27-28, 1979. 

The Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay in Baldwin County has been appro~riately 
called "the shirt.sleeves sectj.on of the rest belt, where energy returns 
to tired hearts and weary limbs, 11 (1) 

The shore from the Bridgehead in Spanish 1''ort to Mullet Point, just south 
of Point Clear, is approximately 18 miles long and is the most free and 
~asy, altogether informal, strip of land found anywhere. Yet it is 
keenly alive, progressive and intellectual. 

Early Spanish, French and English explorers and colonizers thought so 
too, as did the Tensas, the Alabamos, and the Choctaws, Creeks and 
Seminoles before them who called it their Sacred or Neutral Ground, 
where they met and planned the relationship of their tribes. 

The enticing shore,. then, had ever-,rthing but accessibility to Mobile. 
So, since every venture has a reason~ the bay boats were born. 

Let us turn TIME back to the early 1800' s when earl;y- settlers and 
freight came by sailing vessels from Mobile to the Eastern Shore, or 
by o,c teams and stage coaches from Pensacola. 

Meanwhile in the north, men like WATT, DUNDAS, FITCH, STEVENS and 
Robert FULTON were busy "ushering in the age of the steamship," (2) 

The earliest record we could find of a steam-boat on the Eastern Shore 
was the 50-ton EMMELTIIJEJ built at Alabama City, the site of today 1 s 
Fairhope" We find no record that she had made runs to Mobile. It is 
known, however, that 11 she worked between 1827 and 1836 for service to 
large ocean-going ships barred from sailing to the port of Mobile by 
a large sand-::iar extending from the mouth of Dog River. 11 ( 3) 

An early mmamed steamboat is known to have made riover the bay" runs 
at a speed of four miles per hour, between Mobile and Blakeley. She 
was so top-heavy that "to keep her from capsizing a huge CY})ress log 
was carried on one side as an outrigger." (4) 

The CALOOSA was one of the first steamboats to have oeen built at 
Blakeley. Her steam pressure was so low 91that a camion had to be 
fired on deck to announce landings because blowing the whistle stopped 
the boat." Later, as she acquired more steam her name was changed 
to the BEAVER. ( 5) 

Three of the earliest bay boats that p1ied between Mobile and the 
Eastern Shore in the early 1840' s and 1850' s were the SOUTHERN STAR, 
CORA, and JUNIOR. 

Early· bay boat pilots were usually taken on at Park City, a- bay front 
area of today's Spaµish Fort, and was then known as "Pilot vs Town. 11 

'I'he :HEROINE, 11 slender as a toeth:pick and real speedy with a feather­
ing bucket-type water wheel" was built in Glasgow, on the Clyde, 
Scotland, a,nd was used as a blockade runner during the Civil War. 
She ran blockades from Bermuda to Wilmington to Havana and Fort 
Morgan from 1863 to 1865. 
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11 You can 1 t hit, her~ n Yankee blockade gunners complained~ 11 Shoot at her 
bow and you miss her stern!" (6) 

After the Ci v:i.l War she made runs between Mobile and Point Clear. Even 
in her old age, with throttle dovm, she would slide smoothly past other 
boats, In 1870 she was being used as a tow boat in New Orleans when 
John CARNEY s;v:itted her and brought her back to Mobile Bay for service 
between Mobile and Point Clear as a da;y steamer, a:fter which duty she " 
was used as a coa.l barge to Fort Morgan and finally scrapped in Mobile. ( 7) 

'Then, with each her Ow"TI romantic stor;y' came the LUCILLE, BELEN, CRESCENT 
CITY, GEN.t:iP.AL LEE, J:vL\NA'I1EE, RA.LDWTN, CHARLES A CESSNA ( formerly known as 
the SEWARD), the JAMES A CARNEY ana. others. In later years came the more 
:familiar ones: the PLEASURE BAY, APOLLO, FAIRHOPE I and FAIRHOPE II, the 
DAPBNE} then the N'.t1'W DAPHNE and the JOSIE , ( 7) 

The first FAIRHOPE was built b;:r the Fairhope Industrial Association on 
the beach just north of the old Casino at the foot of Fairhope Avenue. 
She was launched on the 27th of J'une, 1901, and went into regular service 
between :fairt:.ope and Mobile on the first of September, making the 15-mile 
transit in an hour and fifteen minutes. Four years later the f'irst 
FAIRHOPE was destroyed ·oy fire of unknown origin while moored at the 
Fairhope wharf, 'I·he following year the Fairhope Improvement Company 
purchased an old lighthou.se tender and anchored it off the Fairhope 
wharf where it s1.iccessf'u.lly rode out the September, 1906, hurricane. 

Ca:Ptain Ov.ren ROB.ERI'S was given the respond'bility of supervising the 
construction of the superstructure and outfitting the vessel for pas­
senger service. ·rhe second Steamer FAIRHOPE went into direct service 
to Mobile in January of 1907. ( 7) 

The EASTERN SHORE~ originally owned by the City of Boston and brought 
to Mobil0 Bey·, was considered by many the most beautiful o:f the bay 
boats with he:r yacht-like design~ hsr mahogany panelling and brass 
railings. 

The EASTERN SHORE and the BAY Q1JEEN, the largest and most elaborate 
of the fleet, were the last to ply between Mobile and Fairhope, 
especially on pleasure excursions. · 

Careers of some of the bay boats ended tragically. Fires and hurri­
canes took their toll over the years. Most tragic of all the bay boat 
d.foastern bef'ell tiie 27-ton OCEAN WAVE. While hundreds o:f excursion­
ists were boarding her at Point Clear on the late afternoon of August 
27, 1871, to return to Mobile~ a "terrific explosion tore the boat 
apart and took lives of countless passengers, mainly women and 
children. News of the disaster was relayed by Captain John PAYNE 
o:f the sloop, IDA, on his way to Mobile when he passed the Steamers, 
AN1'ITE and FOUN'I'AIN, which hurried to the scene and brought the injured 
and dead to Mobile. 11 (8) 

At one time or ano-1:;he:r during stee.mboating days, there existed a 
dozen or so landings on the Eastern Shore of Baldwin County, namely as 
follows: STARKE, DRYER, BELROSE, DAPHNE, MJ:N'l'ROSE, SEA CLIFF, VOLANTA, 
PIER STREET, FAIRHOPE. BATTLES WRA...'R.F, ZUJ:ilDELS and two at Point Clear. 
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Wnarves at each landing were .a necessity and as time went 0n they were 
improved, l:i.sually with roofec( extensions and enclosed freight ·),,areh0uses. 
Benches were built for passeri,gers a.11.d :for the tc)wn folk who came to 
meet the bay b0ats, as a hig~light of their day. (9) · 

.d • ~ 

Just about anything comprised the freight on bay boats. One ·sh0re 
resident recalls some Mobile f'am.il:t'es bringing their best milch cows 
for cblldrenis milk while vacationing on the shore! 

Hurricane seasons were alway; 0f great c0ncern to Eastern Shorites, 
especially when the wharf complexes were so severely damaged that the 
bay boats had to anchor out and transfer passengers, mail and freight 
into row boat S and barges to J:)e b rmight ashore, . Wharves were 0f' such 
high priority that they weretusually rebuilt by everyone pitching in, 
even bef0re attending to own ;Pr0perty damage. 

. . 
Earliest bay boats usually made the entire shore two or three times a 
week, leaving Point Clear -ea~ly in the mornings and stopping at wharves 
along the shore before heading for Mobile. On the afternoon trips the 
boats reversed order and ended up at Point Clear where most of the 
captains and crews made their homes. ( 10) ' · 

As the 
"trips. 
Mobile 
across 

population of Baldwin County increased the bay boats made daily 
On Sundays and holidays the boat schedule was revers0ed~ leaving 

in the mornings, thus .,,enabling Mobile Countians to sp~pg. a day 
the ba:;7. 

Early fares on the bay boats were 25¢ per person and a minimum rate of 
$3.10 per car, the fee being scaled according to size of vehicle. 
Rates, however, went up gradually as the years went by, (11) Those 0f 
us from Mobile County who attended Daphne Normal School could spend 
weekends at home for only 50¢! Some Mobile students cormnuted daily. 

Most of the bay boats had a galley aboard with a male cook to serve 
early breakfast to captain and crew. Coffee and soft drinks were 
usually available to passengers. 

·.-,L· • 

Prior to the completion of Cochrarte Bridge and the Causeway, a 13-mile 
strLJ.cture, the only way - except by bay boats - to reach Mobile from 
Baldwin County was a long, t~ious trip over mainly dirt. roads to 
Grove Hill and thence so,J.th via Jackson and a ferry aeross the 
Tombigbee River and south to Mobile. Although it meant a demise for 
the ba;r boats, June 4, 1927, was a happ;y- day for Baldwin and Mobile 
Countians when Governor Bibb GRAVES accepted 11 the bridge complex with 
pride in the name of Alabama, u Mrs. GBAVES christened the bridge by 
smashing a bottle of satsu.ma. orange juice against the rail of the 
Tensa~ River unit. (12) 

.... 
The new bridge complex was a locally financed project at the time, 
but later the state took over financial and management resp0nsibilities, 
r.ochrane Bridge was f'reed of t0ll in 1937. F0ur years later the four­
million dollar Bankhead Tunnel was opened and just last year, the new 
Bay Way has made the Eastern Shore of Baldwin County closer to down­
town Mobile than most of its suburbs. 

But the most impertant facet of the bay boat saga we have left for 
the 1ast - the story of the captains af the bay boats. 
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These stalwart and picturesque personalities not only cormnanded the 
bay boats, they· were also angels of mercy - -at times in the middle of 
the night when they made s:pec.ial emergency trips to Mobile hospitals 
with seriously ill folks from across the bay; they shopped for 
previsions and attended to business for those unable to make the 
crossing; they matched materials and threads for the w.omen fol.ks; and 
charged 0nly 25¢ for a trunk full of previsions or greceries. In 
other words they were very special people! 

Following is as complete a list of the bay boat captains and owners as 
we have been a·ble to come up withJ namely: Ed BALDWIN, Tom BELL, Mike 
BOWEN, James A. CARNEY, J0hn CLARE:, Buck· ~ORBAN, Caleb DANA, Tom 
DEERING, Jeck HtlRRlJB, Charles HENNING, Charlie LUFTUS, Frank LUMSDUN, 
Tony bW.F.CELLINE-RESSIJAC, Jim 0 1NEAL, Fred PASSO, Harmon PIERCE, Joe 
POSE, Tom RILEY, Ed ROBERTS, Owen ROBERTS, and Seph ROBERTS. 

We have chosen one of' the aforementioned captains, namely Joe POSE, 
because we k...'1.ew him best :1 to show of what stuff these mariners were 
made, 

Captain Joe is career as a deck hand began when he was only fourteen. 
Because of' his natural aptitude f'orboating, he climbed rapidly to 
mate, then to pilot and in time as master of the JAMES A. CARNEY and 
the PLE..4.SURE BAY. After ten years he became part owner of the 200-
passenger DAPHNE, then the NEW DAPl<JiE and the JOSIE. (13) He was 
pr,.::md of' his -ooats and compared them to women: "You have to treat them 
kindly and have a soft touch on the wheel and they will respond to 
ymJ.r every· wish ... S0metimes they get cranky and one must talk and 
plead and beg them to follow your orders.H (1.4) 

Captain Joe's experiences in bay-boating were many and varied, especial­
ly the one on the 5th of July, 1916, when a vicious hurricane was 
steaming into the area. He was trying to get many vacationing 
Mobilians from the Eastern Shore to their homes in Mobile. Among 
them were Mayor Harr;,y~ PILLANS, Judge Claude GRAYSON and Banker Ernest 
LADD. (15) After a hectic three-hour westbound trip, C!aptain Joe 
finally landed in Mobile and was 11 standirig·knee-dee:p in water in the 
pilot house, located about twenty feet above the usual water· line!" (14) 

As a token of appreciation for his work as a bay boat captain, com­
mu.teri::, :merchant men and friends from Baldwin and Mobile 0ounties pre­
sented r:apta.in Joe with a silver loving cup, filled with m0ney, one 
ChristlhaD night ori the St. Francis Street Wharf in Mobile. 

'I1he captains and their bay boats are no more,. but they shall always 
have a special niche in the romantic history of the M0bile Bay area. 

Ref'nrenced f'00tnotes to paper on "STEAl'\ffiOATS TO AND FROM TEE EASTERN 
SHORE OF MOBILE BAY, n presented by Kay NUZUM: to the Alabama Historical 
Association at Annual Meeting, Troy, Alabama, on April 27-28, 1979: 

1. Baldwin 'I1i:mes Golden Anniversary - February, 1939 - -page 41. 
2. Port o:f Mobile - February 1979 - pages 23-28. · 
3. Dead Towns of Alabama - W. Stewart Harris - page 58. 
~.. Let's Talk About Alabama - Walter Overton - November, 1941 - page 5. 

54 

= 



5. 
6. 

Thirty Years of Southland Sketches - Walter Overton - 1972 - page 38. 
Let 1 s Talk About Alabama - Walter Overton - November, 1941 - ·page l. 

7, I~t~~iew with Walter Roberts 7, 
S; Mobile Register - August 28, 1871. 
9 - 10 - lL Montrose by Florence and Richard Scott - pages 40-41, 114. 
12. Highlights of 100 years in Mobile (1865-1965) by First National 

Bank of Mobile - page 95. 
13-14-15. Battles Wharf and Point Clear by Florence and Richard Scott, 

pages 61-63, 

STOP.M OF 1906 
This Term Paper was written by Gwen RY.AN (now Mrs, Robert RIEBE, Gulf 
Shores, Ala.) for 9th Grade Alaba.ma History. Teacher: Mr. MATHIS. 
Submitted by her mother, Mrs. Carl W. RYAN, Gulf Shores, Ala. 

My report concerns five parts of South Alabama which were hit very hard 
by the Storm of 1906. These topics are Bon Secour, Dauphin Island, 
Lagoon, Mobile and Navy Gove~ Alabama. 

On Monday morning preceding the storm, the fishermen of Bon Secou:r, 
set out for Cedar Point~ near Mobile, in their sail boats to plant 
oysters. On this morning, there was a light breeze which was fine 
for sailing, but the farther away from home they got, the harder the 
wind blew. Soon it became so bad, they had to go into Dauphin Island 
for shelter. · 

Illf:y Great-Grandfather, Job_rJ. STEINER, and two of' his sons, were among 
the oyster fleet to anchor in Dauphin Island Bay. After attending 
to his boat, my Great-Grandfather'took his sons to visit his 
brother-in-law, Jack WROTEN, who lived on Dauphin Island. It blew 
so hard they decided to stay at the WRO'I'EN home all night. This was 
a very wise decision, as their boat had disappeared in the morning. 

During the night, Jack WROTEN went out to see about his boat which 
was his only means of making a living. By then, the wind was s0 
~trong, he could not get back to shore, his boat turned over and he 
was drowned. 

Twenty-six houses were demolished on Dauphin Island. Not a single 
one escaped damage. Three large ships, the 1'1ARY GRAY~ the OLIVIA 
and the FALCON, went adrift and sunk in Mobile Bay. Their wrecks 
were never found. 

A few days af'ter the storm, Great-Grandfather STEINER, his sons and 
anoth~r man, rowed from Dauphin Island to :Son Secour in a 14-.foot 
skift. When they reached :Son Secour, they found that everyone's 
dock had washed away, and six families were stranded in an old 
school house. They stayed there W1til the high water went down, 
which was about three days. The reason was because a tidel wave 
had come after the storm, and washed many of the houses away. :Be­
fore the wave came, all of the water rushed out of Bon Secour River, 
and it was left a dry river bed. It was told, you could have walked 
across the river with the aid of a 10-foot board. 
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Clem CALLAWAY1 his wife, Mary ana "Gwo sons, J'oe and Calvin, lived on the 
Lagoon. At the.t ti::ne, the youngest son, J'oe was 16 ;rears old. Their 

home was qu.ite large, with a gallerJ across one side. 

'l'he wind had been ver-J strong all day, and the rain was falling fast. 
The menJ who w:::re fishermen by trade, had worked all day on the south 
side of the Lagoon, trying to dig a pass to the Gulf' to drain the 
nigh watero 

By bed time, the high water had begun to rifle u_p toward the house. 
the men, being very tired, went to bed, but my Great-Grand-mother, 
Mary, stayed u.p to watch the water. At 2!00 o'clock a.,:m. she was 
still sitting, reading her Bible when she heard a big wave hit the 
house. Their dog which was sleeping on the gallery was washed off 
and drowned. She then awoke her family, end with only the clothes 
they wore, the:;· left the house, and went to her brother's, which was 
about one-four·th mile back from the Lagoon. r{y- Grandfather said the 
water wes u:p ab0ve his waist when he went dowr: the door steps. Fallen 
trees were everywhere, and they stumbled and lost their way many times 
before reaching the shelter o:f his 1mcle' s home. 

The next morning when they returned, the house was gone. The remains 
were strown for nearly a tile down the Lagoon beach. 

Before the stor:n, the Gulf Beach had high sand dunesi also large ham­
mocks of trees grew there. Some of the trees were so large, a man 
could not rea.ch around. them. The next morning, the beach was barren, 
and few trees have grown there since, 1he Gulf had washed all the 
sand dunes do'WYt. It came across the Lagoo,n, and washed past, where 
Fort Morgan Highway is toda:y. 

Mobile, as well as the surrounding areas, pa,id a heavy price because 
of lack of conrrnunication, shortness of time to prepare for the storm9 

and the la.ck of respect for the savage hurricane. The first warning 
:from the U. S. Weathe:r' Bu.reau off'i ce, came on Saturday, September 22nd, 
Bull.et ins continued S,mday, Monday, Tu.esday and by Wednesday, these 
bulletins became more personal. 

'Ihe wind blew large vessels, steamshi:p13 and small boats, crashing 
together against other vessels, and agains-t the banks of the Mobile 
Ri ve:r. Schooners and fishing boats went to the bottom, and took 
their crews with them. 

The giant tide smashed the southern coast of Baldwin and Mobile 
C!ounties, sweeping everything in its path. At 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
September 27th, the highest tide m.ark of 9,9 feet was recorded at the 
foot of' Mobile River" People could. not believe their eyes. Water 
was several feet deep at St. Francis and Royal Streets. Cotton bales 
floated down the street. The storm reached its -peak in Mobile about 
6:00 o'clock a.m. Shortly a~er 8:00, the wind began to lessen. 

Between Choctaw Point and Three Nlile Creek, 14 vessels were sunk and 
34 smashed ashore. Fifty barges and small launches were lost or 
badly damaged. Luck1.ly, only one person was killed in Mobile, although 
dozens of' seamen and' fishermen perished in the Bay a.nd Gulf'. Nearly 
all the deaths were ca.used by the tremendous tide that inundated much 



of the southern shore. In addition, there were 6.4 inches of rainfall 
recorded. Only 47-mile winds were actually clocked in the storm, but 
weather bureau officials say the instrument was badly exposed as 
damage indicated, winds well over 75 miles an hour. 

Navy Cove was a small village on the coast of' Mobile Bay, about one­
quarter mile from the Gulf of Mexico, and four miles east of Fort 
Morgan. It was looked upon as a great su1nmer resort. Large crowds 
from all parts of the United States came in the summer t0 enjoy 
their favorite sport of fishing, swimming or crabbing. 

St. Andrews Bay which is situated about four blocks from where the 
village stood, was known to produce the best flavored oysters through­
out the state. One could go out into the bay, and in an hour's time, 
come back with any of three articles (seafoods) he preferred - oysters, 
fish or crabs. 

The settlers of Navy Cove depended. on fishing and oystering f0r their 
living. Being humble people, they enjoyed their pleasent way of life. 

i 
On September 24 and 25, the wind blew from the souttt1?Altt, and the 
clouds began to ccme over the sky as the wind gradually increased. 
At a.e.wr::. 0n September 26, the people were startled by a terrible shock, 
like that of an earthquake. This was followed by a flash of light, 
and then a bolt of thunder. ThGn all was quiet except the wind. 
This was a shock to the people as nothing quite like that had ever 
happened before, but as they were not af'raid of stormsJ no one thought 
of leaving the village. 

By noon~ the waves were cutting their way through the entrance of St. 
Andrews Bay, carrying square timbers that had been on the Gulf Beach 
for many years, The people still had no fear that it would take 
their homes~ but as night approached, fear began to creep into their 
hearts. As night f'ell, the wind was blowing about fifty miles an 
hour, and the rain was coming down in torrents. This was to be the 
darkest night they had every witnessed. 

As the water rose, people left their homes to seek higher ground. 
The LADINER home, believed to be one of the highes't and strongest 
homes in the village, soon became the place of shelter for m0st of 
the inhabitants. The people bowed their heads and prayed that the 
water would not take the house, b1J.t the water continued t0 rise, and 
it soon became evident the house might go at any minute. Edward 
LftJ)Il\!'"ER went to the south end of the building and his attention was 
attracted. by a little knoll which he believed. to be the only land 
above water. It was about fifteen paces from the house. About that 
time•, a large oak tree fell into the house, tearing ene end of it 
away. 

Through water wa:i):it deep, they waded to the knoll. The distressed 
people were compelled to lie f'lat on the ground to keep from being 
blown away, The Gulf to the right and left was carrying everything 
in its path. 

Wnen morning dawned, they saw nothing but water and two knolls like 
the one they were upon. By then the storm had subsided to a gail 
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of wind, and gradually the water began to go do'Wll. The only house they 
sould see standing, was the one they had to vacate during the night. 

As the day progressed, one of the survivors attempted to return to his 
parents h0me~ but he found the watEJr too deepo He gazed in the direction 
of the house, and saw a man standing on another knoll. They waved to 
each other, and finally, he could see people in a boat coming toward 
him. The boat ~~de slow progress, but he soon saw his family was in it. 
The father·, William JOHNSON, told how they had to vacate their home, 
and how they, too, had found a dry knoll. He told how, after they were 
safe on this knoll, they discovered the grandfather missing, and he 
quickly retraced his footsteps, but to his horror found the house had 
alread;y fallen. 

Now with the aid oi' the boat, one of the men returned to the Ll'I..DNIER 
home, and found some dry matches. In a ~hart time, they had found some 
wood and built a large fire. This ma.de them mere comfortable, but they 
still did not have any food or drinking water, 

Another boat arrived at the knoll. This boat belonged to a fisherman 
who was in the Cove in his schooner the day before the storm. His boat 
had been saved by a pine grove. After the storm moderated, the man, 
with the help of his two sons, made an attempt to reach the village. 
He f'inds it gone, and as he started to leave, he saw a woman waving to 
himo He went to her, and found her father also, who was wounded as 
they were washed from their homeo 

The girl told her story. S:he family consisted of' a father, mother, 
four sons and two daughters, They were all clinging to the house 
wben a wave crune crashing, and threw them /~,l~,_ .. in different directions. 
She said she was washed through some shrubs;and by a miracle was 
~aught. by her hair being entangled in a bush. She clutched this 
with a death-like grip. As she clung to the tree, she saw her father 
clinging to it also, but the rest of the family had disappeared. They 
stayed there until the fishermen came along. 

Forty-seven people were now on the knoll w--ithout food or water. They 
bec&~e uneasy as they saw no way of getting away from the place. They 
thought Mobile and the whole coast had been destrcyed by the storm. 
Finally~ two men in a row boat decided to make an attempt toreach 
Fort Mcirgan. They had little hope of finding it in.~any better condi­
tion than Navy Cove, but to their surprise~ they found most of the 
buildings standing, despite the heavy winds they were exposed to. 
They were met by soldiers who gave them food and water to take back 
to the people on the knoll. 

Af'ter the men returned t0 the knoll, the soldiers f'ound. a boat that 
had been washed ashore by the storm. It was in good condition, so 
by making two trips, the. soldiers bro::i.ght the people from the knoll 
to Fort Morgan. The next morning a Government boat came from Mobile, 
and in a short time, the survivors were safe on the docks of that 
city, 

These people hold the land of Nav;y- Cove dearer te them than any land 
shall ever be, but the once happy land~ now lies in ruins. The 
village was never rebuilt, and the Navy Cove of today, consists of' a 
fishing camp, the SEROF and a few summer homes. 



Dear Old Navy Cove 

:rvry- thoughts are today in dear old Navy Cove, 
Wri~ch brings to me those sweet childish days, 
When I used to roam the woods among the turtle dove, 
I can see my home as we lived in old fashioned ways, 
Standing beneath the old magnolia bloom; 
And my parents old and gray were protected from above. 
I never shall see again that dear old home, 
'IJis my home way down in dear old Navy Cove. 
Way down in dear old Na-~J Cove, 
That's where I am longing to go. 
But my tho:J.ghts are all in vain, 
For that spot I 1 ll never see again. 
It was swept away by a tidal wave, 
Which day by day I'll ever crave, 
Where the orange trees used to grow, 
Way do-wn in dear old Navy Cove. 
But one day there to my sorrow came 
The ru.shing waters from the Gulf of Mexico, 
Still in all, I find no one to blame. 

From the r~ins where the water ebbs and flows, 
It was on the twent~r-seventh day- of September 
In the darkest night, well I remember 
Each and every one 1 s head in prayer was bowed. 
Way down in dear old Navy Cove 
Was a sad scene to behold, 
Cast upon two sacred knolls 
were forty-seven storm-worn souls. 
They were lying on the cold, chilled ground, 
Expecting every minute to be drowned. 
Alas! through God, they are saved. 
There were mothers with their ba-bes, 
Cast upon this sacred knoll; 
Exposed to rain, wind and cold, 
On a knoll where four stately oaks grow, 
Way down in dear old Navy Cove. 

--syJ\ey ~ndrew Ladiner. 
,,' 
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( In September 1906, Gwen B;yans' Grandfather Callaway lived on the 
Lagoon; her Gran&nother Callaway lived in Bon Secour, and her Grand­
father R;;ran li vea. on Dauphin Island.) All now deceased. 

VERNANT PARK BAP11IST CEMETERY 
Copied by Eva Marie (WALKER) SPRINGS'l.'EEN and submitted for publication 
by her. Unmarl.;:ed graves identified by Ira and Grace LIPS COMB. 
April 8, 1978. 

Bertie H. DORGAN 
1881-191n 

Capt. Ed. DORGAN 
1873 - 1941 

Leo John TAU 
Penn. Pvt, ICL 
56 Pionee Inft. 
May 20, 1896 
Nov. 18, 1934 

Jo.Anna (STYRON) 
LIPSCOMB 

wife of James Phillip 
LIPSCO:MB 

Aug. 13, 1857 
April 20, 1938 

James Phillin LIPSCOMB 
Oct. 11, 1853 
Sept. 26, 1933 

Nathan Z. LIPSCOI'!IB 
Feb. 27, 1856 
Nov. 9, 1920 

Delia (STYRON) DARLING 
June 16, 1861 
Sept. 19, 1937 

Albert R. LIPSCO:MB 
Dec. 6, 1882 
May 29, 1966 

Wes sie ( S'I'FJtJE'.!.') LIPS COMB 
Jan. 17, 1885 
Jan. 13,. 1954 

Wessie Albert LIPSCOMB 
Sept. l, 1908 
Jan, 14~ 1921 

Charlotte T. ( CARVER) 
LIPSCOMB 

Albert R. LIPSCOMB 
Dec. 6, 1882 
Ma.y 29, 1966 

Virginia (LIPSCO:MB) DIFFEY 
Feb. 1844 

Wife of Edward LIPSCOMB May 1931 
Died June 29, 1920 
32 years old A. S. LIPSCOMB 

Edward P. LIPSCOMB 
1885 - 1978 

Florence V. LIPSCOMB 
Wife of James BROw'N 
Aug. 20, 1886 
Nov, 29, 1911-1-

William LIPSCOMB 
Heed Stone here but 
was buried at 
Mary Ann Beach 
Body never moved 
Co A 43 Ala Inf, CSA 

Luecien LIPSCOI'!IB 
July 4, 1819-18 
Aug. 9, 1908 

Lillie Mae WILLIAI\'.IS 
July 1, 1921 
Jan. 31, 1943 

Harry WILLIAMS 
Jan. 17, 1885 
May 12,.1940 

Co. E, S Ala Cav, CSA 

Laura E. (B'"URLEY) :NELSON 
Nov. 20, 1913 
Nov. 11, 1945 

Nelson Baby 

Thomas HURLEY 
- 1912 

Infant 

- Maggie Inez (LIPSCOMB) 
HURLEY 

--Feb. 13, 1879 
Sept. 26, 1962 

Thomas D. HURLEY 
Feb. 27, 1872 
Jan. 26, 1924 

Cornelia A. HURLEY 
July 1845 
Mar. 1931 

James N. HURLEY 
1901 - 1978 

Grace (LIPSCOMB)WILLI.AMS 3 slabs - no writing 
Jan. 14t 1893 one identified as 
April 20, 1954 David WALLACE 
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Eula Ward GRAR4M 
Fe'b. 23, 1923 
Mar. 17, 1957 

Mr. REEVES 
1856 - 1926 

Mrs. REEVES 
1885 - 1927 

James JOHI'ISON 
1832 - 1916 

Louin Q, BRETON 
Co.A, 43 Ala. Inf. 
CSA 

S1.ab - no writing 
identified as Maggie 

(LIPSCOMB) BRITTON 

Minnie BRt\.SWELL 
A Little Girl 
Asleep in Jesus 

Walter, son of C.T. 
& E.P. LIPSCOMB 

· Fe::i. 13, 1918 
d same day 

Child' s grave - 2 
bricksJ step grand 
child of' Bill DOUGLAS 

Arthur Lee HEATON 
Ala Pfc 7 Army 
Dec. 31, 1939 
July 5, 1960 

2 cbildren slabs 
no writing 

Chrii:rtopb1~r J, ROBINSON 
Dec, 11, 1956 
Aug, 7, 1964 

Billie Sue KNOTTS 
Oct: 24, 1932 
Nov. 29, 1975 

KNOTTS child- 2 pipes 

Baby 
Ernie V. KNOTTS 
July 30, 1957 
Jan. ll~ 1959 

Claudia Dimple KNOTTS 
Feb . 27, 1921 
Aug. 31, 1969 

Jessie Ada :&JITGHELL 

Vernon KNOTTS 
slab - no writing 

Homer C. RUSSELL 
1903 - .1978 

2 bricks 

Katie Louise STYRON 
Jan. 16, 1942 
d same day 

Raymond STYRON 
Ala Pfc Inf, T;,i'w II 
Feb • 20, 1927 
Aug. 22, 1962 

Thomas L. STYRON 
Dec. 3, 1918 
Jan. 30, 1919 

Lorna Jewel STYRON 
Aug. 1, 1929 
June 6, 1930 

3 slabs 
son of Homer RUSSELL 
Mr. & :Mrs • RUSSELL 

Della Lee JOHNSON 
Aug. 9, 1871 
July 22 ~ 1926 

This man's name is un­
known-he was the first 
to be buried in this 
cemetery about 1855 

Brick grave marker 

Mary J. BROWN 
N0v, l9, 1921 
age So years 

Henry M. BROWN 
Nov. 19, 1921 
age 86 years 

2 slabs - no writing 
Mr. & Mrs. EBERT 
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McKAY Baby 
B & D 1935 

Margret Elizabeth TOLBERT 
Aug. 18, 1939 
d same day 

Marvin STYRON 
Sept. 1944 
Oct. 27, 1972 

James A. RABREN 
Sept. 8, 1948 
Feb. 12, 1969 

2 slabs - no writing 

Johnnie SUMMERALL 
July 6, 1885 
Jan. 5, 1947 

Willie Mae DOUGLAS 
Dec. 6, 1912 
Oct. 21, 1975 

Catherine J. DOUGLAS 
May 1, 1875 
Sept. 29, 1948 

Willie I, DOUGLAS 
July 25, 181!+ 
Nov. 29, 1948 

Alameater THORNTON 
July 8, 1905 
May 10, 1971 

Bodie R. DOUGLAS 
Jan. 13, 1902 
Oct. 29, 1976 

Lisa. Gaye CAPERS 
Feb. 1) 1971 
Sept. 1, 1975 

Charlie PAUL 
1919 - ·1976 

Baby slab - no writing 

Richard David PAUL 
Sept. 2, 1966 
June 16, 1974 

Cora M. McDUFFIE 
Feb. 7, 1895 
Nov. 13, 1976 



JoRe A. DeLa GARZA 
Dec, 19, 1963 

Ersie E.(COBB) ALLEN 
Sept. 9, 1909 
Dec. 6, 1937 

Donald Ray ALLEN 
AIA Pfc 13 TRY 
C 56 ART, Korea 
Nov. 21, 1940 
Sept. 28, 1962 

Slab- no writing 

Nelson R. COCHRANE 
Oct. 8, 1951 
died same day 

Anetia D. PAUL 
J·i.:m.e 9 ~ 1953 
June 18, 1953 

George R. PAUL 
June 6, 1950 
May 29, 1962 

Slab - no writing 

Wilonese Pau.l BROOKS 
Jan. 14, 1938 
Jan. 24, l965 

Howard D. PAUL 
1880 - 1964 

Sarah Alice PAUL 
1883 - no date 

Sanford S'HERMAN 
Oct, 5, 1908 
May 4, 1975 

Vinnie A. SHERMAN 
June 1, 1907 

(living) 

Ernestine H. SHERM.ti.N 
1890 - 1963 

Robert T. SHERMAN 
1887 - 196l 

Roger Lee SHERMAN 
Nov. 27, 1952 
Jan. 8, 1953 

Thomas G. SHEfil/.lAN 
Feb. 4, 1952 
Feb. 7, 1952 

Woodrow R. SHEfil,lAN 
Ala BU 3 
U.S. Navy, Vietnam 
Aug. 13, 1949 
April 2, 1971 

Elsie Louise TILLMON 
F·eb • 4, 1942 
June 19, 1942 

Inf. Dau of Mr. & Mrs. 
Clyde LIPSCO:MB 

July 9, 1940 
d same day 

Charles M. SEERM.i:JJ 
Sept. 24, 1951 
Sept. 3, 1969 

SHEFl\11-\N Children 
Feb. 20, 1.958 
Feb. 21, 1958 

Martha J·. SHERMAN 
Sept. 4, 1950 
Nov. 29, 1950 

Woodrow & A.!'1'.11etta 
SHERMAN 

Eddie J. COBB, Jr. 
Mar. 18, 1936 
Ivlar. 18, 1936 

Baby Grave 

Arnold Kennith MASON 
Ala SA US Navy 
Dec. 6, 1929 
Dec. 11, 1970 

Mary Glenn PARKER 
1933 - 1971 

Harry Le0 liJILLIAMS, Jr. 
March 18, 1957 
April 26, 1976 

Baby Grave 

Alan Darrell TILIMON 
March 11, 1956 
J'uly 1 7, 1975 

Robert E. LIPSCOMB, son of 
Ira & Grace LIPSCOMB 
Dec. 1937 
Dec. 29, 1937 

Byron C. LIPSCOMB 
Dec. 22, 1~63 

Rudolph 11Buck11 R.TILLMAN 
101 ABN Div Korea 
1930 - 1977 
married Oct. 29, 1955 
Lynette TILLMA.N 
1938 - (Living) 

Ira 11 Mae11 McCOY 
Apr. 30, 1921 
Aug. 6, 1968 

Infant son of Mr. & lfJrs. -
Buck TILLMAN 

July 10, 1949 

Leonard 'I.1ILLMAN 
March 5, 1974 
Nov. 15, 1949 

Ernie Pauline TILLMAN 
.April 20, l894 

. Sept. -2, 1959 

Vernon M.C\.SON 
Al Cox US Navy, WW II 
April 7, 1926 
April 18, 1967 
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Nancy Newell McCOY 
Oct. 8, 1921 

Karen D. LIPSCOMB 
June 18, 1967 

William FIALA 
Nov. 13, 1897 
Oct, 31, 1976 

Ira LIPS COMB 
Died Feb. 12, 1979 
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WILLIA1"'\1 JON CASH 
Submitted by Mrs. Eva Marie SPRINGSTEEN, Route 1, Box 3, Foley, Al.36535. 
(Note: This is the line of Mr. Billy BEAUCE:..ClJYIP, 1713 Wilmington St., New 
Bern, N.C. 28560.) 

William J·on CASH, b July 25, 1859, married Aug. 7, 1878, Bondsman J. H. 
WHEELER, Lamar Co. Ala., Lucy D. Wf.IEELER, b Dec. 27, 1852, daughter of 
George WHEELER. A brother of William J. CASH was John Wesley CASH b 1862. 

Children of William J. and Lucy D. (WJIBELER) CASH: 

1. Sarah Margaret CASH b Aug. 7, 1879, La.mar Co., Ala. 
2. A. Elmer CASH b Jan. 21, 1882, Lamar Co., Ala. 
3. Mary Alice CASH b Jan. 23, 1885, Lamar Co., Ala. 
4. Eva Jean CASH b Jan. l 7, 1888, Lamar Co, , Ala. 
5. Le.y Bell CASH b Oct , 8 ~ 1890, Lamar Co, , Ala. 
6. Martha Adnie CASH b April 28, 1893, Lamar Co., Ala. 
7, William Howard CASHb Jan. 10, 1897, Wise Co., Tex. 

1880 Federal Census for Lamar Co. gives: John CASH, Lucy and Sarah Margaret. 

FINNIS DulJLEY BEAUCHAMP 
Submitted b:1,1 JYJ:rs. Eva Marie SPRINGSTEEN, Route 1, Box 3, Foley, Al.36535 
(Note: This is the line of Mr. Billy BEAUCHAMP, 1713 Wilmington St., New 
Bern, N.C. 28560.) 

Finnis Dudley BEAUCHAMP, b Nov. 15, 1825, Lawrence Co., Ala, married 
Mary Caroline PATTON, b Feb. 10, 1829, Fayette Co., Ala., daughter of 
Andrew PATTON. 

Children of Finnis Dudley and Mary Caroline (PATTON) BEAUCHAMP: 

1. Dorn (Doarme) BEAUCHAMP b March 1851 
2. Hugh BEAUCHAMP 
3. Eugene BEAUCHAJ.\'.IP 
4. Sallie ft..nn BEAUCHAi"\1P b Oct. 19, 1856 
5. Jol:i.n Smith BEAUCHAMP 
6. William Burles BEAUCHAMP b April 25, 1859 
7, Jefferson Davis BEAUCHAMP b June 6, 1861 
8. Finis Dudley BEAUCHAMP, Jr. b Dec. 27, 1868 

Moved to Texas in 1872. Lived in Miss. Eugene and John died in Miss, 
Andrew PATTON listed in 1840 Fayette Co., Ala. Census. 

If you have information on these families, please contact Mrs. SPRINGSTEEN 
and Mr. BEAUCHJ\J."11:P, addresses above. 

A survey has shown that flowers 
'Wi. th white or cream-colored 
petals give off the most perfume. 

-copied. 
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ORIGIN OF THE BALDWIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Submitted by Mrs. Jean Herron SMITHj 301 South School Street, Fairhope, Al,36532 

It i~ true as it says on an introductory page of this quarterly that 
the Baldwin County Historical Society was incorporated on September 2l, 
1923, but did you know that it was organized some six months earlier 
and that it was the second historical society to organize in the State 
of Alabama? 

The Fairhop·e Courier announced in its is::nJ.e of April 13, 1923 that the 
previous SundayJ April 8th, at 2:30 p.m, ~ a group of people met and 
organized. The meeting place was the For'Ql'.U Hall in Fairhope and Mrs. 
L. ;;, N. COMINGS was the sponsor • .A temporary organization was formed 
with Mrs. COMINGS as President and Captain John BOWEN as Secretary and 
·rreasurer. 

The membership fee was set at one dollar for active members, $5.00 or 
more f'or sustaining menibers and $100 for life members. Sustaining and 
life raembers were perm~ tted to indicate in what part of the county 
their du.es should be used. 

'I'he object of the association was to collect the past history of all 
Ht hat is precious to the people of Baldwin County, and their posterity, 
and the many that will emigrat·e in the future to this lovely county, 
already blessed with its charming scenerJ, and health giving air, and 
climate, to say nothing of the stirring episodes that occurred during 
the period of' it.s many changes from the Indian, Spanish, French, 
British and finally, outselves,n 

The first activity of' the new Society was planned as a trip to the 
three beautiful mounds, twenty-eight miles above Fairhope on the old 
Hall Plantation at Hall Springs in the Tensaw River. It was planned 
to get a light draft steamer some day in the late spring and run up 
there and "picknic". The secretary, Jori..n BOWEN, in his report to the 
newspaper, further added: ,,If the HALL family, who are known to be 
public spi:ri ted people, will permit, . we plan to take a few rakes and 
axes and with volunteer help from our Sr;;hool of Organic Education, 
clean the u..."1.der'b!"J.sh and weeds from the surface of these strange 
relics of the past and place a marker tablet on one of them with a 
s·a.i table inscription thereon, commemorating this event," 

According to the paper., there were fol":.rteen charter members: Charles 
H. BROW}J~ Vineyard Haven, Mass.; Mrs. L. J. N. COMINGS; Jobn BOWEN; 
J. R. CROSS; Mrs. E. L. GORDON; Mrs. J, B. McCALL; Mrs. B. E. HARWOOD; 
Mrs. Prances PROU'I'; J', A. PROT.JT; Mary K. CHA.PIN; T. P. LYON; iYirs. 
Mary H, LEE; 11.frs. Gertrude l.VIURDOUGH, Chicag0; Frank EARLE. 

By the middle of' July, per.manent officers had been elected and by-laws 
written. The of'ficers were Ivirs. COMINGS, President; Mr. EARLE, Vice 
President; and Mrs. :F'rank ALBERS~ Secretary. The by-laws provided for 
six committees: Ou.tlook, Follow-up, Research, Legal, Museum and 
Membershi:p. Decision was made for the Society to incorporate and 
steps were ta.ken to accomplish that action at once so that property 
~ould be acquired. 

Mr. EARLE had offered the Society a quarter acre of land to enclose 
the graves of William and Margaret TATE and as soon as the preliminaries 
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were settled, the work of marking them would receive attention. The Fair­
hope Courier of July 20 said: 11 The Committee is working zealously for the 
acquirement of other spots and it is hoped that more will prove as public­
spirited as M:r. EARLE and that titles 0f all places of hist0ric interest 
will become the property of the County Historical Society. 

It is an ambitious group that started the Baldwin County Historical 
Society 57 years ago. 

CONFEDERATE L.l\BOR TROOPS 
By W. P. HAND 

(The following is an excerpt from his (Bell T. WILEY) forthcoming book, 
11Engineers in Grey".) 

The great sacrifices made by the Southern Negro for the cause of the Con­
federacy have been largely ignored. These Negro workers are the for­
gotten people of the war. They often are taken for granted or simply 
ignored, but the wdter, Bell 1'. WILEY~ wrote of them: 

11 The roar of the cannon, the rattle of muskets, and the clatter 
of the sword in the hand of the whites was accompanied by the 
thud of the sledge hammer, the ring of the axe, and the clank 
of the shovel wielded by the ebony arm • • • as he worked to 
protect tbe endangered positions of the Sou.th • • • together 
they worked, white and black, through the halcyon days of 1 61 
and 1 62 and the dark periods of 1 64 and 1 65, an army of soldiers 
and an army of laborers. rr 

This army of laborers built the fortifications for the South in record 
time. By utilizing the often ingenious designs under conditions that 
were extremely- harsh and physically exhausting, they accomplished the 
impossible, Most of the time the materials and tools needed were not 
available. Some works included the '.lSe of bales of cotton which, at 
that time~ weighed about 500 pounds each. They were very difficult 
to handle bu.t provided excellent building ma·terial for the walls of the 
!£bombproofsn in the forts. 

During the first year of the war m0st areas of the-South had little 
diffic,J.lty obtaining Negro labor. However, skilled workers were often 
very hard to find, and when found, had to be paid we':ll. In 1861 a 
good carpenter was paid $1.00 a dayJ where a tu.rfer was paid at the 
rate of" 60 to 75 cents a day. 

By the year 1862 the availability of laborers was considerably less 
than at first. The Engineer Bureau had to turn to the dra~ or impress­
ment'. There were many free Negroes who were em.ployed by the Engineers 
at an authorized rate plus allowances the same sa a private of infantry, 
which was $11.00 a month plus rations, medical attention, and clothing. 
On Ju.ne 9, 1864 a raise of $7,00 a month was paid along with the overall 
arni.y raise added at that time, 

The Confederate Negro labored long and hard ~or the S0uth. In the iron• 
industry of the South, the Negro, with only a very few Whites, pr0duced 
the iron and in the ordnance shops made the cannon and other war 



materiel. In many of the repair shops of the Confederate Army, there were 
no wl1ites, or only the one in command, but the Negro gave his all in the 
fight against the Union forces. 

Joseph T. WILSON made a statement about these unsung Confederates: 

nunion soldiers • . • sallied up to the Rebel breastworks that 
were often impregnable, They began to complain, finding the 
Negro with his pick and spade a greater hinderance to their 
progress than the Rebel I s cannon lialls • . . n 

The feelings of a large number of the Confederate Negroes were reflected 
in the April 26, 1861 edition of the Petersburg Daily Express. During 
the month of April 1861 about three hundred free Negroes assembled at 
·the Petersburg Court House to hear a speech by John DODSON, former Mayor. 
The free Negroes were about to leave town to work on Confederate fort­
ifications at Norfolk, In reply to DODSON 1 s speech, Charles TINSLEY, 
a free Negro said: "We are willing to aid Virginia's cause to the 
utmost extent of' our ability. 11 TINSIBY then stepped forward to receive 
the Confederate flag, stating: 11 I could feel no greater pride, no more 
genuine gratification, than to be able to plant it upon Fortress Monroe. 11 

Many times members of the labor force were captured by the Union forces. 
A large majority requested to be exchanged in the regular prisoner and 
go back south. This, along with the fact that by far the largest part 
of the Confederate Army were non-slave-owners, gives considerable 
strength to the argument that the war was not over slavery, but the 
rights of people to govern themselves without outside interference 
from others. 

References: 
L Wiley, Bell r., "Southern Negroes 11 - 1861-1865. 
2, Official Records, Army (ORA) 
3 • Nichols, James L. , '' Confederate Engineers n 

4. Brewer, Ja:mes H., "The Confederate Negro 11 

OVERTON 
SON' OF THE SOUTH 

From 11 Big Beautiful Baldwin, 1978, by Jesse ·wrNDER 

"Southland Sketches 11 , a series of illustrations depicting the quirks, 
oddities, history, and attractions of the Gulf Coast, became a much­
loved fixture of this area during their 37 years of existence. 

The 1t:reator, Walter OVERTON, is gone but the magic continues. His water­
colors and other art work steadily appreciate in value, and his nephew, 
Claude BAGGEE continues the "Gulf States Guidebook" that the pa:i,r have 
collaborated on since 1946. 

OVERTON himself never married out he and BAGGEE were as close as any 
father and son. There were seventeen years between them and when BAGGEE 1 s 
parents died ( his mother was OVERTON 1 s sister), Walter took Claude in 
and put him through school. Always together, Claude typed OVERTON' s 
manuscripts, sold advertising, and generally handled the business end 
of the enterprise. 
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B0rn in Corpus Christi, Tex,, Walter was brought to Fairhope by his m0ther 
to recover from illness and lived there until he was five. The OVERTONS 
were originally an Alabama family and once had holdings extending from 
Tat·rnnsville to Battles Wharf. 

Always a wanderer, young OVERTON studied. art at the Art Students League in 
New York, Boston~ Paris, and Rome. Bef0re the Depression he was the Art 
Editor of the New Orleans Item Tribune. The color magazine he edited suc­
cumbed to the rigors of the slumping economy. 
After his schooling, BAGGEE was OVERTON 1 s constant traveling companion. Bet­
ween the wars, they traveled threugh Europe where Walter studied art in France 
and Mussolini's Italy. 

Dnring WW II, O'ilERTON was the art editor of the Corpus Christi Caller. He saw 
a number of fantastic escapes and war stories cross his desk that could.n 1 t be 
published due to a lack of newsprint. But he saved the accounts and later 
published them in one volume . 

.Among all the places he traveled, OVERTON loved the Gulf Coast most of all. 
Every year he and his nephew would travel from Mexico to Naples, Fla., com­
piling notes and maps. The first II Gulf States Guidebook" came out in 1946 
and was successively updated. But even in the '30s, OVERTON had published a 
"Tourist Guide to South Baldwin", printed by The Onlooker. 

BAGGEE showed me (Jesse WINDER) some of OVERTON's watercolors depicting their 
travels together, Always the outdoorsmen, they traveled in a small camping 
trailer. "There was always a dog along," BAGGEE added. One of the accompany­
ing dogs was immortalized later in an OVERTON book. Once when BAGGEE was ill, 
OVERTON kept his spirits up by regaling him with the fictionalized tales of 
their d0g, Jock. 

Walter moved to this area in 1936 (Magnolia Springs) and began the "Southland 
Sketches" in 1939. He and his nephew later moved to a place alongside the 
Bon Secour river where he lived until his death March 20, 1976. According 
to his wishes~ OVERTON was creamated and his ashes apread over Mobile Bay. 
A wandering son was home to stay. 

DO YOU NEE.D? 

A Brief History of Baldwin County, (Alabama) by L. J~ Newcomb COMINGS 
and Martha M. ALBERS, President and Secretary of Baldwin County (Ala) 
F~storical Society, cl928, Third printing~ January 1969, for sale by 
The Baldwin County Historical Society, c/o Mrs. Davida R. HA.sTIE, 
P. 0, Box 69, Stockton, Ala. 36579. $3.00 

Back'copies of the Quarterly are available -- each volume indexed. 
Ord.er from Mrs. Davida HASTIE, P.O. B0x 69, Stockt0n, Ala. 36579. 
Price: $1.25 each ($5.00·for entire V0lume of 4 issues) -- Special 
price of 50¢ each issue to Members of Baldwin County Historical 
Society. 
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Ne.itber the Ed.itor nor The Baldi-1in County Historical Society assumes 
:responsibiJ.i ty for errors of f'act or opinion expreased by contributors. 

We owe it to our ancestors to 
preserve entire those rights, 
which they have delivered to 
our care. We owe it to our 
posterity, not to suffer their 
dearest inheritance to be 
destroyed. 

--Author unknown 
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I make this urgent plea; 

I heard a lady say one time 
She found some in a trun..~; 
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To label all old :photographs 
Of a11. the family, 

And since they didn 1t mean a thing, 
She threw them in a junk. 

.And if yo·:.:i. find that some of them 
Are strangers yet to you, 
Just have old members of your clan 
Identify them for you .. 

For when these older ones are gone 
You never will find out. 
So ask today and d.on 't delay 
'I"hen there ·will be no dou·ot, 

We have these mystery pictures, too, 
Within our family. 
I would.n 7t think of burning them. 
They still-mean much to me. 

I hope oomeiay to find someone 
With pictures just like these; 
Then maybe I can still clear up 
These ancient mysteries. 

There is a simpler way than this-­
Just writing on the back. 
With f'uture generations then, -~ 
It 1 s no trick keeping track. 

--Mrs. Ruby Price 
Concordia, Kansas 
From The Genealogical Helper 
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BALDWIN COU1iJTY 1 s HISTORICAL FOREST INDUSTRY 
By Juanita w •. FRti.NCIS 

Foreword 

It is always remarkable what information is found in researching .a subject. 
Everyone concerned has been most helpful to inform. me and put me in contact 
with other persons who was involved in the Naval Stores work of Baldwin 
County. 

Mr. Emanuel DAV:tDSON is probably the oldest person living to be involved 
in the industry·. He has supplied :m.e with information and to whom I should 
contact for any additional information. His advise has been most helpful. 

One never ceases to learn new facts when a research is done. This has 
been a ~Dst interesting subject. 

'I'ime waits fo:r· no man, looking back on the hardships and joys of others 
in a forestr;y- industry that can be written down as historical was a 
pleasa.nt task. I would like to thank Mrs. Davida HPI.STIE for continually 
reminding me that this must be done. 

History of Naval Stores 
Corporations 
L'ist of Turpentine Operators 

in 1926 
The Work in General 
State & Federal Regulations 

Contents 

Facts About Some Naval 
Stores Operat0rs 

Diagrams, Sketches and 
Photographs - (Note: Un­
able to reproduce. Editor) 

Bibliography 

Baldwin County, Alabama, ·with its sub-tropical climate and abundance of 
longleaf (Pinus palustris) and slash (Pinus elliotii) pine trees which 
was the chief source of American commercial gum turpentine, has been 
most fortunate in using these renewable resources for the econemy and 
well being of its inhabitants. One worthwhile industry using these re­
sources in the past was the Naval Stores. 

Naval Stores is em old colonial name for the resinous- products of pine 
used in wooden ships of the British Royal Navy. The term is defined as 
!!chemically reactive oils, resins, tars and pitches der:ived from 
oleoresin contained in, exuded, or extracted from trees, chiefly of the 
pine species (ge-:·nu.s Pinus) or from the wood of' such trees." 

The word !1turpentine 11 ( old terbentb.yne) is derived from the Greek word 
i~terebenthina." This word originally meant oleorisin, later the 
oleoresJ..n of pines and the t·erm 11 crude tur:pentine11 is used instead of 
oleoresin. 

'iihe first written history of this turpentine industry in Baldwin County 
was by BAR'I'R4M., in his wanderings in 1777. He had his attention 
attracted by; - - -!'Three vast pots or kettles, each with a capacity of 
many hundred gallons contents - - near the re.~ains of an old fort or 
settlement, which he was info:rmed were used for the purpose of boiling 
cl.own the tar to pitch, there being vast forests of pine in the vicinity 
of this place, n 
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'I'ho first statement of the -production of Naval Stores in Alabama is that 
reported in the census of 1850 at a val"J.e of $17,800 to the state. In 1873, 
the rec:eiT-'.lts ln the market in Mobile valued the production at a total of 
$750,000. - The entire state production increased f'rom the 1850 which was 
valued at $17,800, in 1883 the value wM reported at $1,109,760. 

State wide the :production of Naval Stores began to decline in 1888 although 
the 'bu..'.liness remained to be a major source of income for Baldwin County 
for many years t.o come. 

'l'he ports of Mobile and Pensacola were major snipping points and the world 
:market was demanding as the turpentine had many uses as well as the rosin. 
In 'the order of importance they were u.sed as follows: 

Chemicals a.nd pharmaceuticals 
Ester Gums and synthetic resins 
Paint, varnish and lacquer 
Railroads and. sh:ip:srards 
Ghoe poJ.i121h and materials 
F0u.ndrie::: and supplies 
Ribber 
Printing ink 
Adhcnives and plastics 
As:phaltic production 
P-t..1rni ture 
Innecticides and disinfections 

Rosin 

Paper and paper size 
Chemicals and pharmaceuticals 
Ester gum and synthetic 

resins 
Paints, varnish and lacquer 
Soap 
Linoleum and floor covering 
Adhesives and plastics 
Oils and greases 
Rubber 
Railroads and shipyards 
Printing ink 
Shoe polish & materials 

Corporations 

For the la:;:oge ope::ra:tors who had. a distilling operation along with the 
woo:is crew, many of the:m formed corporations in the early 1900 1 s. These 
corparatione would have three or more persons as share holders. Those 
1:isted in the Baldwin County records began in November, 1904, with Bay 
lYlinette Ne.v-al Stores Co.; its president was J. A. MOORE. 

Otller corporat:ions that were formed were: 

Janu.ar-y-, 1912, the Home Turpentine Comc.,;iany, Bon Seceur, Alabama, with 
WaJ.t er B. !VII LL.ER as President. i:I.'he capital stock declared in this 
corporation amm:i.nted to $6,000. 

December :20, 1909, Jennings Naval Stores was fonned and recorded as 
tran11'fering from the State of Florida. 

Jar.:1.,.ar-f 11, 19,J9, Ovrens Naval Stores was formed, W, D, OWENS, Gate­
W.Jod~ Ala,, as President, Other principa.ls were T, A. JENNINGS and 
J. A. G. CARSON~ Jr, Capital stock of shares declared in this 
ccrJ:,oration ama:.mtea to $100,000, 

November 27; 1916 9 Dyas Naval Stores was formed.I' Principals in this 
corporation W"ere J. L. PHILLIPS, J. B. L.4W.RENCE, and Charles WEEKLY. 
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February 13, 1918, The Home 'I'u.rpentine Company again for.med a corp­
oration, Principals in th.is corporation were Walter B. M[L1ERy Presi­
dent, William W. KRUSE and J. H. A. :MILLER, 

Septerrilier 10, 1919, 'Newport Turpentine and Resin Company was formed 
with A. A. SCBLESINGER as President. 

April 24, l920, O. K. Naval Stores Company, Inc., the principals were 
W. D. Ow'ENS, D. T. KIRKS1'0Iif and D. GILLIS; the address was Seminole, 
Alabama. 

April 11, 1922, P, & S, Naval Stores, Inc., with J. L. PHILLIPS as 
President, 

Turkey Creek 'I'urpentine Company, with U. E. BRADLEY and J. T. BRADLEY 
as principals was organized in 1920 and dissolved in February, 1922. 

Febru.ar;1, 1933, Malbis Plantation, principals were Jason MALBIS, Peter 
E. FR4NK0S, William PAPAGEORGE, and Marie STARKEY, 

December 6, 1933, Baldwin Timber and Naval Stores, Inc,; ,principals 
were J', L. BRY.A.N, Alphonse LUCAS and Mar-.r B. PRODOS. This business 
was located at Foley, Ala, 

Feb:ru.ary, 1928~ The Rabon Turpentine Company, Inc., with principals as 
R. M. RABON, H. A. LURTON and Ernest PJIBON. Capital Stock of this 
corporation was declared at $5,000. This was located at Rabon, Ala. 
The corporation was dissolved in January 1937. 

The cOJ'.".POrations were formed for the purpose of distilling spirits of tur­
pentine and making and manufacture of" rosin and. all by-products of crude 
pine gu.an, 

It also gave the right to cut~ haul, manufactu:re all kinds of lumber, poles, 
staves, lathes and shingles, 

They also could conduct the business of running a general mercantile store, 

In one corporation contract, it allowed to build~ construct, maintain and 
operate a railroad for the transportation of logs, poles, lumber and 
freight of all kinds. 

Not all persons :formed corporations, In 1926 there were 134 turpentine 
operations in the State 0f Alabama. Baldwin County was the largest pro­
d'..1.cing county having the most operators, as forty were listed. They were 
as follows: 

J, A. S~~VER, Perdido, Ala. 
Huxford & Burley 3 Daphne 
Bay Minette 'I'u.rpentine, Bay Minette 
Dr. M. COUGHL.A.N, '.I.'ensaw 
T. L. }"'ERGUSON, Latham 
C. C. GP.lfri; Little River 
Jason :MALBIS, Daphne 
J, A. MOORE, Bay IY!:inette 
Perdido Grocer-~ Coni.pany, Perdido 
R. M. RABON, Rabon 
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W. H. GR~HAM:, Loxley 
D, C. BALDWIN, Josephine 
J, W. BUCK, Jr., Bay Minette 
Dyas Naval Stores Co., Dyas 
Everette YOUNG, Magnolia Springs 
Y. C. HALL, Bay Minette 
Samuel :MARTIN~ Hurricane 
E. G. NELSON, Stockton 
P & S Naval Stores Co., Perdido 
T. L. TAYLOR, Bromley 



S. J. WnITLEY 9 Bay Mine~te 
Lillian Tui'I)entine Co., Lillian 
R,;,-R. HOV>i"ELL & Co., Foley 
Bu.ford WEEKLEY, Rab0n 
Fairhope Naval Stores, Fairhope 
Brannan 'I'u.rpentine Co., Foley 
T. H, BOw"EN, Gateswood 
Fish River 'I\trpentine Co., 

S'J.Il1Il1e rda 1 e 
T. McGOWANJ Latham 
J. M. CAULEY, Gateswood 

W. D. STAPLETON, Bay Minette 
C.H. BRYARS, Stockton 
J. D. CROSBY, Bay Minette 
W. C. STEWART, Bay Minette 
C. T. PHILLIPS, Little River 
P. V. PARDON, Bay Minette 
T. H. BOWEN, Gateswood 
Geo. 'l'OHNSTON (JOHNSTON?) ,Summerdale 
Louis MILLS, Magnolia Springs 
T. W. CROSBY, Foley 
J'. W. McMILLAN, Bay Minette 

The Work in General 

The em:;1re process of the turpentine business was done by hand and most 
of the materials used came from the timber at hand. 

Operators would acquire a stand of timberJ a crop would consist of 
10,500 cuts or faces, One chipper could chip approximately 5 to 7 
thousand faces each week and was paid accordingl;ir, 1:rhe method of taking 
the resin from the trees was by trial and error. At the turn of the 
century 9 a wedge was being cut into the base forming what was knmm as 
a chop box, streaks were made in the carnbum of the pine tree so the raw 
resin would flow into the box. 

In the early 1930 1 s an easier process was tried using a smaller cut into 
the tree and using pottery clay cups or cu:ps made of metal. The aluminum 
cups were tried but a chemical change in the turpentine occurred and they 
had to be discontinued, The :pottery clay cups were not successful be­
cause they were easily· broken. 

The galvanized c01.ps were hung with a nail and timber harvesters com­
plained because the timber was hard to cut until a two-headed nail was 
folll1d so they could be more easily removed from the tree with a ])uller 
on the hacko 

In 1942J the use of sulphuric acid was first experimented with in the 
coUi.'c.ty b;r ·,udng forty per cent sulphuric acid on shtsh pines and sixty 
percent suJ:phuric acid on longleaf pines. In this manner only the bark 
wottld be r..acked then sprayed with the acid causing tl:J.e resin to flow 
more: freely" Records of an experiment that was conducted show that on 
l~ngleaf the ratio of untreated. would yield 100 percent to the treat-ed 
197 percent. 

At first the black men refused to use the acid for fear of it huring 
them;- when they saw the effects of the acid on the flow of resin, they 
were most ea.ger to use it for in 1929 and 1930 was paid appreximately 
60¢ per barrel for each barrel of crude gum that they dipped. 

From the timber to the still required the employment of 19 t0 20 
chippers, 6 or 7 dippers and 2 woodsmen, Most of the hauling 0f the 
raw resin was done by ox drawn carts or wagons drawn by mules, Later 
trucks were used where they could get into the woods. 

There were usu.ally two or three persons employed for the distilling; 
they were the cooper who made the wood.en barrels: the bookkeeper -and the 
ones that did the distilling. 74 
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The cooper in the beginning had to cut, his barrel staves from the ad­
joining tirrfoer and finish them by hand with a drawer knife. In about 
1910 stave mills began to be set up and the cooper only had to assemble 
the barrels. The coopers tools were the drawer knife, handsaw, hammer 
and an iron stand to h0ld the staves in :place. Later years metal 
barrels were used and the job of the cooper was elirriinated. 

As of the year 1897 and prior to that time, the legal standard weight 
of the commercial package of rosin was 280 pounds gross while a cast 
represented 50 gallon 0f turpentine. Present day standards a barrel 
of rosin is considered to weigb. 500 pounds and a barrel of turpentine 
to contain 50 gallons, 

The f'1.J.el for the distillery was cut from the timber nearby. A vat 
held lO to l2 barrels of the raw resin and usually about 2 or 3 charges 
were made each day with temperatu.res rising from 205° to 310° F. One 
hundred, pounds of average crude turpentine would. yield about 2! gallons 
of' spirits of turpentine and 70 pounds of rosin. 

A crop of 10,500 boxes would yield. from 20 to 46 barrels of turpentine 
and from. 163 to 234 barrels of rosin. 

'I'he distilled turpentine had to be strained and the method was called 
dressing. 

The selling price of the turpentine was determined by the grade. The 
grades were as follows: 

X - Extra Clear WW - Water white WG - Window glass clear 

The lower grades were: N-Nancy, M-Mary, K-Katie, F-Frank. 

The B grade was the very darkest or lowest grade, 

The owner of the distillery usually had a connnissary where he could 
provide commodities for his employees. He also provided housing 
nearby to accor.Dl'.llodate the families that worked in the woods and at 
the still. 

Since the work was seasonal, mid-March when the resin~ began to flow 
until late fall when it became too cool, good employees were financed 
with credit at the commissary thr0ugh the winter, 

Most workers preferred to work in the shade of the trees in the forest 
as to working in the hot fields in row crop farming, 

For persons that worked in the woods in 1950 that had 1,000 faces, 
his equipment list looked like the following: 

Equipment 

For Facing 

Item 

Cups 
Crimp gutters 
Flat strips 
Nails 
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Size 

2 qt, 
21..n wide 
l f!! "d 2 Wl e 
20-penny 

Quantity 

1,000 
490 lbs 
200 lbs 

50 lbs 



For tin setting 

For cup raising 

For chipping low faces: 

A. Untreated faces 

B. Treated faces 

For pulling high faces 

For collecting gum and 
Scrape 

For fire control 

Source: Forestry Handbook. 

Maul 8 to 10 lbs 
cupping axe 10 or 12 11 

Tin pullers 
Tacks, ri.:u2:tless 
Coated hide l'fo. 18 

Hack 
Hack weight 
Hack stock 
Hack cutters 
Stone whett er 
Cup cover 

Stone whett er 
Cup cover 
Bark hack 

Nee). 00 or 0 
5 to 6 lbs 

Plastic acid spray bottles 

Puller# 0 or l 
Puller handle 

Gum barrel - large 
Dip barrel head Standard 
Dip bucket 
Dip paddle 
Scrape irons: 
shove down 
double edge 
Wing scrape box 

Standard 
Standard 

Standard 
Standard 
Standard 

Hoes 
Back-t;y-pe fire 
Fire rakes 
Fire flaps 

Heavy 
pump 5 gal 

Standard 
Standa-rd 

State and Federal Government Regulations 

1 
1 

l 

5! lbs 

2 
1 
1 
3 
4 
2 

4 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 

3 
2 
2 
2 

1 
l 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 

In the year 1935, the Alabama Legislature passed a General Acts which 
allowed the State to collect an annual privilege or license tax on 
turpentine and resin stills. The contents of this :privilege tax was 
as follows: 

On each such still having a capacity· of sixteen barrels or 
less, twenty dollars; on each still having a capacity of over 
sixteen barrels, and not over twenty barrels, thirty-five 
dollars; on each still having a capacity of over twenty 
barrels and not over twenty-five barrels, forty-five dol1ars; 
on each still having a capacity of twenty-five barrels or over, 
sixty-five dollars. 
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These licenses were due the first of October of each year and collected 
by the probate judge in the county. 

In 1940, the AJ.abama Legislature imposed a tax on all forest products 
to be used for the purpose of fire protection as wild fires were de­
stro;1ring :mu.ch of the timber in the State. 

Title 8, Sect:icn 231, Article 9 :reads: non turpentine (crude gum), six 
( 6¢) cents per barrel of 400 pou...>J.gs. 11 

By the enactment of this tax the counties could moniter the barrels of 
crude tuYpentine collected. In 1965, Baldwin County had 3,268~1 barrels 
(400 lbs per barrel) produced. The decline in the production was so 
rapid until only 858,5 barrels were produced in the County in 1970. In 
1974 only 300 barrels of cru.de turpentine was produced in Baldwin County. 

Naval Stores Conservation Program 

In February, 1936, Congress passed the Soil Conservation and Domestic 
Allotment Act. Under the authority of Sec. 8 in this a.ct the Secr%tary 
of Agriculture could protect smaller trees and subsidize gum producers· 
that qualified under the Naval Stores Conservation Program. 

'.I.'rees that qualified were in three classifications: 6 11 DBH, r' DBH, and 
9'' DBH and a·oove. The best practice was 911 DBH and above. 

Facts About Some Naval Store Operators 

In the earl.,v 1900 1 s Mr. R. M. RABON moved North of Bay Minette from 
Florida and established himself into the turpentine distilling business 
in the community known today as Rabon. He had other stills in Florida, 
Louisiana and other parts of Ala,bama. While at Rabon he had his 
commissary, housing for his help, a school was built and in about 1917 
a post office was opened with Mr, Clayton B. H.lillLEY as postmaster. 

In 1928 Mr, RABON formed a corporation known as the Rabon Turpentine 
Company, Inc. He was major share holder along with'"'Mr. H. A. LURTON 
of Pensacola, Fla., and Mr. P.ABON's son, Ernest. 

Mr. LURTON was principal buyer of the tu:tpentine and rosin that was 
produced at this still. 

The corporation formed included the manufacture of turpentine and rosin, 
run a general merchantile store, build a railroad or canal to carry any 
type "f freight or make connection to or with the principals place of 
business, 

The corporation was dissolved in January, 1937, 

Ivir, C .. H. BRYARS, Sr,, had at one time three distilling operations. 
Mr. K. B. BUSH was manager of the Bryart s Stapleton operation. Mr. 
BRYARS would go from Stockton to Stapleton on alternate Thursdays 
to carry the payroll ~or his employees. 
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Near Lot.tie, in the Northeast portion of the County, Mr. BRYARS and Mr. 
Jor,n Dou.gal CROSBY, Sr. formed. a company known as the B & C Turpentine 
Company. This operation was on the land.s owned by the WEEFEL family. 

For a srna.lle1~ operation near Stockton P Mr. BRYARS had Mr, Tom BRYARS 
as manager. 

In 1933, Mr. Emanuel DAVIDSON and Mr, Leslie TAYLOR established them­
selves on St;i,"X River in a Naval Stores operation; this business was in 
S ect5,on 22, 'l' 58, R 5E. 'I'hey we:te to operate at this location for 
twenty-six years, 

Near the turn of the century, Mr. Walter B. MILLER established himself 
into what was known as the Home Turpentine Company. The location of 
this b·a.siness was on Bon Secour River to the West of' Gulf Shores. 

Being so near the Gulf of Mexico, Mr, MILLER' s business was destroyed 
by tropical storms in 1906, l916, and again in 1926. His daughter 9 

Mrs. Roger Lee KIRKiiA:ND, Sr. relates that those storms blew the timber 
down on the ground and h1rodreds of barrels of processed rosin, 
weighing approximately 500 pounds each vanished and were never re­
covered. 

Mr. MILLER filed his first corporation papers in J'anu.ary, 1912. In 
Fe·bru_ary of 1918 he again f'iled a corporation paper 'W'ith himself as 
president along with William W. KRUSE and J. H. A. MILLER as share 
holders, 

Mr. John Du.gal CROSBY, Sr. besides being a partner in the B & C 
'lu.rpentine Company, operated e. still of his own at Dyas from 1931 
to 1939. 

Mr, R, L. KIRKLAND came to Baldwin County from Washington County to 
establish himself into the turpentine business in the year 1926. He 
had his distillery North of Elberta on the site of the Confederate 
Camp Withers. 

Mr. KIRKL../lJID hired the employees necessary to help him but they were 
afraid of the rattlesnakes that inhi:'fDited the area:;- To be able to 
keep the employees, he offered a bounty of $1. 00 per set of rattlers 
from the snakes killed, The first year 109 rattlers~were brought to 
him. 

In 1929, when the depression hit, Mr. KIRKLi\ND traded properties he 
had acquired North of Highway 90 for $4,ooo in credit to be able to 
furnish his eruployees food through the winter months. 

Mr. KIRKLAI®' s son, Reger Lee KIRKLAND, Sr. ( stet) went into the 
business vf collecting c~Qde turpentine at Bon Secour in the year 
1946. Roger Lee worked principally in the Southern portion of the 
r.ounty, He continued his work in the turpentine business until 1973. 
He is probe(Dly one of the last persons in the County to have been in 
the business. 

Another family that collected only crude turpentine was the J. A. 
MOTHERSHED I s at Phillipsville from. around 1910 to 1970. 
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Principal market for the crude turpentine in Mobile was TAYLOR and 
LOWENSTEIN, also STALLWORTH. 

·I1he last of the larger turpentine stills was at Camp Telco. Its lo­
cation was in the Northeast Corner of Section 16, T 4s, R 3E, It was 
owned and operated by Mr. M, c. S'I'ALLWORTH and they worked the 45,000 
acres of ti,.riberland ovrned at that time by U. S. Steel Corporation. 

This business had its own com.":ll.u..11.i ty consisting of a company store with 
Mr, STALLWORTH 1 s office inside the store, a one room, One teacher 
school-church combination known as New Home School, where the black 
employees i children att·ended school. There were also numerous small 
dwellings for the employees, 

'i'here ·were three other outl;y-ing camps that contributed to the operation 
of this industry, Camp One was located East of Spanish Fort at Shambo 
Station, Camp Two was located Southeast of Stapleton in Section 12, 
T 4s~ R 2E. Camp Four was located near Styx River in Section 8, T 4s, 
R 4E. Each camp consisted of approximately 12 company owned dwellings 
which were occupied chiefly by the black families that worked in the 
woods. 

This business began in 1933 and was to operate for approximately t·en 
:y~ears. 

A small cemeterJ at the site of Camp Telco is the only evidence that 
this community ever ezisted. 

Summary 

For two centuries the forest in Bala,win County has provided the renew­
able resource for industries both large and small. During its period 
the turpentining of the fb rest :provided a way of life from Little River 
to the Gulf of Mexico. 

~om.~unities exist today that once were thriving turpentine camps; some 
were not so fortunate to survive and havegrown up with brush and new 
pine trees tha.t will never be tapped. -

Trees planted for the purpose of turpentining them in the future will 
be harvested for yet another t:,,'J)e of forest industry. 

Wnen the depression hit the country in 1928, Baldwin County's turpen­
tine industry did not falter as badly e.s other industries in the 
cities. The workers did not have to stand bread lines or ask for 
handouts. Even thou.gh the wages were meager, it gave the workers 
the self respect of earning what he had. 

One for.mer worker who had reared his family in the turpentine business 
a.:ptly said: "We'll never hear the laughter of little children :playing 
in the :f:"orest again, 11 

Modern methods have eliminated this hot, hard work that had to be done 
by the muscle of man and the sweat of his brow. It is no more and 
will never be again. 
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