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What is child 
support and what 
does our division 
do?



CHILD SUPPORT IS 
MONEY PAID BY A 
PARENT TO HELP MEET 
THE NEEDS 
OF A CHILD



The District 
Attorney’s Office 

is contracted 
with the 

Department of 
Human 

Resources to 
establish 

parentage, 
establish child 
support orders, 

modify child 
support orders, 

and enforce 
child support 

orders.  

DHR or the 
Department of 

Human Resources, 
is the State agency 

responsible for 
coordinating all 

child support 
services in 

Alabama.  These 
services include 
finding absent 

parents, 
establishing 

paternity, 
establishing 

support orders, 
enforcing support 

orders and 
collecting support 

payments.

The District 
Attorney acts as 
the Department’s 
legal counsel in 

child support 
matters and is 
responsible for 

filing legal 
actions with the 

court system.  
We are the 

attorney for the 
State.  We do not 

represent the 
custodial or non-
custodial parent.  

When a parent 
applies for 

services with 
DHR, she or he 
assigns her/his 
right to child 

support to the 
Department.  This 
means DHR has 
the authority to 

act on the 
parent’s behalf in 
all child support 

matters.  

In return, DHR will 
determine what 

child support 
action should be 
taken and make 
a  referral to the 

District Attorney’s 
office.  

The District 
Attorney’s office 
will then review 
the referral and 

take the 
appropriate 
court action. 

What role does the District Attorney play? 



Why establish paternity?
• Provides the child with a needed identity: 

Who am I? Where did I come from?
• Provides a health history for medical 

care.
• Helps to establish entitled benefits such 

as social security, health insurance or 
inheritance benefits. 

• Provides financial support.



ONCE PARENTAGE IS 
DETERMINED, AN 
ORDER OF SUPPORT 
WILL BE ENTERED BY THE 
COURT.  



To determine support, we use the combined gross income 
of the mother and father, the cost of health insurance, the 
cost of day care and factor in any other pre-existing child 

support orders.  

Alabama uses an “income share model” to figure child 
support.  This standard is set by the Alabama Rules of 

Judicial Administration under Rule 32.  

How is child support figured?



CS 41 or 
Income 
Affidavit  

CS 42 or 
Guideline 
Sheet



CS 43 Form or 
Compliance Form 



Once paternity and child support 
has been determined, the court 
will enter an order to ratify the 

amount of support.

Child Support is due each month 
until the child emancipates. 
 In Alabama, that age is 19.   
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What happens if the non-custodial 
parent fails to pay child support?



The District Attorney, at the request of the Department 
of Human Resources, will file contempt charges 

against an absent parent if he/she fails to pay child 
support.  The case then goes before a judge to 

determine whether the non-custodial parent is in 
contempt and if so, what sentence will be imposed.  



Consequences for non-payment:

 Contempt of Court
 Jail Time
 License Suspension
 Passport Suspension or Denial
 7.5 % Interest on Unpaid Balances
 Negative Credit Reporting
 Tax Intercept

 But above all, your child goes without his or her basic needs!



WHAT IF MY INCOME 
CHANGES OR
 MY CHILD EMANCIPATES?



DHR can also help moms and dads modify their child support by 
sending a legal referral to our office.  

 Modifications can be requested for many reasons.  

 Examples: 

Emancipation of a child
Income change

Change in day care or insurance premiums
Custody change

Child needs special care or child is disabled



In conclusion, child support is designed to 
make sure both parents share in meeting their 
children’s financial needs. Our role is to see 
that this responsibility is upheld.  While the work 
can be challenging, the reward comes in 
knowing we’ve made a positive impact on a 
child’s life.    



Contact Information:

BALDWIN COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
CHILD SUPPORT DIVISION

101 COURTHOUSE SQUARE
BAY MINETTE, AL 36507

251-937-0253
BaldwinChildSupport@baldwincountyal.gov 

mailto:BaldwinChildSupport@baldwincountyal.gov
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