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ENROLLED, An Act,

Ta amend Sections 22-9A-17, 30-1-5, 30-1-12, and
30-1-16 of the Code of Rlabama 1975, to abclish the
requirement that a marriage license be issued by the judge of
probate and replace existing state statutory marriage law; to
provide that a marriage would be entered into by two parties;
to provide that the judge of probate would record €ach
marriage presented tc the probate court for recording and
would forward the document to the Cffice of Vital Statistics;
to provide for the centent cf a properly formed marriage; and
to repeal Sections 30-1-9, 30-1-10, 30-1-11, 30-1-13, and
30-1-14 of the Code cf Alabama 1975.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Sections 22-9a-17, 20-1-5, 30-1-12, and
30-1-16 of the Code cof Alabama 1975, are amended to read as
follcws:

"522-9A-17.
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"(a) Two persons desiring to unite in marriage may

do so by submitting the affidavits, forms, and data specified

in Section 30-1-5 and Secticon 2 of the act amending this

section for recording with the office of the ‘udge of prebate.

The recording of the affidavits, forms, and data establishes

legal recognition of the marriage as of the date the

affidavits and forms were properly signed by the two partlies

so long as such documentation was provided to the prcobate

office within 30 days of the signatures of the parties. Each

marriage filed with the probate office shall be filed and

registered with the Office of Vital Statistics.
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"(b) The coffice of the Judge of probate shall

record, in a permanent record, each marriage presented to the

probate office for filing sc long as the affidavits, forms,

and data are submitted as reguired by this act, and shall

forward each marriage filed with the probate office during the

vreceding calendar month to the Office of Vital Statistics on

or before the fifth day of the fellowing calendar month.

"$30-1-5.
"If +f= a person intending o marry is at least 16
years of age and under 18 years of age and has nct had a

11
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of a parent o¢r guardian of the mincr to the marriage shall be

required. Evidence cf consent shall ke in the form of an

affidavit signed by a parent oFr quardian, nctarized, and filed

with the probate court.

"530-1-12.

"The judge of prcbate must keep a book, in which

1 3

shall be reqistered all Trce=mses —==tred b) et wirtetr—stre
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evidenece—of—the—facts marriages filed in the office. The judge

of probate shall record, in a permanent record, all marriages

presented to the probate court and shall fcrward the original

documentation to the Office of Vital Statistics in acccerdance

with Secticn 22-%92-17.
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"In all marriages where a vital records error has

been made, the parties t¢o the marriage may file amended

affidavits, forms, and data with the dudge ¢of prcbate. The fee

for filing amended affidavits, forms, and data shall be the

same as for an original filing. The amended affidavits, fcrms,

and data shall state that they are amended and shall reference

the date in which the original affidavits, fcocrms, and data

were filed. The judge of probate shall record the amended

affidavits, forms, and data i1f agreed to by the parties and

shall forward a one page decree of correction to the Cffice of

Vital Statistics. If the parties cannot agree on the one page

decree of correcticn either party may file an actien in

circuit court to correct the errocr."

Section 2. (a) On the effective date of this act and
thereafter, the conly regquirement for a marriage 1in this state
shall be for parties who are otherwise legally authorized to
be married to enter into a marriage as provided in this

secticn. However, the judge of probate shall continue tc
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collect the recording fee previded for in subdivision {32) of
subsection (b) of Section 12-19-90 for each marriage reccrded
with the judge of probate. Furthermecre, at the time the
marriage is recorded, the judge of probate shall alsc ccllect
the fee provided for in Section 30-6-11 to be distributed as
provided in that section.

(b) The marriage document required to be executed by
the parties shall contain informaticn to identify the parties
as set forth in Section 22-92-6, Ccde of Alabama 1975, as well
as the following minimum information:

(1) The full legal names of both of the parties.

(2) A notarized affidavit from sach party declaring
all of the fcllowing:

a. The affiant is not currently married.

.1. The affiant is at least 18 years cf age; or

2. The affiant is at least 16 and under 18 years of
age and has the consent cf a parent or guardian.

. The affiant is legally competent to enter into a
marriage.

d. The parties are not related by blced or adopticn
such that the marriage would violate Section 13A-13-3, Code cof
Zlabama 1975.

e. The affiant is entering intc the marriage
voluntarily and of his or her own free will and not under

duress or undue influence.
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{3} The signatures of the parties.

(c) A marriage conforming to the requirements of
this section shall be valid cn the date the marrlage is
executed by both parties, prcvided the affidavits, forms, and
data are recorded in the office of the judge of probate within
30 days of the date of the last party's signature in
sccordance with Section 22-92-17 of the Code of Alabama 1975,

(d) A civil and independent or religlcus ceremony of
marriage, celebration of marriage, sclemnizaticn of marriage,
or any other officiatiocn, or administraticn of the vows of
marriage may be conducted or engaged in by the parties by an
officiant or other presiding person to be selectead by the
perscons entering intc the marriage. The state shali have no
requirement for any ceremony or proceeding and whether ¢r not
a ceremony proceeding is performed or not performed shall have
no legal effect on the validity of the marriage.

(e) The affidavits, forms, and data shall bhe filed
in the office cof the judge of preobate and shall constitute a
legal record of the marriage of the parties. A ccpy of the
form provided by the Office of Vital Statistics shall be
transmitted by the cffice c¢f the judge of probate to the
Office of Vital Statistics and made a part of its record.

(f} This section shall nct affect any other legal
aspects of marriage in this state, including, but not limited

to, divorce, spousal suppcrt, child custedy, or child support.
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(g) A1l requirements to cbtain a marriage license by
the State of Alabama are hereby abclished and repealed. The
requirement of a ceremony cf marriage to sclemnize the
marriage is aboclished.

(h) The Alabama Law Institute, a division of the
Legislative Services Agency, 1in collaboration with the
Department of Public Health, shall prepare a form to meet the
minimum requirements cf this act.

Section 3. Secticns 30-1-%, 30-1-10, 30-1-11,
30-1-13, and 30-1-14 of the Code of Alabama 1975, relating to
marriage, are repealed.

Section 4. This act shall become effective 90 days
fcllowing its passage and approval by the Governcr, or 1ts

otherwise beccming law.
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President and Presiding Cfficer of the Senate
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>

Speaker of the House of Representatlves

SB6Y9

Senate 21-MAR-19
I hereby certify that the within Act originated in and passed
the Senate.

Patrick Harris,

Secretary.
House cof Representatives
Passed: 23-MAY-19
By: Senator Albritton -
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